
THE OLIVE TREE 

The Quarterly Publication of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand 

 

March 2011 

“And no-one pours new wine into old wineskins...   
No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins” Luke 5:37-38 

BELONGING BEFORE BELIEVING 
Amy Winnington, Palmerston North 
 
About 9 years ago I worked in an emergency foster 
care home as an on-call support worker. There were 
many sad cases of abuse and neglect, but one little boy 
in particular is etched in my memory. At the age of two 
and a half years he had already suffered numerous 
broken bones and had over 200 calls made to CYFs on 
his behalf. One afternoon I sat him on my lap and 
started to read him a book. Ignoring the book, he 
looked up at me with a puzzled expression on his face. 
After a while, he grabbed my hands one at a time and 
pulled my arms around himself so he was wrapped in 
them. Book now closed, we sat quietly like for some 
time. I’d been trying to read him a book when what he 
needed most just then was simply to be held; to feel 
that for a few moments he was loved and belonged to 
someone. 
 
Belonging. It is a basic human need, yet something that 
seems to be increasingly elusive in society today. 
Music, a “voice” of our culture, eloquently expresses 
the pain of not belonging : “Do you ever feel like a 
plastic bag/Drifting through the wind, wanting to start 
again?/Do you ever feel, feel so paper thin/Like a 
house of cards, one blow from caving in?” (Katy Perry, 
Firework). “It’s cumbersome, I’m trying to do well on 
this Earth/But it’s been Hell on this Earth since I fell on 
this Earth…It’s a long year pretending I belong 
here” (Eminem, It’s Ok). “I wanna heal, I wanna feel like 
I’m close to something real/I wanna find something 
I’ve wanted, somewhere I belong” (Linkin Park, 
Somewhere I Belong).  
 
As Christians, we have the incredible security of 
belonging to God through Christ (Galatians 3:26). This 
is belonging in the ultimate sense of the word! In terms 
of our church communities, traditionally when we 
speak of those that “belong” to our church, we are 
referring to those who adhere to our church’s 
particular set of Christian beliefs (of which faith in 

Christ is at the core), or are at least connected to our 
community in some way we consider important (e.g. 
family tradition). We have done our best to build and 
protect strong faith communities by ensuring that we 
are all like-minded in the essentials, of one heart and 
mind. Have we tried so hard to protect our own faith 
communities that we’ve inadvertently held those who 
don’t believe as we do at arms-length, treating them as 
evangelism or charity projects whom we hope, and 
even pray, will come to believe as we do? 
 
There is an increasing trend today in God’s Church 
throughout the world of people “belonging before 
believing.”1 This may sound like borderline heresy to 
some, but more and more stories are emerging of 
people who have this as their testimony. In the 
Manawatu Parish we see this happening in the youth 
ministry. The youth group is a mix of young people 
from Christian and non-Christian backgrounds. They 
obviously don’t all believe the same thing, and yet they 
are bonded together “like a big family,” to use the 
words of some of them. They hang out, have fun, attend 
worship services, participate in devotions and small 
groups, and discuss issues of life and faith together. As 
youth leaders, we are impressed and inspired by the 
way they accept and care for each other, and 
newcomers to the group. In the last couple of years, 
several of the young people have come to the place of 
publicly professing their faith in Christ through 
baptism, long after being connected to the church 
through the youth group. Others show increasing fruit 
of Christ at work in their lives, but don’t yet identify as 
“Christian.” It can be difficult to determine “who is 
where” on the faith journey, but it is God’s job to judge 
this, not ours. Whether atheist, believer, or somewhere 
in between, we can all learn something from each 
other if we’re willing to listen and be vulnerable 
enough to journey together.  
 
This pattern of belonging before believing is seen in 
Scripture. For example, in Luke 15:1-2 we see the 
Pharisees and teachers of the law complaining 
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amongst themselves about all the tax collectors and 
sinners gathering around to hear Jesus. They were 
annoyed because Jesus was including people that had 
been excluded from every other faith community. In 
the mind of the Pharisees and teachers of the law, faith 
community was for people who were following God, 
and plainly these people were not. Jesus offered 
belonging before believing, allowing them the 
opportunity to experience authentic conversation and 
friendship. He moved into the space of those who were 
on the outside because they did not believe. Jesus is 
not lessening the importance of belief and in the rest 
of Luke 15 we see the joy over every person who 
believes. What Jesus is doing is showing us the 
example of love by sitting with people where they are 
at and not demanding they change their current beliefs 
and behaviour. Another example is seen in Peter. He 
followed Jesus as his disciple for approximately 18 
months, appearing very much to belong with Jesus and 
the other disciples, before having the revelation that 
Jesus was “the Christ” (Matthew 16:13-17). If that’s 
not belonging before believing, I don’t know what is!  
 
