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The Lord is doing a new thing in the LCNZ 
HOME GROWN LEADERSHIP FOR LCNZ IN GOD’S 
PERFECT TIMING 
 
In a joyous celebration, after several months of 
anticipation, the New Zealand Lutheran Church has 
welcomed to its Presidential seat, Rev Mark Whitfield. 
Installed on Sunday 12th February, at 2pm in the St 
Paul’s Wellington Lutheran Church, 
over 150 members, friends and 
dignitaries joined in the service of 
installation overseen by Rev. Mark 
Lieschke on behalf of the LCA 
President Rev Dr. Michael Semmler.  
President Whitfield is, of course, no 
stranger to the LCNZ. Having 
completed serving the St Paul’s, 
Wellington and St Francis, 
Mauriceville West congregations for 
the past near on 11 years at the June 
2011 synod upon his election, this 
was not his first interaction by a 
long shot with the LCNZ. Mark was 
born and raised on a family farm at 
Bonny Glen, near Marton, the eldest 
of 4 children, including a foster 
brother. His family connections to 
the church stretch back 5 
generations, when his great, great, 
great grandfather Heinrich Goile 
established the Lutheran Church in 
Marton in 1860. 
 
Growing up in the NZ Lutheran 
Church, Mark enjoyed many of the 
pursuits similar to others in his era: 
the local Marton youth group, 
Lutheran Youth of New Zealand 
Christian Life Weeks, LYNZ Conventions and New Year 
Camps. Another pursuit and love that has followed him 
all his life, from his humble beginnings as a 13 year old, 
is sharing in church music – playing the organ and 
singing in choirs. Regardless of where the Lord has 
called him, be it Australia to complete pastoral 

training, graduate placement and subsequent parish 
calls, in the US or NZ, Mark has shared his gifts and 
interests in church music. 
 
How blessed the Lutheran Church is to have a leader 
amongst us ready to admit their imperfection and 
embrace the grace of God to sustain Him in service as a 
servant to us all. In his acceptance speech at the LCNZ 

Synod last June, President Whitfield 
admitted his struggle and 
questioning of the call of God on his 
life for this position. However, he 
also reminded us all, that our God is 
one who allows us to come, just as 
we are “invited to be one who totally 
depends on God because He is 
everything [we] need”. President 
Whitfield also acknowledges the 
encouragement he has received 
from his Vicar Father, Dr David 
Stolz, who has told him at his times 
of wavering and doubt that “if God 
brings you to it; God will lead you 
through it”. 
 
To this end, Rev Stolz presented the 
message at the installation service, 
encouraging Mark in his Calling to 
the Office of Servant. Admitting to 
the gathering that the last 6 months 
has indeed been a lonely place of 
wilderness for Mark, as he 
questioned God’s call on His life to 
public ministry and struggled with 
ill health, he encouraged Mark with 
these words: “God has heard your 
cry and graciously healed you to 

bring you to this day...God is with us in the wilderness 
and God never forsakes us”. 
 
President Whitfield hopes for many things for the 
LCNZ, not the least of which is a church that is growing 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe 
Place Committee has established a 

confidential service for responding to 
complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment by 

church employees. Trained advisers are 
available to help. FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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and vibrant and reliant on the Holy Spirit to lead us as 
the Word of God is preached and shared in our 
community. He has a strong commitment to see the 
LCNZ reflect its unique cultural background and 
interaction with the Maori heritage of our country, and 
will certainly continue to spur us on in the areas of 
worship and music. His passions and gifting will no 
doubt continue to be shared with St Paul’s Wellington, 
the wider Wellington Christian Community, and the 
LCNZ as he visits Pastors, church workers and 
congregations as his role calls him to. 
 
