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“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 

us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen!”   

Ephesians 3:20-21 

Immeasurably More 
 

The theme text for this issue of The Olive Tree speaks about 
how God has provided for us in the past and continues to 
provide for us beyond 
our expectations and 
deserving. The salvation 
which we have in Jesus 
Christ, and our baptism 
into the family of God, is 
the greatest of all provi-
sions. Yet, I often think 
back to the simple word-
ing of Luther’s Small 
Catechism when remem-
bering the ways he pro-
vides.  
 
In part of the explana-
tion to the Lord’s Prayer 
Luther writes:   
 
“God gives daily bread to 
all people, whether they 
are good or bad, even if we don’t ask for this to happen. But 
in this prayer we are asking: ‘Father, help us to see our daily 
bread as your gift, and to be thankful for it’. What does 
‘daily bread’ mean? Daily bread means everything that we 
need for our life. Things like food, clothes, a place to live, 
money and possessions, a good marriage, loving children, 
good people to work with, good and honest leaders, good 
government, good weather, peace, health, respect for law, a 
good reputation, good friends, and helpful 
neighbours.” (Luther’s Small Catechism, Open Book Publish-
ers 1966, pg. 20) 
 
 
The continued existence of our LCNZ is also part of God’s 
provision to us. It is Christ’s Church and given for us to live, 
grow, worship, fellowship and serve here in this world. Our 
Lutheran Church also plays a part in the overall work of the 
one holy catholic (meaning universal) church on earth. We 
have been placed here by God in New Zealand for a reason. 
At the Summit, along with all the group work and planning,  

I thought it was encouraging how some people attending 
spoke out that “there are tasks for us to do, it is not over 
yet”. Whether you call it a prophecy or a strong impression 
following prayer, it is in line with what most of us believe 
about our future and in step with the promises of God in His 
Word. It is not a future without challenges, but it is a future 

filled with hope and trust in 
a God ‘who is able to do 
immeasurably more than 
all we ask or can imagine’.  
 

Pastor Rob Erickson 

From 

The 

President 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place Committee has established a 
confidential service for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment 
by church employees. Trained advisers are available to help.  

FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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Next Issue 
 
“Thanks be to God for HIS indescribable gift” 2 
Corinthians 9:15   
 
Let’s start the Christmas season full of thanksgiving to 
God for HIS precious gift to us in Christ Jesus.  Please 
share your thoughts, stories or congregational events. 
 

Contributions can be submitted via email at 
betsy.erickson@iconz.co.nz 
 
 

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there 
was nothing but God, darkness, and some gas.  The 
Bible says, 'The Lord thy God is one, but I think He 
must be a lot older than that.  
Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!' and someone did.  
Then God made the world. 
He split the Adam and made Eve.  Adam and Eve were 
naked, but they weren't embarrassed because mirrors 
hadn't been invented yet.  
Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, 
so they were driven from the Garden of Eden.....Not 
sure what they were driven in though, because they 
didn't have cars. 
Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as 
long as he was Abel. 
Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for 
Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or something. 
One of the next important people was Noah, who was a 
good guy, but one of his kids was kind of a Ham.  Noah 
built a large boat and put his family and some animals on 
it. He asked some other people to join him, but they said 
they would have to take a rain check. 
 After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob 
was more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau 
sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot 
roast.  Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a 
really loud sports coat. 
Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name 
was Charlton Heston.  Moses led the Israel Lights out 
of  Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God 
sent ten plagues on Pharaoh's people.  These plagues 
included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable. 
 God fed the Israel Lights every day with 
manicotti.  Then he gave them His Top Ten 
Commandments. These include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, 
dance, or covet your neighbor's stuff. 
Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father 
and thy mother. 
One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the 
first Bible guy to use spies.  Joshua fought the battle of 
Geritol and the fence fell over on the town. 
After Joshua came David.  He got to be king by killing a 
giant with a slingshot.  He had a son named Solomon 
who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines.  My 
teacher says he was wise, but that doesn't sound very 
wise to me...         Excerpt from an email sent to the Editor 

The Children's Bible in a Nutshell 
Old Testament 
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We praise God for the gift of faith than has been passed on 
to us and pray for the Holy Spirit to continue to work his 
power in our children to bring this faith to fruition in their 
lives as well. We relish in the opportunity to also travel in-
ternationally for the sake of the gospel and praise God for 
living in a time where we have been born into countries 
with Spiritual freedom. We thank God for our ancestors 
who took God’s call and moved our families to Australia, so 
that we could live a life free of persecution and worship God 
in freedom.  

I also thank God for those people at my University who chal-
lenged me to think about why I believe what I do, and why I 
do what I do. Without them, I would not have discovered 
the richness of my heritage and family story, or seen God’s 
amazing hand at work in our families’ lives throughout 
many generations. I would not have been convicted that my 
faith was more than a handed down set of rules, and I may 
have let go more easily of things that are essential to my 
cultural background and history. I pray that God will re-
ceive all the glory for many more generations to come from 
my family as his Spirit works within them and delivers to us 
more than we could ever ask or imagine. May the same be 
true for you and your family today too! 