With all this talk of belonging, it’s important to 
remember that while we do need to provide people 
with belonging, we must not forget that the Cross is a 
stumbling block (1 Corinthians 1:23) and that Jesus’ 
call to those who would be his disciples was, and still 
is, “Follow me” (Matthew 9:9; Mark 2:14). We need to 
be both accepting and challenging and we see the 
perfect balance of this in Jesus’ example as one “full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). As it was in Jesus’ day, 
our world today is full of very broken, hurting, messy 
people (people just like us, if we are very honest with 
ourselves). If we are to follow Jesus’ example, we have 
no choice but to roll up our sleeves and be willing to 
get our hands dirty for the sake of His Kingdom. In the 
words of Shane Claiborne, our world is desperately in 
need of “…lovers, people who are building deep, 
genuine relationships with fellow strugglers along the 
way, and who actually know the faces of the people 
behind the issues they are concerned about.”2 The 
Spirit of God is calling us to move beyond our 
comfortable methods of mission and ministry. “Most 
good things have been said far too many times and just 
need to be lived."3  It’s time to lay aside our “old 
wineskins” (Luke 5:37) and simply love like Jesus 
loved.   
1 For those interested in exploring this topic more, Reimaging 
Evangelism by Rick Richardson, A New Kind of Christian by Brian 

McClaren and The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary 
Radical by Shane Claiborne are a good place to start. 
2 Shane Claiborne, The Irresistable Revolution: Living as an Ordinary 
Radical. 
3 Shane Claiborne. 
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NEW WINE ADDED TO OLD SKINS 
 
There are two LCNZ “Institutions” that by virtue of 
longevity qualify as “old wine skins”. 
They are: 
 Lutheran Layman’s League of New Zealand (LLL) 

 Lutheran Village administered by the Lutheran 
Homes Trust Board. 

Both are similarly constituted as independent bodies 
of laypeople working in close association with the 
LCNZ.  Both have been around for more than 30 years 
plus.  But to remain relevant in 2011 and beyond both 
need “new wine”. 
 
The LLL is reasonably well known 
within the Congregations of the 
LCNZ for a variety of reasons: 
 You probably have an LLL 

branch and a Branch 
Treasurer; 

 Your congregation may have 
been assisted with a loan to 
buy a manse or Church in the 
past; 

 Your congregation/Parish 
may have received a Grant 
from one of the LLL funds for 
a special project; 

 The LLL Board of Directors 
may have given a 
presentation on its work in 
your congregation/Parish. 

The aims and objectives of the LLL are unchanged 
decades after the LLL started, but the methods of 
achieving those aims and objectives certainly have 
changed. 
 
Some of the “new wine” introduced includes: 
 Administration of the LLL by an independent 

Chartered Accountant- and the work audited by 
another independent Chartered Accountant. 

 Processing of all transactions by computer. 

 Close supervision by agencies like the Registrar 
of Companies and the Reserve Bank of New 
Zealand- as a Non Bank Deposit Taker. 

 A Board of Directors well aware of the necessity 
of keeping the LLL up to the minute in terms of 
it’s offering and compliance. 

 New names and faces on the Board with 
representatives from Auckland (2) and one 
representative from Hamilton, Marton, 
Palmerston North and Christchurch.  

 New “products” like the E Account: a deposit 

account operated through email with the Head 
Office. 

 Currently the best interest rate offered by the 
LLL for its on call deposits is 5% pa (the rate is 
reviewed at each Board Meeting in the light of 
current economic factors). 

  
This illustrates that it is possible to introduce “new 
wine” by way of innovation and personnel without 
bursting the tried and true “old wineskin” which is the 
fundamental philosophy  on which the LLL was 
founded. 
For more information about the LLL speak to your 
Pastor or contact Ahi Allen on (03) 3526762 (Home). 
  

Lutheran Village 
While there has been considerable 
change within the Lutheran Village 
in Palmerston North during the past 
30+years (15 rental units is now 33 
rental units), the new wine 
introduced has been the new 
Members from St Luke’s who have 
accepted responsibility as Trustees 
to administer the Village and the 
changes in our Residents. 
 
The Board is grateful for the 30 
years of service by three of the 
Foundation Trustees who are still 
on the Board and the many new 
Board members who have bought 
their talents to the Board table. 
 

The philosophy of the current Board is unchanged- to 
provide affordable, well maintained accommodation 
specifically designed to meet the needs of Senior 
Citizens at affordable cost in spite of the changed 
personnel. 
 
And the passion for the philosophy is undiminished. 
Today we have 33 Residents with an average age of 78 
years young.  Their outlook on life is little changed 
from the original 15 Residents who moved in 30+ 
years ago.  They are fiercely independent, they are 
willing to assist their neighbours and are most 
appreciative of the facilities provided. 
 
In both the last two years we have “introduced” 4 new 
Residents into the Village.  Again this illustrates that it 
is possible to introduce “new wine” by way of new 
Board members and Residents into the “old wineskins” 
without  causing difficulties- perhaps this also reflects 
the positive qualities of the “new wine”. 
 
Any reader wanting any additional information about 
the Lutheran Village should contact the Board 
Secretary: Buster Kells, (06) 3531943 (Home)  



Luke 5:37-38 

 

4  

Kogudus Retreat VI 

Being Led By The Spirit 
25-27 March 2011 

CYC Ngaruawahia 

NEW DOOR OPENED 
 
Praise be to God that he is the one who opens doors 
……”what he opens no one can shut, …” (Revelation 
3:7). God also promises that “he is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work”. 
 