It is a unique and special time for the LCNZ right now: 
found in the centre of God’s perfect timing, having a 
fully home grown leadership for the church, possibly 
for the first time ever, with Rev Mark Whitfield as 
President and Rev John Davison (Vice President), both 
boys from Marton, leading us into the future. In a sign 
of absolute confidence and affirmation of Rev 
Whitfield to the role, all of the currently serving 
Pastors of the LCNZ were in attendance and took part 
in the installation rite. May the Spirit of God continue 
to rest richly on Mark as he leads God’s church in New 
Zealand. 
Haere mai e te Wairua Tapu 
Whakakīia ngā ngākau o āo tāngata whakapono 
Whakaūria ki roto i a rātou te kāpura o tōu aroha 
Tonoa mai tōu Wairua, ā, ka hou ō mātou ngākau 
Ka hou anō hoki te mata o te whenua 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the 
Fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall 
be created and you 
Will renew the face of the earth 
 
The karanga (call) chanted over Mark by Megan 
Somerville, to invoke the Holy Spirit as he was 
installed by the laying on of hands of the President’s 
elected servant (Rev Mark Lieschke) and the assisting 
Pastors.   
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has 
gone, the new is here!   

 
 Kia tau ki a koutou te atawhai me te rangimarie o te Atua 
 Grace and peace to you from God 

 願 父 神 所 賜 的 恩 惠 和 平 安 與 你 們 同 在 

 
I woke up Monday morning, the 13th February and things were different.  I had 
a much heavier cross hanging around my neck, a new title and a new job.  I’ve 
got a new address, a couple of new phone numbers, a new email, and a new 
office. 
 
I guess what all this points to is the amazing new creation that Christ has 
brought about in me especially with regard to the call to lead and serve as 
president of the church here in New Zealand.   
 
The last time I wrote for Olive Tree I was feeling anything but new, but by his 
grace and love come to life through many people, I have been affirmed in my 
call to presidency.  The old worries and anxieties have diminished, and in their 
place I have a renewed sense of call.  No wonder.  We sang and prayed this last 
Sunday didn’t we – 
 

Haere mai e te Wairua Tapu  
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in 
them the fire of your love.  Send forth your Spirit and they shall 
be created and you will renew the face of the earth. 

 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is warming the Lutheran Church of New 
Zealand with the fire of Christ’s love and with a renewed passion and energy 
for bringing others into the warmth of this love. 
 
At our Church Workers Conference last week we shared some great stories of 
the Spirit filling the hearts of God’s faithful people through the LCNZ.  Amongst 
the stories – 
 

We heard that at a youth leaders retreat in the Manawatu, young people 
were growing and maturing in their sense of God’s call on their lives. 

We heard of a desire to connect with the community in Whanganui; a 
desire to have a presence in the neighbourhood. 

We heard that out of the destruction of earthquakes, opportunities present 
themselves for pastoral care together with the ministries of listening 
and praying and sharing the sacrament. 

We heard that in a time of retirement for one of our young-looking older 
pastors there is opportunity for ministry in a little beachside village. 

We heard that in Hamilton they want to become intentional in connecting 
with international university students. 

We heard that a maths tuition class, an exercise class for around 30 people 
and a Food Bank are underway at Botany.  Vicar Tat comments, “The 
exercise class   … splendid!  Lutheran is starting to get famous in the 
Eastern Chinese community!”  Ah, that’s what we want – a healthy 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Kogudus Retreat II 

Prayer 
Growing in a Relationship, 

Not Mastering a Technique 

27-29 April 2012 

CYC Ngaruawahia 

“Kogudus” is an Estonian word that means 

Christian fellowship. The retreat format provides an 

environment of encouragement in which you can 

ask and discuss questions, share what you have 

already learned and just simply grow in exercising 

your faith. 

Kogudus is a chance to take time with God, away 

from the things that usually clamour for our 

attention. To let Him strengthen our faith, deepen 

our commitment, and equip us for His service. It is 

an opportunity to grow, learn, and share in 

fellowship with one another. 

More details and registration is available from 

brochures at your church, on the LCNZ website at 

http://goo.gl/Z7SBK or by emailing  

simon@lieschke.net. 

Lutheran church! 
And then one among us is having a baby – a 

real ‘new creation’ – and Anna’s planning 
on stepping back a little after serving our 
church so well in so many ways recently. 

 
The guy behind this publication – Dan – he’s new 
to the job.  Thank the Lord for him, and pray 
blessing on the new flavour he will bring to the 
Olive Tree.  
 
On the 17th and 18th February we will welcome 4 
new people to Council of Synod.  This is God’s way 
of freshening up and renewing the leadership of 
the church for the new things he wants to do 
through us. 
 