Anna Kroehn 

DEVOTIONAL “Now to him who is able to do im-

measurably more than all we ask 

or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, to him be 

glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, 

for ever and ever!  Amen!”   

Ephesians 3:20-21 

I am of a generational faith. When I studied at University, 
there were many of our studies that involved looking at 
family heritage and genealogy, including creating family 
trees and looking at family histories and patterns. Until this 
point (at age 17 or 18) I hadn’t given terribly much thought 
to my family or “cultural heritage” other than that I knew 
my mum and dad, and all my grandparents, and we are Aus-
tralians. I knew nothing of my great grandparents, all de-
ceased when I was born, and had never thought about the 
idea of being a second generation Australian, or fifth or 
sixth generation Australian, in my case. 

I hadn’t thought about WHY I was a Lutheran, as opposed to 
any other Christian denomination, or not a Christian at all 
for that matter. The fact was, growing up in my family, it 
was not a choice to go to church on Sunday. It was what we 
did as a family. And although I tested these boundaries as a 
child (as most children do), I did not question it in my teen 
years, as it had become such a part of my life and routine 
that I felt empty without it. I had grown in my faith over the 
course of my life, by being exposed to the word of God and 
the faithful lives of other Lutherans, and it had become 
more than just a set of ideas or morals I adhered too, it was 
a part of my life. My “handed down religion” as University 
would call it, was to me a lifestyle and more importantly, a 
relationship – the most important relationship of my life. 

What does this have to do with anything?? Well, the verse 
for the Olive Tree this quarter reminded me of the blessing I 
have of a generational faith. Not only did my family previ-
ously move countries for the sake of practicing their faith 
and passing it on (moving from Prussia to South Australia), 
but this faith was passed down through the generations to 
my grandparents and parents. I am not only blessed with 
both Australian Lutheran parents, but now am married (not 
intentionally on my behalf!) to an Australian Lutheran Pas-
tor with German Lutheran heritage on both sides of his fam-
ily for five or six generations.  

Good news from  
Lutheran Layman’s League! 

 
 
 
 The 5% interest is to remain. 

 A $4000 grant was given to the Treasurers’ Seminar in Wellington. 

 A $3000 grant was given to Wanganui Church towards data projection equipment. 

 In reviewing the Grant process LLL Board determined that applicants make some contri-
bution to their project 

 A bridging loan of $650 000 was extended to LCNZ towards a presidential manse in Wel-
lington 

 LLL presentations were made in Marton (during AGM) and Palmerston North 

 LLL continues to fine tune and improve its communication with depositors and LCNZ – 
reporting in ‘The Olive Tree’ being one of them! 

 As LLL policy is to have a Board meeting outside of Palmerston North  annually, our next 
meeting is at HAMILTON, 6 NOVEMBER  2010 

Cheers, Marg Gust 
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Refurbishment almost Complete 
 

The St Matthew’s manse in Hamilton was built in the mid 
1960s and in its day was a well appointed four bedroom 
residence designed with an office and lounge area which 
could be closed off from the family area for small meetings of 
elders and bible studies etc.  The building was very compact 
and served our congregation well over the years.  It was 
always maintained according to our financial abilities. 
 
With Pastor Erickson’s arrival we were told there was no 
question that it really must be brought up to today’s 
standards.  The initial planning and scoping of the project 
suggested that about $160,000 would be needed.  This was 
trimmed in consultation with various congregation members 
to bring the costs down towards $100,000. 
 
After some debate at the convention in Palmerston North a 
resolution was passed allowing for a grant of $100,000 from 
the Gateway Gift. 
 
Bunty Meyer gathered a small team of Geoff Deighton and 
Gary Thomas and work started in September 2009 to 
refurbish the manse.  The kitchen and living area was 
completely renewed, bathroom refitted and a new master 
bedroom and ensuite established where the original vestry 
had been and the manse is now a pleasant modern residence 
we all want to move into.  The roof was also replaced and 
ceiling insulation installed.  Bunty and his team recycled 
wherever they possibly could, modified materials to fit, sold 
scrap and stretched every single dollar they had at their 
disposal. 
 
Pastor Norm and Kay Bergen, here as our previous interim 
pastor, were glowing in their praise of the results of the 
refurbishment as are our current manse residents Rob and 
Irene Strelan. 
 
St Matthew’s thanks the LCNZ for making funds available 
and especially Bunty Meyer for leading this project as the 
resulting home would not have been possible otherwise. 
 

Jill Hobden—Chair, St Matthew’s, Hamilton 

Pastor Norm Bergen, in the kitchen 

Visit of Pastor Paul Lohe and Baptism of Espen 
Kingsley-Smith...A Special visit for St. Matthew 
Church in Hamilton       

Pastor Paul Lohe arrived in 
Auckland on May 13th and 
stayed for a few days with 
Neil Lindstrom and family 
before joining me on his 
return to Hamilton on May 
18th.  Paul was our pastor 
for 6 years from 1996 to 
2002.  We have fond memo-
ries of our time with Pastor 
Paul.  He is a friendly, well 
informed pastor with an 
exceptional knowledge of 
the Bible and the back-
ground to it.  His family and 
relations have been serving 
the Lutheran Church in Aus-
tralia and Papua New 
Guinea for many years.  He 
relates many of their inter-
esting (at times dramatic) 

events from the early Lutheran Ministry in Papua New 
Guinea. 
 