It was suggested to the Manawatu Parish Beacon team 
that they have a Carol’s evening in the Summerhill 
Community where they are looking to shine the light of 
Jesus and share his love. 
“But where to hold it?”  the team thought. After much 
prayer and discussion the Summerset Retirement 
Village was suggested, and so after more prayer we 
went and asked “Could we please host an evening of 
Carols in the Village for the residents, and invite the 
Community to attend?”. 
 
The manager and events coordinator of the Village 
were delighted with the idea and instantly said we 
could us an area outside. There were also two different 
inside areas we could use if the weather wasn’t the 
best.  This was just the start of God providing and 
blessing.  They offered to help with providing supper 
and with the advertising.  The DOOR was opened 
WIDE!!! 
 
Even before the “Carol’s” night happened they were 
asking if we would do it again next year and what 
about Easter and other times? 
 
The evening was a huge success – it happened inside 
with a team of nine leading the singing and supper 
afterwards with a wonderful time of fellowship. 
 
Residents of the village came, as well as people from 
the community, from across town and Manawatu 
Parish members.  We look forward to the new thing 
God is doing in this outreach ministry that God has 
called us to. 
 
Praise God for his new wine, the new wine skins and 
his guidance and power! 
 
The Manawatu Parish Beacon Team    
 
 
 

Thank God for his 
provision!!! 
 
Over the last couple of years 
the Lord has blessed us with 
B e t s y  E r i c k s o n ’ s 
commitment to the bringing 
together of the Olive Tree. 
 
Thank you Betsy – you did a 
great job and we enjoyed 
the different themes you 
had for each Olive Tree.  
God’s peace and joy as you 
continue to serve him and 
his love and protection on 
your health and well being.  
Well done!!! 
 
We thank God too for 
providing us with a new 
editor – Anna Kroehn.  

Anna, may the Holy Spirit 
bless you with ideas, much 
encouragement and joy as 
you serve your Lord in this 
role. 
 
We thank God too for Tony 
Cuttle who does the layout 
and supports the editor – as 
he did for Betsy and will 
continue for Anna.  Thanks 
Tony!  God’s richest 
blessings as you faithfully 
serve him and bless us the 
body by your commitment 
and gifts.    
 
Sharolyn Mollet, on behalf of 
LSM Committee 

“Kogudus” is an Estonian 

word that means Christian 

fellowship. The retreat for-

mat provides an environ-

ment of encouragement in 

which you can ask and dis-

cuss questions, share what 

you have already learned 

and just simply grow in 

exercising your faith. 

Kogudus is a chance to take time with God, away 

from the things that usually clamour for our atten-

tion. To let Him strengthen our faith, deepen our 

commitment, and equip us for His service. It is an 

opportunity to grow, learn, and share in fellowship 

with one another. 

More details and registration is available from bro-

chures at your church, on the LCNZ website at 

http://goo.gl/Z7SBK or by emailing si-

mon@lieschke.net. 

Image credit: Jeff Gill, http://flic.kr/p/7gfzJ1 
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DEVOTIONAL 

Abandoned New Year’s Resolutions 
Pr. Lee Kroehn, Palmerston North 
 
Did you make a New Year’s resolution this year? Have you managed to uphold it until now? Or 
has it gone by the wayside, like so many other resolutions... If you’re anything like me, my New 

Year’s resolutions usually last around 24 hours... at best, a week. I’m not very good at 
keeping my New Year’s resolutions. Over the past few years, mine have focussed 

on losing weight, eating healthier, and getting more exercise. How long did 
yours last this year? Wikipedia quotes that: ‘recent research shows that 
while 52% of participants in a resolution study were confident of success 
with their goals, only 12% actually achieved their goals.’  

  
This kind of success doesn’t just happen with New Year’s resolutions. 
Think about the other promises that we make to ourselves. ‘I’ll start 
saving more money soon’, ‘I’ll be a better parent, friend, or child from 
now on’, ‘I’m going to change’ or ‘I’ll read my Bible every day’. We 
often start out with great intentions of fulfilling these promises. We 
work really hard to make good on our promise, but then after a 
while, they get forgotten, just like a discarded New Year’s 

resolution. 
  
While our New Year’s resolutions, along with many other promises that we make to ourselves, 
are made and broken very quickly, when God makes a promise to us, He keeps it. Peter reminds 
us in 2 Peter 3, ‘The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise’ (3:9a NIV). When God makes a 
promise, He follows it up with action. Think of Abraham: God promised that He would be the 
father of a great nation, and he is (Gen 15:5). Remember David: God promised that He would 
make him king of Israel, and He did (1 Sam 16:1-8). Think of Moses: God promised that through 
him, God would save His people from slavery in Egypt and bring them into a fruitful land, and 
God did (Ex 3:7-10). Also remember that God promised Adam and Eve that one day He would 
send a Saviour to crush the head of the serpent who tricked them into sinning (Gen 3:15), and 
God has done that through sending His Son, Jesus into the world.  
  