Wellington/Wairarapa and Mountainside are 
looking forward to welcoming new pastors 
sometime soon we hope to shepherd them into 
the future that God is calling his people to.  At the 
same time, North Shore is keen to discern God’s 
plans and purposes for them, and so have asked 
me to lead them in exploring how they might 
recognise opportunities for ministry in and make 
connections with their community. 
 
As St Paul writes: the new is here! (2 Cor.5:17) 
 
I wrote in a recent update that when we wake 
each morning and start the new day, we’re invited 
to go back to the point of origin – our baptism.  
Some might say that going back to the same thing 
each day is a bit routine; a bit mundane.  Not 
when water and the Word of God are involved.  
Like the New Zealand symbol of the koru 
symbolizing new life, our baptism reminds us that 
in Christ we are continually being made new.  
Indeed each new day (or routine day for that 
matter), we are being created anew in Christ and 
we are being prepared for new opportunities for 
love and service in his name. 

 
Tomorrow morning (17th February) when I wake 
I will be 50   … not 50 years old, but 50 years new 
because that’s the way it is with a God who 
embraces us into Christ and who draws us into 
his promises, his future, his plans and purposes.  
Every day from now on is a new day; let us rejoice 
and be glad in them! 
 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki 

God be with you. 
 

+ MARK 

(Continued from page 3) 
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KOGUDUS 
Brent 
 
During the past 3 years I have been enjoying diverse 
but very enriching Kogudus retreats.  
Since I have been attending the Kogudus retreats 
(named after a Greek word which means “fellowship”) 
I have noticed significant personal growth in the very 
areas that the retreats were about. 
 
The funny thing is that each time I leave a Kogudus 
retreat I think to myself “very nice, but now back to the 
real world. Have I just attended yet another retreat 
where nothing really changes?” 
 
In my immediate reality, it even appears that nothing 
has actually changed, but as I look deeper, I understand 
that in every one of the Kogudus Retreat topics that I 
have attended, I have grown significantly. Why would 
this be and how could this be, I ask? 
 
For one thing, in Kogudus, you are amongst God’s 
people who are powerfully equipped with Word and 
with Spirit. They are blessed with hope and with 
prayer and in that sort of company; a person is blessed 
with every spiritual blessing. When others pray for 
you, and pray with you in agreement, then you are in 
store for an amazing work of God. Yes, this is often 
(and usually) beyond our wildest imaginations as God’s 
ways are far higher than our own. It is because of the 
mysterious ways of God that we often don’t anticipate 
or even notice change, and can blind to the change that 
has occurred or that might occur. 
 
Speaking of the power of prayer, the topic of our next 

Kogudus Retreat is “Prayer”. Funny thing really, as 
prayer is one of my weakest areas at the moment! One 
challenge that I have been facing over recent years is 
“what on earth should I pray for?” After all, do I know 
the mind of God, and how could I ever know the mind 
of God, if His ways are higher and greater than mine? 
So for what then, should I pray, and should I pray at all 
if I don’t even know what to ask for? Would not a 
foolish prayer be mere foolishness – a thing better 
avoided than done? 
 
But I wonder if God will bless me in my attitude of 
prayer rather than the actual words or the foolish 
things that I do ask for. Perhaps He will bless the actual 
words, foolish as they are, because of the attitude with 
which they were asked – who knows? I shall have to 
attend the next Kogudus retreat to fall yet again under 
the blessing of God and of His anointed people, in order 
to find out and to live out, the next exciting journey 
that my Master has install for me! 
 
Speaking of the anointing of God’s people, at Kogudus 
we are blessed with meeting people from the wider 
church, where we fall under the blessing of their 
fellowship, their faith, their diverse gifts and their 
grace, and I know that this is pleasing to God – now 
that’s a good start for prayer growth isn’t it! 
 
Should you care to join the next retreat I would be 
blessed to see you there, and to fall under the power of 
your heartfelt prayer and fellowship!   

Introducing new members to 

Council of Synod and  

Lutheran Support Ministries. 