Paul’s arrival in Hamilton in 1996 gave closure to a time of 
lay leadership that had been helped by inspirational interim 
pastors.  His ministry in Hamilton was much appreciated by 
members of our congregation and we really missed him 
when he moved back to Australia to continue his ministry 
there. 
 
Pastor Paul stayed at our home for a week and we enjoyed 
hosting and sharing time with him and some of his friends 
in Hamilton.  The highlight was the communion service he 
led and the sermon presented on May 23rd.  He baptized 
Espen Allen Kingsley-Smith, (the third generation of family 
church members at St Matthew), the son of Helene and the 
grandson of Olaug and Clive.  Espen wore the baptism gown 
that originated in Norway and was used for the baptism of 
his great grandmother in Norway in 1914.  Espen was 5 
months old and a real charmer, especially for his mother 
and grandparents.  He received a gift from Sunday School 
Teachers and a blessing from the congregation.  This service 
was followed by a memorable time of fellowship in the 
church hall. 
 
On May 28th I drove Paul to Tauranga where he stayed with 
Ray and Joan Tessendorf, met old church friends and led 
church services on two Sundays.  On June 10th he returned 
to continue ministry in his home city of Adelaide.  Praise 
God for the memorable time we all had together with this 
great friend in his ministry for our congregation now and in 
the past.                                                               Clive Kingsley-Smith 

 
 
 

Baptism of Espen Kingsley-Smith 

Espen receiving 
a gift from the 
Sunday School 
Teachers. 
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contribute prayer points:  mollets@inspire.net.nz 
INTERCESSORY 

 

ASKING OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
 For the people of the Bay of Plenty region that have been 

beset by more flooding.  We especially remember our 
members in Whakatane and their community that have 
had a difficult time lately 

 For Pastor Ivan Wooler and family at the recent loss of 
his wife Maureen.  May they feel God’s comfort holding 
them. 

 Pray for those who are suffering due to natural disas-
ters.  Remember those in Russia coping with bushfires; 
China as survivors are found from the landslides; Vanu-
atu as it recovers from an earthquake; Pakistan from 
flooding.  Pray that aid will reach those most in need 

 Pray for all the congregations and preaching points 
within the LCNZ, particularly those congregations that 
are vacant at the moment:  Botany; Hamilton/Bay of 
Plenty/Tauranga; Marton/Wanganui/Halcombe and 
Upper Moutere. 

 Pray for those who are struggling with heavy colds and 
flu at this time of year 

 Pray for God’s truth to be revealed as many come to 
Kogudus to hear God’s truth and how it sets us free! 

GIVE THANKS 
 For the gift of our lives and, in response, ask how we can 

better serve Him 

 For all volunteers who help to enable each parish to run 
smoothly and for those who are willing to give their time 
to serve God in many different capacities 

 For  blessing the LCNZ Summit held 24 July.  Praise God 
that 50 people from all over New Zealand were able to 
attend this important event. 

 For President Rob and pray for him as he has been given 
the responsibility from the church to select 3-5 key 
strategies that will be implemented in the LCNZ over the 
next five years. 

 

BACH CANTATA VESPERS AND 

RECITALS – 2010  
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wellington, 

New Zealand 
 
 

 

Sunday 12th September ▪ 5.00pm 
Bach Cantata Vespers – Komm, du süße Todesstunde BWV 161 

 

Sunday 31st October ▪ 5.00pm 
Twice the Music; Half the Time 

Paul Rosoman & Mark Whitfield : organ(s) 

 

Sunday 21st November ▪ 5.00pm 
Bach Cantata Vespers – Es reißet euch ein schrecklich Ende BWV 90 

 

Sunday 12th December ▪ 5.00pm 
Musica Lyrica in Concert 

 

There is no admission charge for the Bach Cantata Ves-

pers services 

 

St Pauls Lutheran Church ▪ 12 King Street ▪ Mt Cook ▪ 

Wellington 6021 

(04) 9723705 ▪ stpaulsmusic@paradise.net.nz  

Pastor Mark Whitfield 

 

Abortion? 
By Petrus Simons and Leanne Whitfield 

 
Limited space prevents the printing of this article in this 
issue of  The Olive Tree.  The full article is on our LCNZ 
blog (http://lcna.blogspot.com/2010/08/abortion.html) 
Our Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand does 
take a pro-life stand on the issue of abortion.  This particu-
lar article (as all submitted articles) does, however, ex-
press the opinions of the authors.  A quote from the paper 
follows...  
“We hope that church leaders of New Zealand will make a 
strong stand, defend the sanctity of life and call for a re-
newal of our culture inspired by the love of Christ.  They 
should be able to do so in the knowledge that their flocks 
are right behind them in confession and practice.” 

