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MISSION 
MISSION? NOT MY SORT OF THING! 
Debra Schultz, River of Life Centre, Lower Hutt 
 
I can remember when my church, River of Life Centre 
(formerly Avalon Baptist Church) in Lower Hutt, 
announced it would be sending a mission team to the 
Philippines in 2009 and there would be a meeting at 
the end of the service for those who were interested in 
going. “I won’t be going,” I said to myself, “Not my sort 
of thing.” However, by the time worship finished that 
morning I knew that 
indeed I would be 
going. I had heard 
loudly and clearly 
from God that he 
wanted me there! 
 
Overseas mission 
wasn’t my sort of 
thing, I was quite 
sure about that. But 
since that day I have 
been on two short 
term mission trips, 
the first, the one 
mentioned above, to 
the Philippines, and 
the second was this 
time last year, to 
Southern India. Yet 
as inadequate as I am 
at coping with things outside of my comfort zone, and 
with no obvious gifting for evangelism or mercy, I 
found that I was without a doubt called to mission. And 
I believe every Christian is. 
 
Our mission team to India consisted of 15 members of 
our church. Our destination was the Gilgal Mission in 
Kirathoor in the southern province of Tamil Nadu. The 
Gilgal Mission has planted 16 churches in the 
provinces of Kerala and Tamil Nadu over the last five 
years. My prayer during our time of preparation was 

that I would be fully available for God to use me 
powerfully to display his glory and his mercy. I wanted 
to witness miracles!! 
 
We arrived there around midnight on a Saturday and 
all gratefully fell into our beds. This was all too quickly 
followed by a rude awakening at 5.00am the next 
morning when extremely loud, Indian church music 
began to play over a loudspeaker all around the 
mission complex. We discovered this was the usual 

Sunday call to 
worship. There is 
much competition 
between the various 
religions in India, 
and so being heard 
as far and wide as 
possible is one 
method used to 
attract people! 
 
It was part of our 
plan to visit and 
minister in each of 
the 16 Gilgal 
churches so to make 
this possible we split 
into three groups of 
five. This meant that 
each of us would be 
called upon at some 

stage to preach and to give testimony and all of us 
would be called upon to pray and minister. The 
churches were situated all over the place, some in 
remote parts of the jungle, others in small villages. It 
didn’t seem to matter where they were, the people 
came. 
 
It was my privilege to lead worship at the opening 
service of a Pastors’ and Leaders’ Conference and it 
was here that I had my first inkling that my prayer was 

(Continued on page 2) 

July 2012 

THE OLIVE TREE 



MISSION 

 

2  

A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place 
Committee has established a confidential service 

for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ 
harassment by church employees. Trained 

advisers are available to help.  
FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 

contents 
 
 

From The President ........................................... 3 

Share and Care .................................................... 6 

Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart  ...................... 6 

Church in Mission ................................................. 8 

Mission at Beacon Outreach ................................ 9 

Devotional ......................................................... 10 

Intercessory Prayer .......................................... 11 

LLL News ........................................................... 12 

LCNZ Youth Camp ............................................. 12 

 
 
“The Olive Tree” is the newsletter of the Lutheran Church 
of New Zealand.  It is published four times a year, and is 
currently produced from the LSM / LCNZ Office. 
 
Editing/Production Team 
Dan Carswell & Tony Cuttle 
115 Liverpool St 
Wanaganui 4500 
dcars1976@gmail.com 
 
Subscriptions & distributions:  
LCNZ Administrator, PO Box 7606, Newtown, Wellington 
6242  
Phone 04 385 2540; e-mail lcnz@clear.net.nz 
 
Please note that the opinions of writers in the newsletter 
are not necessarily those of the editor, nor the policies of 
the LCNZ. 
 
