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MY MOUNTAIN 
Jutta Firmin 
 
There are many mountains, sometimes 
starting as little hills and remaining as 
such, at other times earthquakes will 
raise them to become mighty majestic 
mountains, awesome, challenging, 
inspirational ... 
 
Life’s mountains are similar, a pleasant 
niche with lovely 
views looking 
down and about, at 
others one is left 
gasping, grasping 
trying to hold on, 
exposed to icy 
winds tugging at a 
precious foothold , 
shredding, tearing 
clothes that should 
protect. 
 
Over 50 years of 
w o r s h i p p i n g 
regularly with my 
husband and 
family within the 
Lutheran church,  
an icy wind arose 
battering at my 
foothold.  We no 
longer attend 
together, he has 
found warmth, 
shelter and Christian love on another 
mountain. His voice singing and 
praising the God he loves – I am still 
grasping for security and joy. 
 
Will I have to leave my mountain? Will 
I need to let go, are there no ropes to 
save me?   
 
Isaiah 54:v.6 – “you are like a young 

wife deserted by her husband and 
deeply distressed…”, 
 but then Isaiah 54: 10 speaks of 
“mountains and hills may crumble but 
my love for you will never end, I will 
keep for ever my promise of peace”.  
 

OUR FAMILY’S MOUNTAIN 
Joan and Brian Mackenzie  
 
Mountains mean many things to many 

people.  But to our family, Mt. Ruapehu 
has taken on an entirely new meaning 
in recent times.  So many memories 
and events have brought us to this 
point in our journey – some wonderful 
highs, and a very very low valley.  But 
God has continued to carry us 
throughout. 
 
As most of you know, Andrew (our son 

and oldest child) had a great love of 
snow sports, and of snowboarding in 
particular.  He first met his wife, 
Claudine, on a trip to Mt. Ruapehu.  
This mountain provided the backdrop 
for their engagement, and later for 
their wedding.   Not long after this, 
Andrew was diagnosed with cancer, 
and he faced treatment and surgery 
with his characteristic optimism and 
courage.  Family and friends also 

shared this 
‘journey through 
the valley’ with us, 
which ended all 
too soon with 
Andrew’s death on 
3rd November 
2006.  Andrew’s 
wish was for his 
ashes to be 
scattered at the 
top of Mt Ruapehu.  
Its amazing how 
often we’re able to 
see the mountain - 
from different 
points facing 
north, south, east, 
or west – and also 
from overhead 
when flying to or 
from Auckland.  
There are lots of 
opportunities to 
give him a wave!!    

His headstone at Kelvin Grove also 
faces the mountain (although the 
hillside there obscures its view). 
 
Yet, as Andrew’s health deteriorated, 
our daughter Janet & Grant’s wee boy 
Lucas was such a blessing, giving us all 
a measure of much-needed ‘balance’. 
Since then, their second wee boy, 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be 
shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says the LORD, who has compassion on you.  - Isaiah 54:10 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place Committee has established a 
confidential service for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment 
by church employees. Trained advisers are available to help.  

FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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Bailey also gives us great enjoyment.   
 
We are all very thankful for IVF.  Andrew’s and Claude’s 
wee girl Amadea (Mardi) is so very precious (now 2 yrs 8 
mths).  And, we are looking forward to their new baby (a 
son) very soon.  Praise God.   But, our sadness is that 
Andrew is not here to share this joy.  Claude and Mardi live 
at Riwaka, near Nelson, and we’re thankful that we have 
seen them often during the past 2½ years. 
 
 Our other daughter, Melanie manages to get home from 
Auckland reasonably regularly, and it is always great when 
we can all get together.  It was especially great that our 
whole family was together in Auckland for a week at 
Christmas. 
 
As you can see, our family has had such a roller-coaster 
ride, these past few years.  As on a mountain, we have 
encountered many high peaks, and a very low valley.  We 
are very thankful for God’s love and care, and for faithful 
friends who continue to support and love us all.   
 

News Flash!  Brian and Joan Mackenzie announce the safe 
arrival of their new grandson, born 26 February 2010, 
weighing 7lbs 9oz 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the Mountains 

 What mountain did Moses see the promised 
land from? 

 Where did Noah’s ark land? 

 Where did Jesus’ Transfiguration occur? 

 Where did Moses see the burning bush? 