Kogudus Retreat 

 

“The truth that sets 

you free” 

10-12 September 

Foxton Bible Camp 

Contact information: 

annettegarrity@yahoo.co.nz 
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LCNZ SUMMIT—24 JULY 2010—Moutainside, Auckland 
Fifty people from around our Lu-
theran Church of New Zealand 
attended the planning Summit 
hosted at Mountainside Lutheran 
Church on 24 July 2010. The day 
long event was facilitated by 
Shannon Hood, from Australian 
Lutheran College.  Trevor Ruth-
enberg, Executive Officer of the 
Lutheran Church of Australia, 
also attended.  Shannon divided 
the attendees into teams and led 
us in various brainstorming ses-
sions which by the end of the day, 
resulted in common initiatives 
for the LCNZ to achieve in the 
next five years.  I am writing this 
report three weeks after the 
event and attempting to draw 
several important things together 
for our church to examine and 
work toward. Along with a re-
newed appreciation of what we value as a church we also 
were able to leave with some fairly concrete tasks that can 
be worked on in these next five years.  
 
Earlier this year in March Mr. Dennis Mollet, representing 
our Council of Synod, and I attended  a Lutheran Church of 
Australia (LCA) planning Summit in Melbourne that isolated 
five Strategic Initiatives for our entire LCA. I have taken a 
bit of time to place our Summit’s tasks within those five 
groupings because I see what we are doing here, although 
distinctive in many ways, is still an expression of our wider 
LCA and its work and mission. It is also apparent that many 
of the challenges in Australia are replicated here, such as 
clergy shortages and declining membership in rural centres.  
 
So, the major headings are from the five LCA Initiatives and 
the sub-points come from what we have seen as important 
tasks. Obviously, a few of our tasks fall within more than 
one of the initiative groupings.  
 
1. Increase Spiritual depth 
 
 Faith Incubators: 
 —Introduce, train and establish working model of     

 Faith Incubators in the largest five New Zealand 
 congregations 

 —Implementation plan using Peter Eckermann   
 (Adelaide) 

 —Timing by end of 2011 
 
 Measure prayer time and time spent in bible by mem-

bers 
 
 LCNZ provide materials and support for bible- based 

studies for youth and young adults. 
 
 Disciple inactive Lutherans in congregations 
 
 Measure current small group membership and increase 

by number/percentage. Also training for small group 
leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Increase Leadership Capacity at all levels 
 
 Strengthen regional ministry, up-skill all lay workers in 

outlying areas. 
 
 Identify, train and finance lay leaders (eg: family work-

ers/youth leaders/lay readers) within each LCNZ con-
gregation where needed. 

 
 All parishes with more than fifty average weekly atten-

dances employ a paid administrator.  
 
 Establish a supportive flexible pool of trained and 

equipped church workers with at least one per region. 
 
3. Improve communication and engagement 
 
 Investigate the set up of “Live” or recorded worship 

services to distribute to congregations with pastoral 
vacancies. 

 
 Establish a comprehensive media plan, then imple-

ment. 
 
 Build a greater interaction between LCNZ and congre-

gations. 
 
 Set up LCNZ extra net to share resources (eg: job de-

scriptions, youth group ideas, videos etc) within each 
LCNZ congregation where needed. 

 
 Implement virtual church Hard Ware Link into LCNZ 

website and organise broadcasting parishes 
 
4. Develop a pro-active mission culture 
 
 How to greet and assimilate new New Zealanders -- 

research and training. 
 
 Run a “How to share your faith” seminar and have rep-

resentatives from each parish attend. 
 

Pastor Milton Fritsch welcomes those in attendance 
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5. Leverage our assets to support ministry and mission 
 
 Rationalise property and pastoral resources so that by 

2015 all LCNZ congregations are viable – spiritually, 
financially and numerically.  

 
 Rationalise assets by looking at utilisation versus value. 
 
 Council of Synod set up a review group for 

congregations in crisis. (Solutions could be more 
resources, mergers or closure). 

 
 Develop five regions and manage them through 

ordained regional pastors. 
 
 LCNZ relocation and 
review office and committee 
structure 
 

First Steps 
 
What we have here is 
information directly from the 
planning sessions without 
refinement or editing. Placing 
the results in these five 
categories is the first step in 
this process and bringing it 
back to our church will be 
essential for full ownership of 
what we are attempting. I 
notice in some of the tasks the 
word “measurable” is used. It is 
a good word to use because we 
should know if we are 
achieving anything. I can see 
how important it is to get 
active information on just what 
is happening in frequency of 
bible reading, prayer and study 
groups so we can work toward 
a proper strategy and 
objectively track growth.  
 
 
 
 

The regional ministry model 
that is being proposed is 
something that we are slowly 
evolving to, and as a result of 
this Summit it looks as if there is 
a good mandate for it to be 
much quicker in its 
implementation. I have already 
been in conversations with the 
Lutheran Church of Australia in 
ways they are implementing this 
in New South Wales. My 
preliminary report will be to 
Council of Synod on 21 August. 
Then I will get more information 
to the congregations about the 
regional model.  
 