Contributions can be submitted via email at 
dcars1976@gmail.com  

going to be answered in ways I hadn’t even 
anticipated. We were in a part of India where the 
younger generation understood a fair bit of English as 
it is now taught as part of the school curriculum, but 
no one really tried to speak it. What was noticeable 
was that what most of them did say and understand 
were the words ‘Hallelujah!’ and ‘Praise the Lord!’ So 
as I led worship that morning I found myself singing a 
new song to the Lord, using those words liberally. I’ve 
never composed a song on the go like that before, but 
found it taking shape as I opened my mouth and sang. 
The simple chorus was soon followed by a simple 
verse and I was excited to witness the full church of 
around 200 people joining in with me in this song of 
praise! Our little song, aptly titled ‘Hallelujah’ became 
a standard on the song list for the remainder of the 
trip. 
 
I remember the first person I prayed for on our trip. 
She was an elderly Indian woman, crippled by back 
pain. I’d just given a testimony about how God healed 
my own back a few years before and then asked if 
anyone would like prayer for the same thing. Most 
Indian people sit on the floor during worship but this 
woman couldn’t get down there, so she was sitting on 
a plastic chair at the back of the church. I went to 
where she was to pray for her and found myself 
praying with an authority I hadn’t previously 
understood. There was no asking for healing, there 
was a claiming of healing! And while I didn’t see it for 
myself, other members of my team told me that 
suddenly her eyes lit up with astonishment and then 
joy as God took away her pain. She embraced me in 
tears, we thanked God together in our two different 
languages, and then she went and took her place on 
the floor!! God was continuing to answer my prayer. 
 
He definitely was!! So many people I prayed for were 
instantly healed. Probably one of the most mind-
blowing was a woman with eczema. Eczema!! All over 
her body! But when I claimed her healing in the name 
of Jesus, it was gone! Disappeared! Healed!!  I 
witnessed many miracles like this: an 8 year old deaf 
boy received his hearing on live TV at our crusade; a 
woman with a brain tumour came for prayer four 
nights in a row and on the final night God took it away 
and released her from pain and she danced, and 
danced and danced for joy!! There are too many 
stories to share in one article, but from the first day to 
the last I saw the power, the glory and the love of God 
in glorious action. 
 
Mission isn’t all about healing though. It’s about 
sharing Christ with those who don’t know him. And 
this was part of our itinerary too. Throughout our trip 
we worked with interpreters who knew the various 
local dialects. One particular day we ventured down to 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Luke 14:23 
 Then the master said, “Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel 
 people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 

 
 Kia tau ki a koutou te atawhai me te rangimarie o te Atua 
 Grace and peace to you from God 

 願 父 神 所 賜 的 恩 惠 和 平 安 與 你 們 同 在 

 
A lot has happened since the last time you were reading the latest issue of the 
Olive Tree.  One of the things that has happened was that the editor of this 
esteemed publication, Dan Carswell was headline news in another esteemed 
publication, the Wanganui Chronicle.  The headline on Monday 23rd April read 
Cerebral palsy sufferer's 2km triumph, and the article told the story of Dan’s 
gutsy effort to complete the 2km walk in the HEHA Round the Bridges fun run 
event in Wanganui.  The article went on to say how Dan had trained for the 
event and how gruelling it was; every 10 or so steps, sweating profusely, he 
had to stop and sit on his walker.  The article concluded –  
 

When Mr Carswell came into view, long after most people had left the 
event, there was a handful of people there to cheer him on.  He pushed 
through that final metre and fell on the ground laughing because he'd 
done it.  "I did it   ... I did it," he yelled. 
 

Well done Dan; a great effort and a journey well run/walked! 
 
Another thing that has happened since I last wrote is that my father’s earthly 
journey came to an end.  Dad died on 18th April and we celebrated in a 
wonderful way a few days later how our loving Lord had walked with him 
through the gruelling (at times) journey of earthly life to the joy of life eternal.  
And just maybe Dad could also be heard yelling out as he crossed that 
finishing line, “I did it   … I did it   … but only by the grace and mercy of my 
Lord and Saviour.”  Our family were touched by your many expressions of love 
at this time, and so we ask you please to accept our personal thanks. 
 