 
Due to Pr Milton accepting the call to Ipswich a new 
Vice President was required to support Pr Mark.  Pr 
John Davison from Hamilton/Bay of Plenty Parish has 
stepped into this role.  Pr Chris Janetzki from Upper 
Moutere is the extra Pastor on Council of Synod. 
Newer members to Council of Synod are Gerhard 
Hoppe from Manawatu Parish and Katharina Borzik 
from Hamilton. 
Newer members to Lutheran Support Ministries are Pr 

Lee Kroehn from Manawatu Parish and Simon Lieschke 

from Mountainside. 

 

Next Edition – June 
Hi everyone just a quick note from me. The 
next edition of the Olive Tree is all about MIS-
SION and what us as within the LCNZ are doing 
to reach out to the people around us. The text 
is from Luke chapter 14 verse 23 “Then the 
master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads 
and country lanes and compel them to come 
in, so that my house will be full”. 
Articles should be submitted by the 15th of May 
Please enjoy this edition of the Olive Tree 
 
In the name of Jesus 
Dan Carswell 
Editor  
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This article was sent to the Olive Tree by Joan McKenzie 

who is the mother of the late Andrew McKenzie. Andrew 

(Andy) was a member of many different churches in the 

LCNZ, he had a great impact on many people lives and 

always shined the light of Jesus in everything he did. 

 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR - SPRING 2003 
IS IT TIME YOU WERE COMMITTED? 
 
I have observed a thing recently that I don't think I 
have ever perceived in the Lutheran Church before.  
Let me start by defining what it is not.  It is not a new 
teaching.  It's not a new programme.  It is most 
certainly not a new committee. It is not a new direction 
from church leadership, and, a new pastor is it not... 
 
I believe we in the Lutheran Church have been guilty of 
indulging in excesses.  We have been either one of two 
things:  either excessively busy attending meetings and 
the like, or excessively diligent in observing the 
activities of the church. 
 
I know that I have been both.  In my younger days I 
was a doer.  My feet hardly touched the ground as I 
flitted from National Youth planning meetings, to 
Church Council meetings, to youth group outings, to 
band 
practise.  All while trying to forge a life outside the 
church as well.  Needless to say that after a few years of 
this, I was well 
and truly burnt 
out. 
 
This led me to 
my observation 
p h a s e .  
Resolving not 
to get myself 
involved in 
anything that 
r e s e m b l e d 
commitment, I 
became a pew 
sitter.  In my 
new role I 
became an avid 
reader of 
c h u r c h 
literature, and 
as such I could 
always tell you 
exactly what the church was doing wrong, and how I 
would have done it better! 
 
Of course I am using somewhat selective memory here 
for effect, but these are, in broad brush strokes, 

reasonably accurate representations of parts of my life 
to date.  I am sure that I am not unique in these 
experiences.  I think most people who have grown up 
in the church, or spent a long time in it, will be able to 
recount times of excessive 'Doing' or excessive 'Pew 
Sitting'.  Don't get me wrong, I don't regret any of it, 
because all those experiences have helped to make me 
the person I am today.  But also, all these experiences 

have helped me 
to recognise a 
better way as 
it's been 
u n f o l d i n g 
before me. 
 
I believe that 
there is now, 
more than ever 
before, a 
ground swell of 
L u t h e r a n 
Christians in 
this country 
w h o  a r e 
r e c o g n i s i n g 
their potential 
in Christ:  
recognising that 
there is more to 
Church life than 

committees and pews;  recognising that the great 
commission (Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations...) really is God speaking to each one, with 
personal commission for each of us, not just the church 
corporate; recognising that yes, God did build us 
unique, because He has a unique task for each of us. 
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Dear Friends and Family in Aotearoa, 
 
Kia tau ki a koutou, te atawhai me te rangimarie o te 
Atua. (Grace and peace to you from God.) 
 
I pen this note from a 
point along life’s journey 
that I would never have 
envisioned either when 
Samantha, Liam and I left 
South Africa, over 2 ½ 
years ago, or when we 
left Auckland, NZ, nine 
months ago! 
 
Having been installed as 
the sole pastor of the 
Greenock Lutheran 
Parish here in the 
Barossa Valley, on 5th 
February, it’s been a little 
over a week since I’m 
officially “on the job”; 
although I certainly do 
not view it as being a 
mere “job”. Instead I 
view it as an opportunity 
for service in the 
Kingdom of God, doing 
what I have always loved 
doing since God called 
me into ministry almost 
20 years ago now, at the 
age of 18 (wow, that 
makes me sound old!) i.e. 
to preach His Word. 
 