God always keeps His promises. His promises are something we can cling to in tough times. God 
has promised to save us from times of trial and temptation (Ps 91:9-12 as an example), and He 
will. God has promised to provide for us our daily needs (in the Lord’s Prayer) and He has in the 
past and will continue to do so in the future. So when we face tough times, cling to those 
promises of God, ask Him to come through on His promise for you. He will hear you, because He 
has promised that He will and He promised for those who ask, seek and knock, that He will 
respond (Matthew 7:7-8).      
  
So this year, even though your New Year’s resolution may have already been thrown on the pile 
of broken promises, know that God keeps all His promises that He makes to you. He will always 
be there for you, no matter what broken promises lie around you. Go to Him, and He will help. 

Musical Opportunities 
 

 Bach Birthday Week at St Pauls : Sunday 20th March (5.00pm), an all-Bach concert; Sunday 27th 
March (5.00pm), Bach Cantata Vespers – Widerstehe doch der Sünde BWV54 

 

 Pastor Mark Whitfield, the Dean of Wellington Cathedral of St Paul the Right Rev Frank Nelson, 
together with the Cathedral Choir under the direction of Dr Richard Marlow (Trinity College, 
Cambridge) will be leading Lutheran Vespers in the Cathedral on Sunday 3rd April, 5.00pm. 
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SPECIAL LCNZ APPEAL 
Pr. Mark Whitfield, on behalf of the Council of Synod of 
the LCNZ 
 
Grace and peace to you, dear members of the Lutheran 
Church of New Zealand (LCNZ), from him who is, who 
was, and who is to come. (Revelation 1:4-5) 
I am writing to you because the Holy Spirit is doing an 
amazing and exciting thing in the LCNZ. Two young 
men – Wayne George from Mountainside Lutheran 
Church in Auckland and Jaswanth Aleph from St Pauls 
Lutheran Church in Wellington have been accepted for 
study at Australian Lutheran College (ALC) to train to 
be a pastors of the church. 
I invite you all to rejoice 
at this and to thank God 
for the way he has moved 
in their hearts. Wayne 
and Jaswanth will be the 
first ‘sons’ of the LCNZ to 
go to seminary for quite a 
few years. 
St Paul writes – 

Each of us was 
gi ve n g rac e 
according to the 
m e a s u r e  o f 
Christ's gifts. 
Christ appointed 
some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers. Christ did this to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, and for serving a 
broken world. (Ephesians 4) 

Wayne and Jaswanth will begin study at ALC in 
Adelaide this year. ALC have designed courses 
appropriate to previous study and ministry experience 
for both men. So Wayne’s course will last 1 year and 
Jaswanth’s will last 3 years. 
 
I am writing to invite you to support Wayne and 
Jaswanth by making a financial gift. The cost of 
academic tuition in Australia, as in New Zealand, is not 
cheap. Add to that travel costs to and from Adelaide, 
costs associated with obtaining the appropriate visa for 
studying, accommodation, food, etc, and it soon all 
mounts up. We are also seeking a grant from the LCA 
Student Fund in addition to this appeal. 
  
Here are the ways you can make your financial gift: 

 Place a cheque in an envelope and post to the 
LCNZ National Office, P.O. Box 7606, Wellington 
6242. 

 Make a Direct Credit payment to the Westpac 
Bank, the Palmerston North Branch, BSB # 
030726, bank a/c; # 0617165-00 indicating  your 
details and the “Seminarian Appeal” 

 Place money (cash/cheque) in a specially-

marked envelope and place on the offering plate 
along with your regular offering at your own 
church. However, your own congregation may 
suggest a different process and would advise you 
on that. 

Also giving can be earmarked for Wayne, Jaswanth or 
both young men. 
 
This is an exciting time for the LCNZ, and a wonderful 
opportunity to support two of our own that have heard 
and responded to God’s call on their lives to be pastors 
in our church. Thank you, in anticipation of your 
willingness to support Wayne and Jaswanth, and in so 

doing, the extension of 
God’s Kingdom on earth. 
God bless. 
 
Faith Statements from 
Wayne George and 
Jaswanth Aleph: 
 
W H O  I S  W A Y N E 
L.GEORGE? 
PREAMBLE: Any mention 
of accomplishments/
achievements listed herein, 
are done so for the express 
purpose of  presenting a 
profile of some sorts to 
you, the reader. In no way 
do I ascribe any said 

achievements to my own ability, talent or skill. TO GOD 
BE ALL THE GLORY, ALL THE PRAISE AND ALL THE 
HONOUR! 
 
PERSONAL 
By God’s grace, I was born into a loving Christian home 
to a schoolteacher for a Dad (who is also a Pastor with 
the AOG), and a housewife for a mom. I have four 
siblings of which I am the second eldest. I grew up in 
the church but at a young age in Sunday School, I 
realized the Gospel truth that my salvation was not 
determined by the faith of my parents but rather 
through my own personal response to Jesus Christ, and 
His free offer of salvation by grace, through faith. 
 