Journeys completed, races won, life over   … where do you want to be ‘at the 
end’ and where does God desire that we be ‘at the end’?  Our editor has chosen 
words from St Luke’s account of the gospel as the theme for this issue.  What is 
the mission of the church and how do we share our faith and the hope we have 
in Christ with others? 
 
We have a God who has set a table and prepared a banquet – the banquet is 
eternal life and he wants everyone to be there (compel people to come in) and 
to share in it – he wants our feet under his table at the end. 
 
As I write this, our church is about to begin its second round of programmed 
meetings for the year –  

Lutheran Laymen’s League (LLL),  
Finance Advisory Committee (FAC),  
Lutheran Support Ministries (LSM),  
Council of Synod (COS), and  
I’m about to head to Adelaide for College of Presidents (COP).   

(Continued on page 4) 
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There have been other meetings since I last wrote –  

A Special General Meeting (SGM) at Botany 
Lutheran Church where an overwhelming 
majority voted to apply for Vicar Tat Tsui to be 
ordained as a Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP), 

A task-force is meeting and exploring ministry 
options on the Manawatu-Marton region, 

Another task-force is meeting to plan for the best 
possible location for the LCNZ National Office 
in Wellington, and 

Vice President John Davison and I had a wonderful 
meeting with the people on the North Shore, 
dreaming about and exploring the ministry 
potential there. 

In amongst these meetings I’ve moved around the 
LCNZ   … attended worship in various places, 
preached here and there, visited and spoke with 
Pastors and lay people   … and hopefully in all these 
things I’ve gently reminded you all that the Lord 
wants us to gather more and more people to his 
banqueting table of love. 
 
I’ve deliberately included meetings in the above.  Even 
if our meetings are mainly to talk about things 
financial and things administrative, we conduct those 
meetings with one main purpose in mind – i.e. to 
support the church to be most effective in its mission 
of reaching out and touching the lives of others with 
the life-changing love of Christ. 
 
The desire of the Lord is that his house might be full.  
Why?  He doesn’t want anyone to miss out on the 
good things he offers   … the supper, the banquet, life 
in abundance, life eternally.   
 
When ‘the end’ comes, he wants us sitting with him, 
enjoying the feast and yelling to one other, “by the 
grace of God, I did it!  I did it!” 
 
Mā te Atua koe e tiaki 

God be with you 
 
+MARK 

(Continued from page 3) 

Kogudus Retreat II 

Prayer 
Growing in a Relationship, 

Not Mastering a Technique 
14-16 September 2012 

Foxton Bible Camp 

Mark this date on your calendar. If you have al-

ready been to this Retreat please prayerfully con-

sider inviting someone else to come along and 

come with them as an encouragement. 

We are all called to go and make disciples – this is 

a wonderful opportunity to do this and make new 

friends! 

More details will be available from brochures at 

your church or on the LCNZ website at http://

goo.gl/yvUM1. 

For any queries contact Sharolyn Mollet at  

mollets@xtra.co.nz. 
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the beach people in an area of Kirathoor known for 
being a Catholic stronghold. Catholics are not 
considered Christians in this part of the world as they 
hardly acknowledge Jesus Christ but rather worship 
the Virgin Mary as the Queen of Heaven. The Catholic 
Church itself is quite corrupt and holds on to their 
members by promising them free burial plots when 
they die. Those who become Christians are outcasts 
and lose this privilege for themselves and their 
families. So if and when these folk heard and accepted 
the good news of the resurrection of Jesus Christ they 
would immediately be persecuted!! Our three teams 
went door-knocking. As pale-skinned people we were 
quite a novelty and so were invited in to almost every 
home we went to. Our first visit was to an elderly 
couple, both of whom had suffered strokes in recent 
times. We asked them if they knew of Jesus Christ, who 
had come to save them from their sins and give them 
everlasting life. One of our team shared the good news 
with them and then asked them if they would like to 
accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. We then led 
them in a confession of sins and a declaration of faith 
and our two new friends, with tears streaming down 
their faces, began their new journey as followers of 
Jesus Christ. What a moment! Over the course of that 
day we were privileged to share the Gospel with 
several households and saw 28 people accept Christ 
into their hearts. The great thing about all this was that 
we didn’t just float in and out again. We had a whole 
church network waiting to follow up and support these 
folk on their walk from then on. There would have 
been several parties going on in heaven that day!! 
 