 Where did Jesus weep over Jerusalem? 

 Where was Moses buried? 

 Where did Abraham take Isaac to be sacri-
ficed? 

 What mountain in Jerusalem is mentioned 
over 160 times in the Bible? 

 On what smoke-covered mountain did Moses 
meet God? 

 What prophet criticized the people who felt 
secure on Mount Samaria? 

(Answers on back page) 
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ST. MATTHEW’S FAREWELLS 
PASTOR WARREN 
Clive Kingsley-Smith 
 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Hamilton 
farewelled Pastor Warren Paltridge and 
family on Sunday January 10th 2010, as they 
move to their new role in Australia 
 
Pastor Warren gave his final inspiring 
sermon and President Rob and Betsy 
Erickson joined us for this memorable 
occasion.  The service was followed with a 
farewell parish lunch and presentation of a 
gift from the congregation to the Paltridge 
family.  A birthday cake was presented to 
Jordan for his third birthday.  Everyone 
enjoyed a great time of fellowship but there 
was more than a tinge of sadness as the joy 
of his pastoral role here came to an end and 
we knew that this was the last time they 
would be with us for some time.    
 
Our congregation will remember Pastor 
Warren, Ruth and family for their friendship, 
service and support.  Pastor served us for 
almost 6 years and that is the longest term of 
a pastor here for many years.  During the term of service of 
Pastor Warren our congregation attendance stabilized and 
average attendance increased slightly.  We were happy to 
welcome and retain a considerable number of new members 
to our congregation.  Some of them are young people who 
have brought new life and vitality to our church.  That is an 
achievement at this time when many churches suffer 
reductions in church attendance numbers.  The role of 
pastor is critical to the life of any church through the 
inspiration and presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Pastor Warren’s personal visits and support for members, 
particularly in times of hardship and difficulty is much 
appreciated.  He produced the church 
magazine, served on the Church Council 
and Ministry team, as well as serving on 
Council of Synod, and as Vice President of 
the LCNZ.  He participated in the Hamilton 
area combined church activities and 
contributed to newspaper articles.  These 
are just some of the considerable number 
of outreach activities, seminars, 
celebrations and other activities that 
Warren successfully participated in, even 
though he was not a full time Pastor.  
 
We appreciate the family support provided 
to Pastor Warren’s ministry by Ruth and 
their children.  We will miss them at 
worship services and other church 
activities.  We will not forget their 
contribution to the life of our church.  We 
pray for the Lord’s blessings on their future 
ministry and life in Australia.  Our thanks 
go to their parents and families in Australia 
and New Zealand for supporting their 
ministry with us.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOS 
Above: Pastor Warren and Pastor Rob Erickson 
 
Below: Pastor Warren and Ruth Paltridge with 
Byron, Hannah and Jordan 
  
Page 4: Ruth and Jordan Paltridge celebrating 
Jordan’s 3rd birthday 
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Thanks, greetings and best wishes of our congregation go to 
Warren, Ruth and family.  We miss you. 
 
God bless you all with every blessing of new life and ministry 
in your new home.    
 
 

FUNERAL OF KARLA HARRIET 
MOSEN 
Clive Kingsley-Smith 
 
An unexpected call from Pastor Milton Fritsch in Auckland 
on Sunday January 17th informed me that he had a request 
from Roger Turner of Tairua for a funeral at our church at 
11.00am on Wednesday the 20th.  We do not expect funeral 
requests to pop up but when you think about it that is 
exactly what they do.  President Pastor Rob Erickson agreed 
to lead the service and drove up from Palmerston North with 
Betsy on Tuesday.  We all met together at the church on 
Wednesday morning. 
 
What a great event that was.  The funeral was for Karla 
Mosen who died on Saturday, 16 January 2010 at the grand 
old age of 97.  Karla had been mentally alert almost to the 
end of her life.  She was born in Denmark and came to New 
Zealand as a child and enjoyed living here since that time.  
She had 9 children and 101 descendants when she died.  
What a busy and full life she led and what an inspiration she 
was. 
 
All her children were baptized in our church and she loved 
being a member of our congregation.  Karla lived in several 
towns, mainly in the Waikato and Coromandel but she never 
forgot her time in our church that she related to her 
Lutheran links with Denmark.  She attended church in the 
early sixties when Pastor Steike, Pastor Janetski and Pastor 
Kleine were our Pastors.  Our church was filled with devoted 
relatives and friends of this grand old lady.  What a 

celebration we had with her family and friends.  Of course 
there was sorrow at her death but that was balanced by the 
celebration of her wonderful life.   
 