I am married to a precious young lady, Samantha. She 
too has been used of God in various fields of ministry 
and is a gifted anointed singer. Together we have 
endeavored to be of service to God wherever, and 
however, He chose to use us. We have an 11-year old 
son, Liam, who has a passion and gift for playing drums 
and has an enquiring mind which I trust God will use 
for His glory in years to come. I am grateful to God for 
Samantha, for her friendship, her support and her 
partnership in the ministry. I know that together as a 
family, we will do our best to serve God and His people, 
and continue to count all success and accomplishments 
“a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
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Christ Jesus” Phil 3:8. 
 
MINISTERIAL 
I always dreamt of being a medical doctor and worked 
hard toward this end. After Matric/Grade 12 I was 
accepted to the University of Cape Town reading 
towards a Science degree. I soon realized that my 
dream of being a doctor, while being a good idea, was 
not a God-idea. The Father had 
greater plans for my life.  At an 
Easter convention service in 
1994, I found myself on my 
knees at the altar, responding 
to God’s call upon my life to 
enter His ministry. I left UCT 
and embarked on a four year 
BTh degree at the Cape 
Theological Seminary. 
 
Since graduating from 
Seminary in 1998, I have been 
ministering in various 
capacities. These included, 
amongst others: Itinerant 
Evangelist; Ordained Pastor 
with the Assemblies of God, 
South Africa; Associate Pastor: 
Elohim Ministries; Youth 
overseer/Director; In-house 
Bible School Facilitator. I also 
spent about 18 months in 
London(UK) and preached at a 
local Camden Town Church, for a few weeks while the 
Pastor was away on sabbatical.  
 
I have often had to minister on a “tent-making” basis, 
finding secular employment to support my family and 
myself thereby not placing any burden on the church. 
Some of the roles I’ve occupied are: Teacher; Bank 
Teller; Financial Administrator; Office Administrator; 
Air Traffic Controller; Real Estate Agency Owner/
Operator 
 
HOW WE CAME  TO BE IN NZ 
On the 20 January 2009, while still in Cape Town, I saw 
the internet ad for a Family and Community Worker at 
Mountainside Lutheran Church, Auckland, NZ. I sent 
through my CV at 12 noon (this would have been 11 
pm in NZ, and 1 hour before cut-off for applications – 
Talk about the 11th hour!) In a nutshell, telephonic 
interviews were conducted and at 6:00 am on Tuesday 
27th January I received a call from Pastor Milton 
Fritsch, offering me the position. This is where my 
family and I have been serving for the past 19 months. 
It’s been a journey to say the least – a journey of joyous 
discovery and growth.  
 
FUTURE 
I am a relatively young man (35) (although the grey 

hairs tell a different story) with a heart for God, God’s 
people, and God’s work. I am called to be a preacher of 
God’s Word and this is what I enjoy doing. I have taken 
hold of every opportunity to preach, whether in open 
airs, Crusade meetings, or churches. I am undeterred 
by numbers, and preach to a gathering of 5 just as 
passionately as I would to a crowd of 5 000. 
 

I believe, beyond a shadow of 
doubt, that God has called me 
to the public ministry within 
the LCA/LCNZ and to this end, 
I’ll be commencing my full-time 
training at ALC from May 2011- 
November 2011. A South 
African Citizen, with NZ 
Permanent Residency, on an 
Australian Student Visa. No 
identity crisis there! Sure there 
are expected challenges along 
the way, one being financial, 
however, we serve a God Who 
is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, and nothing is 
impossible with Him. I also 
believe that when God opens a 
door, no man can shut it. So, as 
a family, we are at rest and at 
peace in Him, and through Him! 
 
We humbly request your 

ongoing prayers, and look forward on completion of 
studies, to be of ongoing service to God’s people within 
the LCA/LCNZ and beyond, for many years to come. 
Yours in the Master’s Service and always for His Glory, 
Wayne, Samantha & Liam George (27th January 2010) 
 
 
WHO IS JASWANTH ALEPH KUKATAPALLI? 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. I was born and brought up in 
Guntur, India. I, along with my parents and younger 
brother, moved to New Zealand in 2006 and we lived 
in Auckland for three years. In 2009 we moved down 
to Wellington.  
 
 My association with Lutheran church… 
 My parents were born and brought up in the Lutheran 
background, as their families were involved with the 
Lutheran church since the establishment of Lutheran 
church in our region. My great-grandfather Rev. Kathi 
Daniel served as a Lutheran Pastor and in his career he 
also chaired as a President for three Synods in the 
Guntur region. As a result of my family association with 
the Lutheran church, I was brought up in a Lutheran 
atmosphere. I’ve completed my schooling in Lutheran 
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English Medium High School and in Andhra Christian 
College. Both of these institutions were functioning 
under the management of Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, India. Having this background, our family was 
excited to find St Paul’s Lutheran Church at Wellington 
and we are currently the members of this church. The 
Pastor of St Paul’s Lutheran Church Rev. Mark 
Whitfield and the congregation welcomed us and upon 
hearing my testimony and commitment encouraged me 
to go for Pastoral training at 
Australian Lutheran College (ALC).  
 