One topic came up quite strongly at the Summit and that 
was the rationalisation of property and pastoral resources. 
So I need to say just a few words about it right now. We 
probably have less property than some members think. The 
LCNZ Trust “owns” the President’s manse in Palmerston 
North and the Whakatane manse. The small congregations, 
which may eventually close, would have their assets sold 
and the proceeds would go to the LCNZ Trust, but most of 
that church property is low in resale value. Compared to 
other districts of the LCA we really don’t have camps or 
large property holdings that can be liquidated. Upper 
Moutere is selling a sizable amount of their land, but it is 
going to support their local ministry.  One of the biggest 
areas of rationalisation is in staffing where each region may 
have just one seminary trained pastor on the LCNZ full sal-
ary schedule and other part-time ministry or Specific Minis-
try Pastors. It will need to be a regional model that stream-
lines rather than further expands ministry costs, and that is 
not an easy task.  
 
In closing, a BIG THANK YOU must be extended to members 
at Botany Lutheran Church, who assisted in accommodation 
and airport transfers; as well as to members at Mountain-
side Lutheran Church for hosting the day and providing 
refreshment in the form of morning/afternoon tea and 
lunch, and airport transfers.  For those who stayed for the 
Saturday evening meal, it was a real treat to experience In-
dian cuisine and hospitality supplied by Angel Gutla and her 
team of volunteers. 
 

Pastor Rob Erickson 

Shannon Hood leading  
the Summit 

Brainstorming at the Summit 

“There are tasks for us to 

do, it is not over yet” 
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A Permanent Guest 
Editor’s Note:  This article 
was first published in the New 
Zealand Lutheran in 1994 
and was re-submitted by the 
author. 
 
By water and the blood of 
Jesus, I have been purified, 
thereby anointing me and all 
believers with power within 
the church.   This is the work 
of the Holy Spirit to equip 
the church of God. 
 
And my relationship with the 
Son of God brings joy and 
peace to my spirit that will 
never leave me.  The Holy 
Spirit actually comes into my 
being — body, soul and 
spirit.  He is the living Christ, 
and He is my permanent 
guest.  He fills my life.  It is 
not enough to say that we 
believe in the Holy Spirit.  
We can have a relationship 
with him, and know him 
every day of our lives.  At all 
times with prayer we have 
unconditional Pentecosts. 
 
To be filled with the Holy 
Spirit brings love, joy, peace, 
and all manner of gifts to 
God’s people, God’s church.  
We can know and experience 
the attributes of the Holy 
Spirit in the world today.  
For God, the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit are in control.  
Just listen, watch, wait and 
see! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Asking for the Holy Spirit 
 
“If ye being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your 
children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him.”  Luke 11:13. 
 
Christ had just said “Ask and 
it shall be given to you.”  
God’s giving is inseparably 
connected with our asking.  
He applies this especially to 
the Holy Spirit.  As surely as 
a father on earth gives bread 
to his child, so God gives the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him.  The whole ministration 
of the Spirit is ruled by one 
great law:  God must give—
we must ask. 
 
When the Holy Spirit was 
poured out at Pentecost with 
a flow that never ceases, it 
was the answer to prayer.  
The inflow to the believer’s 
heart and the outflow in 
rivers of living water ever 
still depend upon the law:  
ask and it shall be given.  For 
all ages the promise of God’s 
spirit, laid down at the birth 
of the church, is that 
whatever else may be found 
on earth the power of the 
Holy Spirit must be prayed 
down from heaven.  The 
measure of believing is 
continued prayer for the 
Spirit’s working in the 
church — DIRECT, 
DETERMINED, DEFINITE 
PRAYER. 

Dawn Rowan 

National Youth Camp 2010 
 

Youth came from all over the North Island to gather at El Ran-
cho, in Waikanae, to come on National Youth Camp. As we 
looked at our theme: Get Connected, we explored relationships. 
We looked at how we look at and understand ourselves, our 
relationship with  God and how He sent His Son to save us. We 
looked at our relationship with our family, our friends, our 
church and other Christians. We even spoke about God’s view 
of sexual and intimate relationships.  
 
Amanda said: ‘NYC was awesome this year! We had heaps of 
new leaders, they were really cool. I learnt heaps from the 
small group times and the big group sessions.  

My favourite 
part was the 
scavenger hunt 
and also seeing 
all my old 
friends again! I 
can’t wait for 
next year’s 
camp :)’ 
 
Chelsea said: 'I 
learnt a lot 
about myself 
personally and 
how I can show 
God's love to 
different peo-
ple. National 
Youth Camp 
opened my 
eyes to 
my responsibilities as a child of God while having lots of 
fun!' 
 
With a specially designed blend of fun activities and spiri-
tual input, there was always something to be looking for-
ward to next. We enjoyed some crazy get to know you 
games involving lots of food and strange ways to eat or pass 
it between our teams, a scavenger hunt, a movie night and 
an afternoon of electives where we chose what activities we 
wanted to do. Some of us learnt about our spiritual gifts, 
some made photo albums and friendship bracelets, some 
played mini golf and others watched Veggie-tales on the big 
screen!  
 