The service and funeral services were arranged by Karla’s 
son-in- law, Roger Turner who married Karla’s daughter Pat.  
They married in our church almost 50 years ago.  The 
service was led by Pastor Rob in an atmosphere of love, 
respect and friendship. 
 
Thanks to Ruthanne who enhanced the atmosphere as our 
organist.  Thanks to Philippa for the wonderful flower 
decorations and to Margaret and Jean for their attendance at 
this funeral.  We all feel richer for the experience that 
informed us of an element of the life of our church that we 
knew little about.  Sometimes the past comes to bless us 
rather than warn us.    
 
  

Kogudus Retreat 

“Walking by Faith” 
23-25 April 2010 

CYC, Ngaruawahia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

”Kogudus” is an Estonian word that means 
Christian fellowship.  The retreat format provides 
an environment of encouragement in which you 
can ask and discuss questions, share what you have 
already learned and just simply grow in exercising 
your faith.  A chance to take time with God.  To get 
away from the things that usually clamour for our 
attention.  To let Him strengthen our faith, deepen 
our commitment, and equip us for His service. 
Early notice so you can mark your diary, calendar 
now! 
 

Come and taste and see that the Lord is good! 
For more information contact:   

Melanie Mackenzie – melmacnz@hotmail.com 
 

Brochures coming soon! 



Isaiah 54:10 

 

 5 The Olive Tree, March 2010 

Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor 
my covenant of peace be removed," says the Lord, who has compassion on you. IS 54:10 
 
Compassion. Again and again in the Bible we hear of God’s great compassion for His people. He did not let 
them suffer any longer in Egypt, He had compassion on the Ninevites when He saw that they had turned 
from their ways, when Job had persevered through all his trials brought against him and still called out for 
the Lord’s help, when Jesus saw the large numbers of sick flocking to him, and when the crowd of 5000 
men were hungry and without food on the hillside, He had compassion on them.  
 
Not only does God see us in our helpless situations, but He steps in and intervenes, rescuing us and giving 

us assistance and love, even when it is 
not deserved. This is the amazing news 
of the gospel, that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 
5:8). Mercy shown, grace undeserved, 
compassion for His creation. 
 
Our God is characterised by grace, 
compassion and mercy. Likewise, we 
who are His children should be known 
by these traits. Like a light that is not 
hidden under a bushel, the Spirit of 
God living in us should be visible to 
those in our community who do not 
yet know God and His compassion. St 
Paul in his letter to the Colossians 
(3:12) states compassion first in his 
list of qualities which we as Christian 
people should put on. Of course, as 
follows is kindness, humility, 
gentleness, patience, forgiving one 
another, and over all things, putting on 
LOVE.  
 
It is a daily struggle against our sinful 
self, but with the Spirit’s help, a 

transformation can occur, and we can be Christ’s light to our world. Who is God asking you to love today? 
What have you seen in your community and been filled with compassion? Perhaps this is the prompting of 
Christ, not to just be filled with this emotion, but to ACT in faith and share the gospel through a simple act 
of kindness or a word of encouragement. 
 
Lord, help us to put on Your character traits everyday, and share Your love with those around us. Let our faith 
be a living, vibrant example of Your heart for all Creation. Amen. 
 
I am a mum with 2 little handfuls of joy and challenge – Owen (2 and a half) and Imogen (nearly 1). I am 
still trying to work out what a “good pastor’s wife” looks like (having only been in the job for about a year!) 
and how the Lutheran Church of New Zealand works, but I am excited by where God has led our family and 
can’t wait to see what else He has in store for our church in the coming years. 
 
In a previous life (i.e. before children), I was a social worker in Adelaide, helping homeless young people 
get housing, education and employment. I have a heart for social justice, community development and 
sharing the gospel in a relevant and compassionate way – desires that I know are given to me by God to 
challenge my faith every day. I look forward to bringing you a devotion each Olive Tree this year. 
 