The beginnings of my faith 
journey… 
In short, at the age of seven a gland 
was developed on the left side of 
my neck. After consulting various 
doctors and multiple medical tests 
I was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
disease (a type of cancer). After 
intense medication at Christian 
Medical College and Hospital, 
Vellore for about six months the 
gland almost reduced. When I 
visited the hospital again after one 
month for check up, the doctors 
identified that the gland was 
relapsed to grow again. As I was 
already given the treatment 
doctors explained to my parents 
that they would go for an 
experimental treatment for the second time. They also 
clarified that the medication was only an experiment as 
I was already given appropriate medication available 
during that time. As my condition was so severe my 
parents, relatives, friends and my church started to 
pray for God’s intervention.  
 
The second phase of medication was originally planned 
to go for another six months but was abruptly stopped 
after four months since no positive effect was noticed. 
Moreover, the doctors also observed that most of my 
body organs were affected and the severity of the 
condition had reached stage 4. They expressed their 
helplessness and discharged me from the hospital since 
there was nothing more they could do. After that, my 
health condition became worse day by day to the point 
that I could no longer walk. Even at this stage my 
parents kept their faith and prayed to God for healing 
and committed me to the Lord’s ministry if I survived. 
To everyone’s astonishment my health condition 
improved since then and I could go to school again, but 
the developed gland was still on my neck. When I 
approached another hospital at Mumbai the tests 
results revealed that my body organs were working 
normal with no evidence of cancer and the gland on the 
neck was consisting non malignant massive tissue and 
it was removed with an operation held on 6th of 
December 1994. This miraculous healing had marked 

the beginnings of my faith journey. 
 
 My personal submission to the Lord Jesus… 
 This experience brought me and my family closer to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and ever since then I wanted to 
serve the Lord. Later on when I went to University in 
India I accepted Christ as my personal saviour and 
recommitted myself to the Lord’s ministry after 
responding to Rev. 3: 20, “Behold, I stand at the door 

and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him...” Ever since then I 
have been searching for 
opportunities to serve the Lord, 
and I had opportunities to minister 
in the campus at various 
capacities.  
 
Consequently, when we moved to 
NZ and in accordance to that 
commitment, I undertook 
Theological studies at Carey 
Baptist College in Auckland and BA 
Hons in Religious Studies at 
V i c t o r i a  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Wellington.  During these years, I 
had an opportunity to work in 
various ministry areas such as 
home group ministry, voluntary 
Chaplaincy at Auckland Hospital 
and assisting at Church Services. 

This experience, several people God has placed in my 
life and church helped me to understand my future 
ministry calling. As I embark in the pastoral training 
for the next three years at ALC, I would like to invite 
you all to continue your prayer support. To God be all 
the Glory, Honour and Praise. Hallelujah.  
 
Yours in Christ, Jaswanth Aleph Kukatlapalli (28th of 
January 2011). 
 

MOUNTAINSIDE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AUCKLAND NZ  

Celebrating the 10th anniversary  
of the dedication of Mountainside Lutheran Church  
 
 

Saturday 28th May  
6:00 pm Celebration dinner and multi-cultural evening  

Sunday 29th May  
10:00 am Thanksgiving service  

 
 

ALL PAST MEMBERS WELCOMED!  
For further information contact: 

Isaac Gutla 09 5762483 
Pastor Milton Fritsch 09 5794490 
email: lcnz.auckland@clear.net.nz 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear members and friends of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand, 
 
Thank you so very much for the love and concern you are showing Betsy 
and I while my wife deals with breast cancer. We have visited the 
hospital in Wellington where she will get her first dose of chemo on 
Friday 11 February. I was quite impressed with the facility and friendly 
team.  
 
As we look to the future it is important to make some decisions with her 
best interests in mind. One decision that I have made is to request that 
there be an election for a new LCNZ president at this coming Synod in 
Wellington June 17-19. We will trust that the good Lord is preparing our 
future president for the work ahead, whether he is already here in New 
Zealand or comes from beyond like I did. 
 
This does not mean that I immediately step down after the election in 
June. There would be a reasonable hand-over period until the new 
president is installed.  
Why announce this so far ahead of time? It is to let our church prepare 
for the transition. June 17 will come quickly and I want our LCNZ to have 
had time to pray and prepare.  
 
The establishment of the Wellington national office and manse has been 
accomplished and we are getting on top of things. This is a positive. Also, 
we are soon filling the pastor vacancies in Hamilton/BoP and Upper 
Moutere and are looking at strategies for both the Marton Parish and the 
Botany Chinese congregation. These plans are also encouraging. Two 
men from New Zealand have been accepted this year to do shortened 
courses in Adelaide in preparation for ministry in our LCA, and initially 
here in New Zealand. We need as a Church to support them in their work. 
There is also the potential opportunity to ordain another Specific 
Ministry Pastor for service specifically in New Zealand.  
 