The aim of this short 
insert is, in a simple, yet heartfelt way, to express to 
you, my LCNZ family a big thank you for your 
investment in me as a layworker in Auckland, as a 
student at ALC, and now as a Lutheran pastor here in 
the Barossa; your investment by way of 
financial support, prayer and ongoing encouragement. 

Where I am today and whatever lives God uses me to 
impact for His glory, in the future, may you have the joy 
of knowing that you share in that. I pray that 
the seeds you have planted in my family’s and my life, 
will continue to bring forth much fruit for the Master, 

as we serve Him in this 
part of the vineyard 
(quite literally!) 
 
Although it’s always 
difficult to name 
individuals, since God has 
used so many to speak 
into my life, I particularly 
want to thank both 
former LCNZ president, 
Rev Rob Erickson, as well 
as current president, 
Rev Mark Whitfield for 
the roles you have each 
played by way of 
encouragement. I also 
thank our many friends at 
Mountainside, as well as 
throughout NZ, who have 
taken an interest in our 
journey and have 
maintained contact for 
the purposes of 
edification. For this we 
are eternally grateful. 
 
Well I could go on, 
however I will be saying 
the same thing in so 
many different ways. So 
in a nutshell, yet with no 
less sincerity, I say 

THANK YOU! Dankie! Kia Ora! 
 
Much love & blessing 
Wayne, Samantha & Liam George 

 
God is doing a new (but very old) thing amongst us.  
And when I attend events like Kogudus, the recent Cell 
Church seminar and local Alpha meetings, I am finding 
that God is getting his people motivated.  God is 
changing people's lives.  God is empowering us to "Go 
and make disciples of all nations". 
 
- Andrew Mackenzie 
 
"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age."  Matthew 
28:19. 
 
'Blessed are those who acknowledge that there is only 
one God and have quit applying for his position.' - 
Author Unknown.   
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A JOURNEY I DIDN’T EXPECT… 
 
… at all when I started my Twenty20 training for the 
LCNZ and LCA in 2010.  In case you haven’t heard what 
it’s about here it is in a nutshell: 20 people are trained 
for the year 2020 and beyond in leadership for our 
church. In the process (through my homework) I am 
also training other people volunteering in 
congregations and in national committees. The other 
Twenty20 participants are doing the same throught the 
LCA/ LCNZ. I am enjoying the homework and the 
workshops I attended in Australia a lot because it has 
brought me closer to God. 
 
How did it bring me closer to God? I am so hugely 
thankful for the many blessings God has given me and I 
KNOW all the earthly blessings are only given to me – I 
don’t own them  - that in my prayer I asked God to 
bring me closer to him and that he would show me a 
way how I can serve him to show how thankful I am for 
what he has given me. Dangerous to pray this!  
 
A long story short (read more of my journey on my 
blog if you like 
www.twenty20experience.blogspot.co.nz) I am doing 
all the extra work to give back to the one who has 
blessed me so richly. Through my travels I saw 
Australia a bit (I am a photographer so pretty exciting!) 
but I also met wonderful people with talents from 
which I could learn so much about God and my 
relationship with him, about human mistakes and how 
to deal with it, how to better handle hurt and how to 
develop a vision and make it happen, how teams work 
and what struggles they face, what is leadership and 
why is it so hard and why the evil one is giving me an 
extra hard time  
Have I triggered your interest? Then browse my blog. 
I put up there content from the Twenty20 courses 
that I thought is valuable for you and our church 
because I believe in education and the fact that you 
never get to old for it! That is my smooth transition 
to another opportunity to learn more about what I 
talked before: serving our church as best as we can. 
 
There is the last Twenty20 workshop in 
administration coming up which I will be teaching 
and believe me it won’t be your usual 
administration  workshop because I have never 
done one before  (like so many other things since I 
started my Twenty20 training). I have a 
background in teaching and I promise it won’t be 
technical or dry but hands on learning and 
knowledge that is actually useful for what you 
need in your congregation! 
 