Anna Kroehn 
 
 

DEVOTIONAL 
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THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL  
Clive Kingsley-Smith 
 
Presentation at St Matthew Church Spring Seminar Series in 
Hamilton on November 22nd 2009 
 
This great “Power Point” assisted presentation on the “The 
Fall of the Berlin Wall” was presented by Daniel and 
Katharina Borszik.  They grew up in East Germany where 
Daniel’s father is a Lutheran Pastor.  Both of them 
remember “The Fall of the Wall” when they were teenagers 
in 1989, so this was a live account of their personal 
experiences.  They were ably assisted by our church 
member Norman Franke who is head of the German 
department at Waikato University.  Norman was in West 
Germany at the time and talked of his experience of this 
memorable event.  This was one of three talks in our “Spring 
Series” arranged by our Ministry Team.    
 
We had all heard so much about this major event, 
particularly recently when the 20th anniversary of  “the Fall 
of the Wall” was celebrated on November 9th 2009.  A 
considerable number of New Zealanders remember those 
times of uncertainty, during the Second World War and the 
“Cold War” that followed it.  That led to the building of the 
huge barrier, namely the wall around West Berlin and over 
1000km of high security fencing between Germany’s East 
and West.  Many New Zealanders know something of this 
momentous event 20 years ago.  This huge barrier 
separated Communist East Germany from the Western 

Impressions from the wall through Berlin. Impressions from the wall through Berlin. 

Some call it the longest piece of art due to it's Some call it the longest piece of art due to it's 

popularity with taggerspopularity with taggers  

East German border guards East German border guards   

protecting the often improvised protecting the often improvised 

border in the early daysborder in the early days  

After about 5 years the wall was already over After about 5 years the wall was already over 

25km long and with the barbed wire the whole 25km long and with the barbed wire the whole 

earth could've been spannedearth could've been spanned  
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World and was built to prevent people moving out of East 
Germany.  Russia expanded territory over Eastern Europe 
following the end of the Second World War.  This led to 
what we called “The Cold War” that included the traumatic 
struggles in Korea and Vietnam.  It is hard to imagine the 
struggles of last century that eclipse the trauma of our 
present conflicts.   
 
Katharina, Daniel and Norman gave a very live personal 
account of the magnitude of this incredible event when they 
were young people in their homeland of Germany.  They 
reflected something of the magnitude of this world 
shattering event.  The “Fall of the Wall” that had 
surrounded West Berlin was dramatic as it saw the close of 
divisions originated through wars and dramatic times of 
suffering for so many people.  It was symbolic of the 
reuniting of the world that had been divided by the trauma 
of the Second World War and the Cold War that followed it.  
They had dramatic pictures of the physical barriers that 
had been built with a no-mans land between the 2 huge 
barriers.  Many had been killed by the large number of 
military guards who wiped out attempts to cross this 
barrier.   
 
The huge swell of public enthusiasm on both sides of the 
wall put an end to this separation of people.  Rocks were 
beaten out of the wall and the reuniting celebration was 
unbelievable.  It is hard to imagine the joy and excitement 
of the time but the personal witness of our friends brought 
that atmosphere very much alive as we listened intently to 
their personal experiences, supported by those incredible 
pictures.  Following this event the regime had no option but 
to break down the terrible barriers that created such 
physical and psychological barriers at that time.  Our world 
became a more peaceful place. 
 
This memorable presentation was followed with fellowship 
with coffee, tea and snacks. 
   
Since a considerable number of New Zealanders have a 
historic link with the Lutheran church in Germany, 
Scandinavia and other European countries; it is not 
surprising that we had a good attendance and support from 
our community at this event and other 
presentations in the series.  This concept 
of public seminars is a great way for our 
outreach to the public in our community.   
 
Our sincere thanks to the LLL whose 
support enabled us to obtain a data 
projector that has become so helpful for 
us on many occasions and in our 
worship services.  
 
Daniel and Katharina became members 
of our Lutheran Church in Hamilton a 
few years ago when they suddenly 
appeared at a worship service and have 
since become dedicated members of our 
fortunate congregation.  Thank you to 
Daniel, Katharina, Norman and all who 
helped make this event such a success. 
 
Our Lord truly blesses us in so many 
ways.  

57 people escaped through 57 people escaped through 

this tunnel, dug by hand for this tunnel, dug by hand for 

6 months6 months  

Viewing platforms were intended for border patrols on West Ger-Viewing platforms were intended for border patrols on West Ger-

many's side of the border but became many's side of the border but became   

increasingly popular with tourists soon.increasingly popular with tourists soon.  