The strategic planning which took place at the July 2010 Summit at 
Mountainside has identified strategies that we are addressing now, and 
will continue to address in the next few years.  
 
I am not going to launch into a farewell address because there is a lot of 
work yet to do before I hand back that big silver cross you placed around 
my neck! However, I will say this. It is a privilege to serve you, and if it 
was not for my dear wife's health I would have seen the entire term 
through. As it is, I'll end up serving about four years instead of the six I 
was anticipating. I just turned 59 so there are a few work-years left, but 
even that is in God's hands. We have been reminded of that lately.  
 
So, for the sake of clear communication I am basically saying this: 
because of my wife’s health I think it best to step down from the 
presidency after the next Synod this June 2011.  
 
Grace and peace with joy in Jesus, 
  
Rev. Robert A. Erickson 
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SOLUTIONS TO SIBLING RIVALRY 
Richard Frazer, Mountainside 
 
Why does sibling rivalry occur in a family between 
brothers and sisters? Is it because of: sinful humanity, 
sibling differences, jealously, teasing, favouritism, 
comparison of relatives (and others), unstable family 
environment, societal influences, or the devil.  
 
Sibling rivalry has been going on in since time began. 
We all know of Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, and 
Joseph and his brothers.  So what is some solutions to 
stopping sibling rivalry in a family, resulting in long 
term problems, and separation of family members?  
 

One Solution is for parents (and others) to train a child 
in the way to go in life and Christian discipleship (Prov. 
22:6), having the fruit of the Spirit   (Gal. 5: 22-26), 
praying for your Kids, correcting siblings bad 
behaviour/attitudes; and getting siblings to obey/
respect you as a parent (Eph. 6:1-4). Parents and 
others must set a godly example (Prov. 13:24).  
 
Secondly, realize that Siblings have differences. Spend 
individual time with each sibling, and making them feel 
special. Thirdly, parents, grandparents and others are 
to avoid showing favouritism and comparison of one 
sibling over another. A Fifth solution is to get others 
help. Also forgive your brother or sister, and maybe 
become reconciled later, if that’s appropriate.  

contribute prayer points:  mollets@inspire.net.nz 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 Comfort and protection to the people of 

North Queensland, who are now rebuilding 
their lives after the devastation of Cyclone 
Yasi 
 

 Peace and stability to the people of Egypt 
and Kiwis living there 
 

 The pouring of the Holy Spirit on Chris and 
Haidee Janetzki as Chris is installed as pastor 
in the Upper Moutere parish  
 

 For our leaders and church workers this 
month (February) during several important 
board, committee and conference meetings. 
 

 For all congregations of the LCNZ – pastors 
and people –  to rely on the grace and power 
of our LORD God, in order to accomplish the 
mission He has has given us. 
  

 For healing for Betsy Erickson, following her 
chemotherapy treatment for cancer. 
 

 For President Rob Erickson, during his 
concluding months as pastor-leader of our 
Lutheran Church of New Zealand. 
 

 For Upper Moutere Parish as they welcome 
new Youth Worker – Mason Stoney and 
family, and new Pastor – Christopher 
Janetzki and family.  

 
 For Wayne George (Auckland) and Jaswanth 

Aleph (Wellington) and their families, as 
they prepare to study at Australian Lutheran 
College this year. 
 

 For our congregations to anticipate the 
special outreach and discipling opportunities 
associated with overseas visitors attending 
this year’s Rugby World Cup matches. 
 

 For continuing progress in implementing 
strategies to achieve important goals 
identified by last year’s LCA & LCNZ 
Summits. 

 
THANKS 
 
 That your church, as the body of Christ, has 

the resilience to meet challenges and change. 
 

 All glory and thanks to our heavenly Father 

for the prayer support Betsy has received 

prior (during) her chemotherapy treatments. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
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TURBO TIME 
Sharolyn Mollet, Palmerston North 
  
God brings about change in His time– He knows best.  
When we follow His prompts, He pours out His 
blessings. 
 
In 2010, Turbo Time (a children’s holiday program that 
had been held at the Turitea Scout hall) moved to St 
Luke’s Church/Hall in Palmerston North. 
 
Turbo Time is an outreach program to children and 
families in the Manawatu region. Registration flyers 

are distributed to homes around the church, to the 
local Seventh Day Adventist School, to homes in the 
Summerhill Community, and notices are placed in 
school newsletters that the children from this 
community attend.  Another way the news about Turbo 
Time spreads is that children have started inviting 
their friends. 
 
Each school holidays, the program runs for three half 
days of singing, games, bible memory verses, bible 
stories, crafts, food and making new friends. 
Ultimately, the program helps children find out more 
about Jesus. 

INSTALLATION OF NEW PASTOR AT UPPER 
MOUTERE 
Betsy Erickson 
 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come!  All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself  through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation...” (II Corinthians 
5:17-18) 
This Bible passage expresses the heart-felt welcome 
that the parishioners of St Paul’s and St John’s (Hope)  
gave to their new pastor and wife,  Chris and Haidee 
Janetzki. 
 