Yes you might say: have done it for years, I know 
what I am doing. What would she be able to 
teach me anyway? It’s a busy time of the year, I 
can’t come,…and here are my straight out 

thoughts on that: You probably have got a few years 
more experience than I have - how cool! I wane learn 
from you! I want you to share with the others! Does 
that mean you are impeccable and have nothing to 
improve on. Doubt it. There is always something new 
to learn and much of the things your congregation will 
be expected to know, implement and comply to. So this 
is a great chance to catch up on what is happening. Yes, 
it’s also a busy time. When is it not busy?  To be honest, 
life is always busy! The question is how high up the 
ladder of importance is your skill and talent 
development and your service for God? 
 
For more details on the workshop please ask your 
pastor or administrator for the emails and letters that 
have been sent out and check out the poster in this 
Olive Tree Issue. 
 
I pray to God that you, who read this, will be stirred in 
your heart to find your way to serve your God the best 
way you can.  The Lord bless you even more and give 
you his wonderful peace.  
 
In His Service,  
Katharina C. Borszik  
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DEVOTIONAL 

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 

reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 

 

       How are you travelling through life? "Same old, same old." the fellow replied. With no 

understanding of God's grace in his life - he wrestled with despair and frustration. He hadn't 

heard or understood that "in Christ" he is a new creation with a calling and purpose beyond 

the "same old, same old." 

       In our daily struggle with the 'same old, same old," we have the most important gift to help 

us as we read in Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Christ 

has given us the victory and invites us to "no longer live for ourselves," but for each other, and 

especially for those who are still struggling. 

       We're not merely spectators in life - but 

participants with Christ - there's room for 

more witnesses and participants too. We don't 

"have to" do everything, but we are to be open 

to those opportunities God allows for us to 

serve Him and each other. 

       Likewise we don't dwell on what we once 

were, nor do we dwell on what our neighbour 

was before he or she was saved, but we see 

him or her as Christ sees - as a person who has 

been lifted up to walk with Jesus too. 

       What Jesus did for us in Holy Baptism was 

to scrub away all the debris of human 

corruption. He invites us then to help others 

have the same new beginning and peace of 

mind we have each day in Jesus as our Lord. 

       As Christians who daily remember what God has done in their Baptism we can be confident 

that our sin is gone, so we don't regard each other as opponents. In Christ we have no infection 

with spiritual diseases such as 

hatred, selfishness, pride, envy, lust and superiority over against anyone Jesus died for. 

       As new people in Christ we offer a hand up to the battler, a pat on the back to the struggler, 

and a word of encouragement to the backslider, a prayer for the sick and ill, and an open 

forgiving heart for all who have 

offended against us. 

       In the relationship Jesus has with us, and we have with our fellow believers, we're not even 

going to think about "sneaking one past them" because, Jesus "died for all, that those who live 

might no longer live for themselves but for Him, who for their sake died and was 

raised."  Amen. 

 

Hope all is going well with you. 

God bless, 

Pr John Davidson 
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 President Mark Whitfield, Leanne, Chelsea, Brittany & Charlotte – God’s strength, 
guidance and protection 

 LCA President Mike Semmler – God’s peace and guidance 

 Council of Synod, LSM & LLL members as they serve on these committee’s. Pray for 
the spirit of unity and the bond of peace and the Holy Spirit’s guidance at their 
meetings. 

 For Mountainside Auckland and St Paul’s, Wellington during their time of 
vacancy.  Thank God for the lay people who take on extra responsibilities during 
this time and for Interim Pastor’s. 

 For those who have been elected to govern New Zealand for the next three 
years.  May God give them wisdom to govern justly and in the best interests of all 
New Zealanders. 

 All the different ministries within the LCNZ congregations. 

 Give thanks to God that He gives us strength to live in faith.  Ask that He would 
continue to give us His Holy Spirit so that we may share this hope with others. 

contribute prayer points:  mollets@xtra.co.nz 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

Many thanks Anna!!!!   
 