The "Brandenburger Tor". The The "Brandenburger Tor". The 

wall dividing Berlin ran right wall dividing Berlin ran right 

through this large gate. Now it is through this large gate. Now it is 

a symbol of freedom for many a symbol of freedom for many 

Germans.Germans.  
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PASSING ON FAITH IN THE HOME – 
THE JOURNEY OF CHRISTIAN 
PARENTING 
Rev. Greg Priebbenow 
 
Parenting is not what it used to be.   
 
Two hundred years ago the responsibility of teaching and 
nurturing children rested heavily upon parents and the 
extended family.  Children spent most of their waking hours 
at or around home or participating in activities with other 
family members. Limited transport options meant options 
for community involvement were relatively few.  Schooling 
was not compulsory and generally available only to those 
with the ability to pay.   
 
Today the picture is vastly different.  Contemporary parents 
have many, many external activities and resources they can 
draw upon in raising their children.  Early childhood 
programs, kindergartens and schools provide children with 
educational opportunities outside the home.  Then after 
school there are many extra-curricular activities in which 
children can be involved – from sport to dance group to 
athletics to Girl Guides and so on.   When children are back 
home, parents can point them in the direction of the TV, 
computer or games console to occupy their time, or towards 
toys unimaginable centuries ago.  Parenting in many homes 
has become synonymous with “time and activity 
management”.  Parents ensure that the basic needs of their 
children are met (clothing, food, shelter, health) and then 
out-source the rest of their children’s schedules to other 
institutions, groups or entertainment sources. 
 
There are many benefits for families and children that come 
from parental out-sourcing.  Children have access to learning 
opportunities and growth experiences that parents cannot 
otherwise provide.  But there is one vital area of child-
rearing that cannot be so simply out-sourced – the passing-
on of Christian faith and values.  It is God’s design and 
intention that fathers and mothers serve as the primary 
mentors, educators and guides for their children in matters 
of faith.  Child and youth ministry programs, Lutheran 
schools and Confirmation courses exist to aid and support 
parents in this calling but can never be full substitutes for 
active and intentional Christian parenting.   
 
In Scripture, God specifically places the responsibility for 
nurturing a child’s spiritual development on parents – not 
the church!  Deuteronomy 6 declares God’s will for the home 
to function as the primary context for teaching children the 
ways of God:  “Recite [God’s words] to your children and talk 
about them when you are at home and when you are away, 
when you lie down and when you rise.  Bind them as a sign 
on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates” (vv. 7-9).  In the home faith is nurtured in the ebbs 
and flows of daily life like nowhere else.  Parents have the 
awesome privilege of being “God’s love with skin on” for 
their children.  The way parents love and relate to their 
children, day in and day out, in good times and bad, is the 
most powerful influence on their spiritual formation. 
 
For a Christian parent, the calling to pass on faith may 

initially seem very daunting.  Parents may say “I don’t know 
enough” or “I don’t have the skills”.   The truth is that no 
parent is every fully equipped or prepared in and of 
themselves.  At the heart of Christian parenting are not our 
skills, knowledge or abilities but the power and presence of 
our living and loving God.  Christian parenting involves 
living in daily dependence on God’s power and grace … 
faithfully doing what we can and leaving the rest to him.  
Here are some practical suggestions to get you started.  
 
Be yourself.   God does not require you to have a Seminary 
degree to talk to your kids about him.  Nor does he ask that 
you “have it all together all of the time”.  He simply asks that 
you journey with him and share your journey with your 
children in your own words and ways.  Be authentic and 
real.  Share your understanding of who God is with your 
children and why God matters to you – in a way that reflects 
the true you. 
 
Don’t limit your conversations on Spiritual matters to 
Sundays!   Faith is for every day, not just for Sundays … and 
we communicate this best to our children when we live it 
ourselves each and every day.  Weave “God talk” into your 
daily interactions with your kids.  Share with them how you 
experienced God’s blessing and care during the day or how 
you were reminded of him through what took place.   Share 
your thoughts and questions on Spiritual issues and ask for 
your children’s ideas.  Tell them what you’re praying about 
and ask about their prayers.  Let your kids know that 
Spiritual issues are important in your life all of the time!  
 