Regardless of what we were doing, we were all having fun – 
getting to know each other, encouraging each other in our 
faith and building up the body of Christ. Wednesday night 
Wayne encouraged us to think about where we were in our 
journey with Jesus, and gave us the opportunity to respond 
to God’s good grace. The story of the prodigal son taught us 
that no matter where we are or what we might have done; 
God will always come running back for us and give us a 
cloak, a ring and a huge party.  
 
We all have only one coin in life, and it is our choice how we 
will spend it – waste it or spend it wisely! We hope that all 
the young people who came (and the leaders too!) have 

gone away 
from camp 
renewed, chal-
lenged and 
inspired to live 
their life for 
Jesus and 
make good 
biblical choices 
about how 
they live in 
relationship 
with God and 

other people. 
 

Look out for information about next years’ camp: no doubt 
it will be bigger and better than this one! 

Sam and Tanja 

Small Group???? 
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Fun Gala @ Botany Lutheran Church 
 

“ A creative  Fundraising Gala took place in the  
Auckland Eastern Suburb of Botany ….the event organ-
ised by the Botany Lutheran Church attracted hun-
dreds………A mix cultural extravaganza……… reported by 
Shirley Cheng of WORLD TV , 3 rd July 2010  
( NZ Nationwide Chinese TV Channel ) 
 
At first sight, it looked like another local school gala – peo-
ple frolicking about in search for bargains, treasure hunting 
for sentimental pieces among the magnificent piles of good-
ies; yet the fun continued with Ben showcasing his distinc-
tive jazz blues vocal, Sammy displaying his versatility by 
singing the Chinese opera to the audiences, and the beauti-
ful sound of Pipa tinkling the atmosphere with magic and 
flow through the lively crowd lingering along tables of tra-
ditional Asian cuisine. Amazingly, the church filled up with 
pleasant spicy Asian flavours and sweet aroma of life. What 
a fun jolly good day! Without doubt, the Botany Fun Gala 
provided an opportunity for everyone to get involved in a 
community event. The six hour Botany Fun Gala cascaded 
down with various highlights and attracted approximately 
300 people to visit our church and the Chinese TV news 
report on this special event further increased awareness of 
our church to the Chinese community. Thanks to our heav-
enly Father who gave us such a beautiful day with perfect 
fine weather enabling our youth fellowship members to 
complete over 30 carwashes and sell 200 sausages - a sig-
nificant contribution to the fundraising. The Botany Fun 
Gala amalgamated fundraising, cultural and musical per-
formance, and blended exceptionally well with our local 
community which not merely helped in raising funds for 
our church, but laterally connecting us to the people and 
extending our mission field. 
 
The idea of the Botany Fun Gala emerged from our dis-
tressed financial situation and we were all pondering what 
to do, the situation seemed too dire and hopeless for us to 
handle. Then came the message from God through the ser-
mon of Wayne George “What to do on the blink of un-
known”. We are encouraged by the THREE principles 
 

 Have Confidence in the Power 

 Remember the Promise 

 Depend upon the Presence 
 
Praise the Lord!  Thank God who unceasingly takes our 
problems into his own hand and surprises us with the out-
come, all we need to do is trust in HIS power.    Hallelujah !! 
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Great weather for a car wash at the Gala! 

A Rest Home visit by Botany Youth Fellowships  

On the July 15th, Cephas together with Sharon fellowship 
organized a rest home visit in Bucklands Beach. The 
weather was great and we met at the church at about 9 am 
for last rehearsal. 
Before we went to the rest home, we prepared a song called 
“Him” to perform to the elderly, hoping to share our joy and 
happiness with them. Kai, a member from Cephas fellow-
ship prepared a guitar solo named “ Tears in Heaven “ by 
Eric Clapton. 
 
We arrived at about 10:15 and the elderly were seated in a 
small group and their facial expressions showed that they 
were excited for our performance. Our fellowship leader 
Jacky, introduced us and we had a little conversation with 
the elderly before we sang the song. We cherished every 
moment of our conversations; they liked to tell us about 
their stories and experiences. We also prepared some tiny 
gifts for them and some of the elderly smiled with tears in 
their eyes when they received the presents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It was a fantastic experience to visit the elderly and it was a 
great opportunity to share God’s love to others. I am looking 
forward to go there again in the future. 

Peter Man 

Little gifts to the elderly  
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Smiles at Hephata 
“Hallo! Hallo!” The smiling man with the missing teeth 
called cheerily to us every morning, and indeed every 
time we walked past his sitting place. His warm call and 

his happy grin were guaranteed to make us smile back. 
But that was normal at Hephata – we were always met 
with smiling faces and cheerful greetings. This is truly a 
place of joy. 