It is interesting - Editors can choose what is printed.  When Betsy finished her role 
as Olive Tree editor on behalf of LSM I did a thank you to be published and she 
chose not to so I had to ask Anna to include it in the first Olive Tree she was editor 
for.  Then I do a thank you for Anna for the last Olive Tree and thank you Anna you 
chose to do the same thing - leave it out.  :-)  As a church we have been blessed to 
be served by Anna last year so that we would still receive the Olive Tree.  We 
would still hear what was happening around the LCNZ.  You did a great job, I know 
you told me that Tony does all the hard work, but it is team work and there were 
deadlines to work to which for you were amongst ALL the other things that you do 
as a Pastor's wife, mum, commitments within Manawatu Parish and your other 
LCNZ commitments.  Thank you for agreeing to be editor for twelve months and 
for doing it with commitment and a desire to honour your Lord.  Much 
appreciated.  :-) 
 
God's peace and joy to you always! 
 
Sharolyn Mollet for LSM 
The Olive Tree is part of the LSM responsibilities 



COUNCIL OF SYNOD AND GATEWAY GIFT MEETINGS 
HELD 17 & 18 MARCH 2012 
 
Summary of matters covered in these meetings. 
 
CoS members installed 
 Pastor John Davison (vice President) 
 Pastor Chris Janetzki (pastor rep) 
 Katharina Borszik (lay rep) 
 Simon Lieschke (LSM rep) 
 
Service of Installation of Pastor Mark Whitfield as 
President of LCNZ. Reflections on the special event held 
on 12 February. 
 
Twenty20 Workshop 
Workshop on Finance, Governance and Administration 
to be held on 17 & 18 March at the LCNZ Offices. This is 
an opportunity for those who are either currently or 
considering serving on congregation/parish leadership 
teams to gain valuable insight into the requirements. 
 
Celebration 21 Statement 
Review of the statement was undertaken. Ways in 
which this can be better utilized to support and 
encourage mission were considered. Exposure in the 
Olive Tree as a regular article, and as the theme for 
each publication, and regional or a national event are 
to be considered by LSM. 
 
LSM 
 The requirement of an administrator to provide 

the necessary support for the ministry to function 
appropriately 

 Upgrading of the LCNZ website, including the 
updating by congregations/parishes of their 
pages 

 Kogudus Retreats planned for April and 
September 

 Child Safe compliance requirements 
 
Church Workers Conference 
The most recent was held in PN in February. The 3 
gatherings per year will continue as these provide vital 
pastoral support. 
 
Professional Standards Unit (PSU) 
The requirements of the LCA will continue to be 
progressed by a task group. Pastor Mark will be 
seeking suitably skilled people for this. 
 
SMP Training 
Opportunities provided by ALC are to be pursued. 
 
Mission within congregations 
To assist CoS with its leadership additional information 
is to be sought from congregations/parishes, including 
a copy of the Annual Reports and a separate report on 
the benefits gained from all grant funding provided, 
these are to be provided annually. 

LCNZ Administrator 
Reconsideration given to the duties. A revised job 
description is to be prepared and the position is to be 
re-advertised. 
 
LCNZ Offices 
The current lease expires in October. A task force was 
established to gather options and submit proposals. 
 
Christchurch Earthquake Fund 
Donations have been received from congregations/
individuals of LCNZ, LCA and LCMS. Peter Hentschel 
continues to administer the fund on behalf of CoS. 
Significant funds are still available and it is expected 
that requests will be made over the next 12 to 18 
months. 
 
Financials 

 LCNZ for the year ended 31 Dec 2011 – deficit of 
$20,000, excluding the capital loss on sale of the 
Hawtrey Tce manse. 

 M&D for the year ended 31 Dec 2011 – deficit of 
$20,000 (grants in excess of income received 
during the year funded from prior year 
surpluses). With use of significant amounts of the 
capital funds for purchase of the President’s 
manse there will be considerably less income 
available for grants in the coming year. 

 
Gateway Gift 

 New trustees appointed; Pastor John Davison, 
Pastor Chris Janetzki and Gerhard Hoppe – now a 
full complement of trustees. 

 Review to be undertaken in conjunction with 
congregations where the ongoing support grants 
are not directly mission focused. 

 The annual grant to the PNG mission has been 
reviewed. Advice has been received from LCA 
Board for Mission of the ongoing need for support 
and the board has determined that this will 
continue. 

 Reports are to be requested from all 
congregations which have received a grant in 
2011 outlining the benefits from the funding. 

 Financials for 2011 – surplus of $77,000. Grants 
for 2012 exceed projected income and there is 
considerable uncertainty of the interest that will 
be received from investments that mature during 
this year. 