Let your children catch you in the act of doing something 
spiritual.   Do you have a regular devotional time – where 
you read the Bible and pray – that you spend with God?  Are 
you regularly involved in some act of service that is an 
expression of your faith?  Do your kids know about it? How 
about letting your kids “see” you being involved in your own 
Spiritual disciplines? Don’t forget that your actions will 
teach your kids a lot about your faith – probably even more 
than your words!  (Even the presence of an open Bible in the 
home can speak volumes!)  
 
Look for natural opportunities to raise spiritual issues.   The 
most poignant “God moments” in home life are usually arise 
spontaneously, at unexpected times and in unexpected ways.  
Wise Christian parents are on the constant lookout for 
opportunities “along the road” of life to point to Christ’s love 
and his caring presence or to share or discuss Biblical truths.  
Even your own mistakes or failings can be used as 
opportunities to talk about sin, forgiveness and starting 
again in grace.  
 
Use existing home rituals and traditions to create a regular 
rhythm for faith life in the home.   Transform the regular 
events that are part of your home life into faith-filled 
moments.   Say a table grace before meals.   Make meal times 
a “media free zone” where family members can share about 
their day and where they saw God at work.  Make bedtimes 
an opportunity for prayer with and for your children, and to 
read Bible stories to them.  When your children leave for 
Kindy or school, give them a short blessing (e.g. “The Lord 
Jesus bless you and watch over you today”).  When travelling 
with your children in the car, put on Christian CDs.  In other 
words, think about what you already do as a family and 
“tweak” these by adding a Spiritual element.  You can then 
go on to add new rituals or traditions, built around the 



Isaiah 54:10 

 

 9 The Olive Tree, March 2010 

Church year (e.g. for Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost) 
or family milestones (e.g. birthdays, anniversaries).   
 
Have a plan for family devotional times each week.   Work to 
carve out short blocks of time (e.g. 10-15 minutes) at least 
once or twice a week where 
you can gather as a family 
around God’s Word and pray 
together.  Use a Bible 
storybook that is applicable to 
the ages of your children and 
pray about the happenings that 
are part of your lives.   Once 
you have agreed on a time and 
an approach, stick to it.  With 
consistency over time you will 
build a precious habit of faith 
with the potential to 
permanently deepen and 
enrich your family life.  
 
Build on the ministry your 
church provides.  Make and 
take opportunities to connect 
the ministry of your church community to your home 
practice of faith.  Develop a weekly habit of discussing your 
pastor’s sermon or sharing your insights from Sunday 
worship.  Take an interest in what is being shared in Sunday 
School or confirmation class and ask for related resources 
you can use in the home.  Invite your congregation to 
actively support and partner with you. 
 
Find ways to serve together as a family. The call to follow 
Christ is a call to service.  Parents communicate a lot about 
their faith in Christ by their willingness to serve, and by 
serving with their children they show them how faith 
intersects with worldly needs and concerns.  Think about 
ways you can work together as a family to do something to 
help others or support a cause beyond the home. 
 
Pay attention to your own Spiritual growth.   Perhaps the 
most important thing a Christian parent can do to pass on 
the Christian faith to their children is to take seriously their 
own walk of faith.  Passing on the faith is not so much a 
matter of doing but of being and becoming in Christ, 
allowing him to work through us.  Maintain a 
commitment to a regular worship and 
devotional life.  Read Christian literature and 
take opportunities for fellowship and 
learning with other Christians.  As you grow 
in your own faith, your children will in turn 
be Spiritually influenced. 
 
Have fun with your kids!  Unfortunately, too 
many children are given the impression from 
their parents and other adults at church that 
Christianity means being grumpy, bored or 
straight-laced.   Perhaps one of the most 
helpful things you can do for your kids’ 
spiritual growth is to model for them that the 
Christian life is one of love, peace and joy!  
God’s desire is that we enjoy the gift of life 
and make the most of it.  So intentionally plan 
fun times for your family.  Show your 
children that the Christian life can be fun!  
 

May God richly bless your parenting journey! 
 
Rev. Greg Priebbenow is School Pastor, Unity College, 
Murray Bridge SA, Compiler of “TAKING FAITH HOME” 
resources - www.formingfaith.com 

 

INTERIM PASTOR 
WELCOMED 
 
Hamilton Lutheran Church 
writing here: St Matthew 
welcomed their interim, Pastor 
Norman Bergen and his wife 
Kay on Sunday 21 Feb 2010 
with a pot luck lunch after 
service.  
 