After a 3 year wait for a new pastor, Sunday, 6 
February 2011 was a bright and sunny day for the 
installation service at St Paul’s, Upper Moutere with 
members of the St John’s (Hope)  congregation also 
attending the combined parish service.  The Maori 
Karanga and Mihi was extended to Chris and Haidee as 
they entered the church, and Pastor Rob Erickson 
conducted the installation service, encouraging both 
Chris, Haidee and congregation in the words of his 
sermon, pointing out that the real power for ministry 
is based on Christ and Him crucified. (I Cor 2:1-5) After 
the service a group photo was taken as well as a prayer 

and “opening” of the newly renovated manse.  Chris 
and Haidee did the honour of “cutting the ribbon” to 
the manse.  The 1920 manse was brought up to the 21st 
century with a new kitchen, bathroom, insulation in 
both the roof and walls, new carpet, curtains and 
combining of two rooms to make a larger living space.  
Even additional windows, skylight, and French doors 
were added to bring more light into the house.  The 
classic wainscoting  panelling throughout the house 

was re-polished.  
The project was 
funded by both 
Gateway grants 
and the sale of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
land. 
A  l o v e l y 
c o m m u n i t y 
lunch was 
shared by all.  
Please continue 
to pray for Chris 
and Haidee as 
they settle into a 
new country, a 
new area and a 
new ministry.   



“CHILDSAFE MINISTRY FOR KIDS AND TEENS IN OUR 
CHURCHES – OR NOTHING!” 
  
This is effectively what the Lutheran Church of 
Australia / New Zealand said when it resolved in 
recent years to ensure that only the best standards of 
planning and care will do, when it comes to working 
with children and young people under 18 years of age. 
And the prime motivator for this “rough enough is 
never good enough” approach is not fear of 
prosecution or a bad name in the wider community; 
but it is a Holy Spirit-led desire to do the best we can to 
shepherd the lambs that The Good Shepherd – Jesus 
has entrusted to us. These young ones are precious to 
our Lord, and so they must be for us too! [Mark 10:14; 
John 21:15; Luke 17:1,2] 
  
Accordingly, the LCA/NZ has been progressively 
implementing the best available procedures for 
ministry with children and youth, called ChildSafe – as 
developed by Scripture Union (Australia) for its own 
extensive ministries, and now used by many Christian 
denominations, churches and agencies on both sides of 

the Tasman. ChildSafe training for most LCNZ church 
workers – pastors and youth-workers – has already 
happened in the last couple of years; but in January/
February this year, training for congregation members 
involved in ministry with children and youth – and also 
for more pastors and youth-workers – was offered in 
Auckland, Palmerston North, Wellington and 
Christchurch. The trainer was Mrs. Judi Sykes from 
Adelaide, who has been responsible for the widespread 
uptake of ChildSafe by hundreds of Lutheran churches 
in South Australia and the Northern Territory. Her 
passionate commitment to safe and excellent Christian 
ministry with young people was contagious, such that 
ChildSafe has become the new mind-set for those who 
were trained! 
  
Please encourage your pastor / youth-ministry team / 
children’s-ministry team to ensure that ChildSafe is the 
new standard in your church and parish – because 
Jesus’ lambs deserve nothing less! 
  
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t :  h t t p : / /
www.childsafenz.org.nz/nz/      
  
DAVID LIPSYS 
Pastor – St.Paul’s Lutheran Church, Christchurch 
Chairman – LCNZ Lutheran Support Ministries 
Committee  

Previously, Turbo Time had happened in the 
mornings, but now needed to move to the 
afternoons.  The children who had been coming 
continued to come and new children came too. 
Turbo Time occurred in April, July and the 
October school Holidays.  
 
For the October Turbo Time, there was a new idea 
presented to build on what was happening at the 
program. On the third day the time would be 
extended, and the parents were invited to come 
along and experience what the children had been 
involved in, followed by a community tea.  During 
the extra hour until the parents arrived, the 
children made “costumes” to wear. Each child 
chose their favorite character from one of the 3 
bible stories.  Zacchaeus was top favourite – with 
lots of money bags holding milk bottle tops for 
coins.  There were some amazing costumes and it was 
a great time.  When the parents arrived, they were 
invited to listen and join in with the songs, see the 
children’s costumes and hear about the stories.  They 
joined in with some games and watched a powerpoint 
presentation of highlights from the three days. 
 
After all the fun and games, we dined together.  An 
additional team of volunteers from the Manawatu 
parish had prepared food for the families, while the 
holiday club team had led the games, songs and family 
time. This was a great success with 70 people attending 

– the hall was buzzing. Turbo time really connected 
with the community, encouraging family time, good 
connecting and sharing faith stories. 
There were 30 children in attendance every day and 
most of these children were not from our church 
family.  It was a new idea and one that we want to build 
on. 
Praise God for his good plans and purposes for us.  Not 
by our might or power but by his Spirit (Zechariah 4:6). 
 
Photo: Banana-robics @ “Going Bananas” October Turbo 
Time 2010. 