Hephata Disability Centre is located in northern Sumatra, 
Indonesia, in a rural community about 20 minutes drive 
from the nearest town, Laguboti.  Hephata is a ministry of 
the HKBP Lutheran Church in Indonesia, and is also the 
partner in ministry of the Manawatu Lutheran Parish 
(Palmerston North and Feilding) here in New Zealand. 
Our parish has been in this partnership for around two 
years, and in July this year we sent our first team to stay 
on-site at Hephata, to share skills and to make 
relationships with our brothers and sisters in the centre. 

Hephata has around 
70 people with 
disabilities (24 of 
whom are blind or 
visually impaired) 
and 27 staff living on 
or near the campus. 
Two wonderful 
young pastors and 
their wives are the 
leaders of the Centre, and their vision is that the Centre, 
which currently runs off donations, financial support from 
the HKBP church and its own subsistence farming, will 
grow to become a self-sufficient farming/ training centre 
where disabled clients are able to reach their full 
potential.  

In the first year of the partnership Manawatu parish sent 
money to install a well and pump at Hephata. The local 
staff managed this project magnificently, using the money 
wisely to bring clean running water into all the houses on 
the campus for the first time. The project brought much 
joy, both for the Hephata folk and for us in the parish 
looking at their delighted faces in photos. But we want 
our partnership to be more than just money-provision; 
we want to be in genuine relationship. So it was time to 
send some visitors! 

The Manawatu parish team was: Steve LaGrow, our 
leader, a Professor in Rehabilitation Studies at Massey 
University, who led training workshops at Hephata in 
mobility and cane skills for blind clients and their 
trainers. Rick Satherley, a farmer, and Butch Jurgens, a 
stock agent, showed the small but keen Hephata farming 
team how to clear scrub, raise fences (including a solar-
powered electric fence!), and manage beef stock.  

They were joined by Brian Mackenzie, a greenhouse 
manager,  who worked firstly in the gardens and then 
with the farming team constructing fences and gates. 
Pauline Simonsen was the final member of the team, who 
did some teaching at a nearby Bible Women’s school, and 
who also led some visioning and team –building for the 
Hephata staff and leaders.  

We were a varied group! But during the months of prepa-
ration and especially during the ten-day visit, we found 
ourselves knitting very closely, working and enjoying the 
experiences together, and caring for each other as we 
encountered new cultural practises, interesting housing 
and food, and some sickness.  It was great sharing stories 
in the early evening after we all returned from our vari-
ous work-sites. Steve regaled us with tales of cane races 
with a visually-impaired young Batak boy, all cheered on 
by ‘his’ deaconesses. Rick and Butch got more and more 
satisfied as the days went by, watching the skinny, thirsty 
cattle fatten up and fill out with the good water and feed 
they’d taught the farming team to provide. Brian, our 
official photographer, provided us all with great photo 
memories. He has left his protégé, a local worker they 
nicknamed “Taranaki”, with the skills to build a fine 
Taranaki gate for future fences! And Pauline was de-
lighted that the boys eventually got to hear the singing of 
the Bible Women – like angels.  

Indonesia has the fourth-largest population in the world 
(230 million, primarily Muslim), spread over thousands 
of islands. In Sumatra we found minimal infrastructure 
existed, and the living conditions were very basic. There 
is virtually no government support for disabled people, 
and as a result the Church picks up a lot of the social ser-
vices.  Hephata stood out to us as a safe haven where dis-
abled people received love, respect and good care, and 
were taught hygiene and communal responsibility.   We 
were profoundly impressed with the vision and energy of 
Pr Alaris and Pr Osten, and we were humbled by the way 
the staff made a good home and environment from very 
little re-
sources.  

We came 
away with a 
deep respect 
and affection 
for the people 
we met at 
Hephata, and 
a strong com-
mitment to 
see the partnership between our two communities grow 
and deepen in the years to come – hopefully to the bless-
ing of many, and to God’s plan and glory. 

Pauline Simonsen 
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A TRIBUTE to ENAHA KWA... 
 
Editor’s Note:  Enaha and her family (children Jolene, Grace, 
Dika, Rabam and Lekwa and husband, Eric) were members of 
Mountainside Lutheran Church in Auckland.  The following is 
an excerpt from an article written by Tikiiemb Shiiemb and 
published in the Sunday Chronicle, PNG. 
 
At the mere age of 37, Enaha was acknowledged to be the 
most promising champion among the few who stood for 
and advocated for the rightful place of all women in Papua 
New Guinea and indeed globally. 
 
As stated in many of the well meaning eulo-
gies, Enaha was loved, respected and ac-
cepted in the ever widening circle of gen-
der equity advocators—here in her country 
as well in the region.  Public pronounce-
ments made at the crowded UPNG chapel 
mourners heard unanimously the ever pre-
sent sense of the great passion with which 
the late Enaha has single handedly pursued 
and supported to the end, almost relig-
iously, that national phenomenon of gen-
der equality advocacy.  To this Enaha has 
had the unequivocal backing of her equally 
ingenious husband, Dr Eric Kwa. 
 