It was wonderful to see the 
church filled also with visitors 
from Tauranga and to hear 
Norman leading the service 
and preaching. Since Warren 
Paltridge left in January lay 

leaders have been conducting the services on Sunday. Thank 
you to all the work that went into this. 
 
The Bergens arrived in Hamilton the week before after 
coming over from Australia and visiting friends and family in 
Palmerston North. Norman and Kay moved into the newly 
renovated manse which was just finished in time. New 
wallpaper, carpet and curtains have been put in and the 
manse is looking very stylish now! Thanks also to all those 
involved in making this necessary change happen.  
 
May the Lord help St Matthew to keep up the vibrant spirit 
for the rest of the work needing to be done. God bless 
worker and work.  
 
PHOTOS 
Above: Pastor Norm and Kay Bergen 
Below: Worship service at St Matthew’s 
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You may know what a spoiler is. It is a review of a book or movie that reveals the 
ending. If you know how it ends why bother? Why plough through the pages, or 
run your bank card at a cinema ticket booth? Sometimes people say that about the 
Bible, or even the whole message of Christianity. “Blah, blah, blah I have heard it all 
before”.  
 
There are millions of books sitting unread, or once-read, on the shelves in people’s 
homes. However some books are used often and even begin to wear out. Betsy has 
a few favourite cookbooks that are dogged eared from use, with stained pages and 
pencilled notes in the margins. Yes, and we even have worn out a few Bibles over 
the years. Although most of us know how the gospel story ends, the Bible is more 
than a novel. It requires reading many times. Each time we read new things are 
discovered, and we are reminded of what is important.  
 
Lent is a season in the church year when Christians are especially encouraged to 
remember through reading and worship the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. 
You may already be involved in a Lenten study at home or church. Listed below are 
the Gospel readings for Lent and Easter 2010. May I encourage you to read these 
during Lent. The first Sundays in Lent have already passed since this edition was 
printed, but go back and read them. 

1st Sunday in Lent, 21 Feb -- Luke 4:1-13 
2nd Sunday in Lent, 28 Feb -- Luke 13:31-35 
3rd Sunday in Lent, 7 March -- Luke 13:1-9 
4th Sunday in Lent, 14 March -- Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
5th Sunday in Lent, 21  March – John 12:1-8 
Palm Sunday, 28 March – Luke 23:1-49 
Maundy Thursday, 1 April – John 13:1-17, 31-35 
Good Friday, 2 April – John 18:1 – 19:42 
Easter Sunday, 4 April – John 20:1-18 

 
We are now in temporary offices as we commence the next process of determining 

where the LCNZ offices should be located. A full explanation of the process and 

how congregations will be consulted through their Synod Representative will be 

sent out as a mailing to congregations.  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Colleen McHardy and 
Rob Erickson in the 
reception area of the 
new “temporary” LCNZ 
offices 
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contribute prayer points:  mollets@inspire.net.nz 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

LET US GIVE THANKS 
 Mountainside, Auckland - Praise and thank God for the 

great start that we have enjoyed to 2010. We 
especially give thanks for the healthy attendances 
during January (almost 300 more than January 2009). 

 Thank God for the “growth” that 
is going on at St Pauls, 
Wellington   … not just in 
numbers, but as we grow into a 
maturity of understanding of 
God’s call upon our lives and our 
church, and as we grow in the 
ability and the willingness to 
discern opportunities for sharing 
Jesus with our community. 

 We thank God for the increased 
numbers (St Paul’s, Wellington) 
in our EWEth (Youth) 
Group.  We thank God that, due 
to increased numbers in our 
Sunday School, we’ve had to 
move to two classes.   

 We thank God for the ever-
increasing interest in our pre-
school music and movement 
ministry called Mini Minstrels 
and also for the strong 
community support of our other 
music ministries (recitals, and 
the Bach Cantata Vespers) (St 
Paul’s, Wellington). 

 We thank God that we’re out-
growing our small church and 
hall facility and that we need to 
work out ways to provide for 
future growth and future 
ministries. (St Paul’s, 
Wellington) 

 Thank God for the Spirit of love 
and unity amongst the small 
congregation of St Francis, 
Mauriceville West, and for the 
joy we have in our monthly 
informal worship gatherings, not 
to mention the afternoon teas 
(including pikelits) and the odd 
BBQ we have after some of our services. 

 Manawatu Lutheran Parish gives thanks to God for the 
many opportunities that God has presented us with 
for mission and ministry this year. We especially 
praise God for the work He is doing through the youth 
group where many youth are coming to hear the good 
news of Jesus from the community. 

 Thanks for a dedicated, though numerically depleted, 
congregation Leadership Team. (St Paul’s, 

Christchurch). 

 Thanks for the wonderful examples of serving 
demonstrated by many of our senior members and 
friends. (St Paul’s, Christchurch). 

 

ASKING OUR HEAVENLY 
FATHER 
 Pray for the By-Dzine Youth 

Ministry as it moves to Friday Evenings 

(fortnightly) alternating between 

Mountainside and the North Shore. 

 Pray for Wayne George as he co-

ordinates this important ministry 

within our church. 

 We’re asking the Holy Spirit to help 

us grow into an understanding of our 

mission – that we as church exist for 

those who do not yet belong to Jesus … 

and having understood this, that we 

will actively look for ways to share 

Jesus with others. (St Paul’s, 

Wellington) 

 that St Paul’s (Wellington) 

continues to hear the Lord ask, “Whom 

shall I send?” and that it continues to 

answer, “Send me/us.” 

 We ask that God would continue to 

lead and guide us as we step out in faith 

as we enact our mission and vision for 

the Manawatu, with subsequent 

strategic goals. 

 For commitment to making 

disciples for Jesus – including many 

new ones! – with the Holy Spirit’s help. 

(St Paul’s, Christchurch) 

 For wisdom and divine insight in 

dealing with our current financial 

challenges (St Paul’s, Christchurch). 

 That we grasp the wonderful 

opportunities presented by our children’s and young 

teens’ ministries. (St Paul’s, Christchurch). 

 Prayer for upcoming Kogudus retreat: 

 for all the preparations  

 for participants to grow in their faith walk 

 for God’s protection and blessing on all 

involved. 



It is 150 years since many of our forebears in the Lutheran Church of New Zealand arrived from Australia, 
having originally come from Europe in the 1840s and 1850s. 
 
Many walked the Beach Highway between Paekakariki and the Rangitikei River (Scott’s Ferry) before estab-
lishing their homes and their new church, 
St Martins, in Marton. 
 
They were people of amazing faith and 
their pilgrimage from Europe via South 
Australia to the Rangitikei helped lay the 
foundations for the faith of many in our 
church and nation. 
 
I am interested in re-walking part of their 
pilgrimage walk – the Beach Highway – 
and I’d love you to join me – especially if 
you have a connection with St Martins in 
Marton. 
 
Included in our pilgrimage walk will be the 
opportunity to share, discuss, pray, sing and celebrate the Faith of our Fathers and Mothers and the Grace of 
God to them and us. 
 
If you’re interested and would like to know  
more, please contact: 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2010 

 

April 23-25 Kogudus at CYC Ngaruawahia 
   Contact Mel Mackenzie for more details 
   (melmacnz@hotmail.com) 
 
July 5-9  LCNZ Youth Camp at El Rancho, Waikanae 
 
July 24  LCNZ Summit at Mountainside, Auckland 

Quiz Answers: 
1. Nebo (Deuteronomy 34:1-4) 
2. Ararat (Genesis 8:4) 
3. Harmon (Matthew 17) 
4. Horeb (Exodus 3:1) 
5. The Mount of Olives (Luke 19:41) 
6. Psgah (Deuteronomy 34:5-6) 
7. Moriah (Genesis 22:2) 
8. Zion 
9. Sinai (Exodus 31:18) 
10. Amos (6:1) 

PASTOR MARK WHITFIELD 
12 King Street, Mt Cook, Wellington 6021 
wellington.lutheran@paradise.net.nz 
(04) 9723705 

NEXT ISSUE:  “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s Will 
for you in Christ Jesus”.  I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 
 
“Be joyful”, is this easy when things aren’t going our way?  “Pray continually” – we can find comfort in 
prayer, especially when we are faced with life circumstances.  “Give thanks in all circumstances” –  now 
here is a great challenge to the followers of Jesus Christ!   Have you taken up this challenge in your life?  
Articles based on this  theme and news of what is happening in your local church and community are 
welcomed.  Submission date for the next issue of the Olive Tree is 14 May 2010. 