Enaha was on her way to becoming the 
popular discerning national voice of con-
sciousness in connection with the issues 
that affected women in this country.  
Speeches read out to honour the late Enaha’s varied contri-
butions; many have expressed that electrifying force, the 
inner radiance of energy manifested in the instinctive quali-
ties of sincerity, devotion and glamour to duty brought on 
to the discourses on women and development in PNG in 
recent times.  This was the Enaha hallmark; which legacy 
must now be upheld, emulated and entrenched in the 
greater national movement.... Enaha truly was a godsend.   
 
Thoughts shared by friends from Mountainside congrega-
tion.... 
 
“Enaha was truly a Woman of God and both she and her 
husband Eric had such a strong faith and were passionate 
about sharing their faith.  They were also both passionate 
about their home country Papua New Guinea.  They both 
studied overseas in Australia, I think for a while 
in the States, and then Eric came here to pursue 
his doctorate.  While they did study abroad, both 
knew it was only part of their journey back home 
to put both their faith and their knowledge to 
work to help make their country a better place.  
They had slightly different paths to take on that 
journey with Eric being a champion of Environ-
mental Law and Enaha a champion of the educa-
tion and empowering of women.  There was an 
energy about them with their faith and passion 
that gave you a confident feeling that they would 
indeed make a difference.  In the short time they 
were with us at Mountainside, they were in-
volved.  I had  

the good fortune to get to know them and Dika and to be 
able to work with Enaha on a couple of our early re-started 
Holiday Bible Adventures. She took up the big challenge of 
writing the materials, because we didn't have a large budget 
and we had to do all the programme development our-
selves.  I was in awe of the framework she set up for in-
struction and the high quality result.  Besides all of that, she 
was just fun to work with and be with.  We all missed them 
when they left and were saddened when we heard that she 
was called to her Lord so suddenly.  Our prayers are with 
Eric and their young family, may God comfort them and 
hold them close.” 

Roxanne Bakke 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I came to know Enaha and Eric in 2004 when I came into 
this country. They instantly became friends with my family 
and our kids became friends too. Eric and Enaha were very 
friendly and they opened their house to us and we knew as 
a family that we could call into their house without making 
any appointments. We used to meet most Sundays after 
church and have lunch and sometimes dinner together. 
Enaha was a kind lady who was very patient and intelligent. 
She was a good listener because I remember when my 
mother died in 2005 she came to pick me from my 
house  and took me to her house so that I would not be 
alone during the day when my husband was at work. She 
was a great comfort to me those times and I considered her 
as my sister as I didn’t have close family in this country. She 
gave me her shoulder to cry on when I needed to cry. I re-
member also how she used to be able to prepare a meal 

very fast by throwing everything in the 
pot and let it just boil. We enjoyed those 
meals and times we spent together. My 
family will continue to miss her but we 
know that she is no longer in pain. She 
loved the Lord God so much and we will 
always remember her family in our 
prayers. 

Noreen Masiane 
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Please join our Pilgrimage of Faith 
 

To commemorate 150 years since our forebears arrived in Marton to establish 

St Martins Lutheran Church 
 

Wellington to Marton : Monday 4th – Sunday 10th October 2010 
 

 
 

The Itinerary 
 

Monday 4th   9.00am  Wellington to Mana   Meet at Queen’s Wharf (off Jervois Quay) 
 

Tuesday 5th   9.00am  Mana to Paraparaumu Beach Meet at Mana Railway Station 

           (off Mana Esplanade) 
 

Wednesday 6th 9.00am  Waikanae to Waikawa Beach Meet at northern banks of Waikanae River 

           (Waiheke Street) 
 

Thursday 7th  9.00am  Waikawa Beach to Waiterere Meet at cnr of James & Manga-Pirau Streets 
 

Friday 8th  9.00am  Waiterere to Himatangi Beach Meet at Surf Living Saving Club (cnr of   

           Newman Esplanade & Waiterere Beach Road) 
 

      Crossing of Manawatu River provided by Manawatu Marine Boating Club 
 

Saturday 9th  9.00am  Himatangi Beach to Bulls  Meet at Himatangi Beach Store (Hunia Tce) 
 

 4 wheel motorbikes and trailers may be provided on the Himatangi to Tangimoana      

 section of the beach for those unable to walk. 
 

 Crossing of Rangitikei River to Scott’s Ferry provided by Tangimoana Boating Club 
 

Sunday 10th  8.00am  Bulls to St Martins, Marton Meet cnr High Street & State Highway 1 
 

   10.30am  Procession – Henderson’s Line to St Martins with pioneer German bullock wagon 
 

   11.00am  Thanksgiving Worship at St Martins 
 

   12.30pm  Fellowship Lunch  $10 Adults 

          $5 13 and Under 
 

    You need to register yourself (and your family) for the fellowship lunch.   

    Please contact Rod Lyon 06 327 8370 (Evenings)  021 212 6781   

    email r-b.lyon@actrix.gen.nz, to register 
       

FOR MORE INFORMATION – PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR MARK WHITFIELD 
 

12 King Street ▪ Mt Cook ▪ Wellington 6021 ▪ pastor.wellingtonlutheran@paradise.net.nz ▪ 04 9723705 

 

mailto:pastor.wellingtonlutheran@paradise.net.nz