One of the more humorous memories I have is of our 
Easter Sunday service. It was a baptism service and 
also included the handing over of the leadership of the 
Gilgal mission from Pastor Valsalam to his son Pastor 
Rabinson. We ladies had all had saris made for the 
occasion and had been meticulously prepared by our 
wonderful Indian friends. After the service we would 
be feeding the almost 1000 on the roof of the church. 
And by we, I mean that our mission team would be 
serving our hosts and all those who had come from 
miles and miles around for this special service.  The 
fatted heifer had been killed the night before (we could 
hear it happening – as a result several of our team 
decided to bypass the beef curry the next day!) One of 
the interesting aspects of our visit was that we as 
guests always sat up the front of the church looking 
down on the congregation. Very important not to fall 
asleep or do anything too distracting while in this 
position. However, during this most important service 
I saw one of the young girls, Zipha, beckoning to me to 
come out of the church. Unbeknownst to me, my 
wardrobe was malfunctioning and my sari was falling 
off! Fortunately Zipha was on alert and quickly 
restored things to their proper position and I was able 
to slip back in again, undoubtedly watched by all 1000 

or so people, or at least by those who could fit into the 
church building! Nothing to see here people!! Then my 
sari came into play again as we dished up buckets full 
of curry, rice, vegetables, sauces, poppadums, etc. to 
our hosts on the roof. Saris are long, I am short. I found 
myself treading on it constantly while winding my way 
between tables and chairs and almost fell into several 
people’s laps. Thankfully, I didn’t spill any curry on 
anyone but I did manage to get a fair bit on myself. 
Needless to say, my sari needed a good wash and I 
haven’t actually worn it since, as I don’t seem capable 
of dressing myself up in it by myself! 
 
So many memories remain with me from this mission 
trip. It wasn’t all sweetness and light. There were no 
comforts of home, no hot showers, no washing 
machine, no toilet paper, only the very occasional flush 
toilet! The heat was oppressive, the power frequently 
went off and all the fans stopped working! Our 
schedule was full-on, there was the language barrier to 
contend with, a completely different diet (although we 
were wonderfully and generously fed), and living in 
close quarters with a whole heap of other people 24 
hours a day. But I wouldn’t have missed a moment of it. 
My faith grew dramatically and this experience has left 
me more on fire for God than ever. Never in my wildest 
dreams had I expected to go on overseas mission, but 
when God calls, he equips, he prepares, he provides 
and as long as we are willing and available we will see 
his power and his glory in ways we never imagined! All 
glory belongs to Him!!   

(Continued from page 2) 

From the Editor 
 
Hi everyone, 
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Olive Tree. The 
next edition of the Olive Tree is on discipleship. 
The text comes from Matthew 26:  18-20 

18 – Jesus came to them and said; I have 
been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth!  19 – Go to the people of all nations 
and make them my disciples. Baptise them in 
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit,  20 – and teach them to do everything 
I have told you I will be with you always, 
even until the end of the world 

Articles need to be in by the 15th of August  
 
Dan Carswell 
Editor 



MISSION 

 

6  

SHARE & CARE  - ST LUKE’S, PALMERSTON NORTH 
Butch Jurgens 
 
Share & Care is an outreach ministry of St. Luke’s 
which has been happening for quite some time now.  
Once a fortnight on a Wednesday starting at 5pm a 
three course meal is served to people from the 
community who have various needs.  Actually it is a 

four course meal as in between mains and dessert and 
devotion is shared along with a song.  Spiritual and 
physical food. 
 
Members of St Luke’s don’t go out into the highways 
and by ways to find these people they come because 
they have been told by someone else who has attended 
the meal or one of the other churches or care 

organizations of the city let them 
know about the meal. 
 
This was a God idea in the first 
place for it to happen and he 
doesn’t want it to stop either.  
Four people who have been 
involved for twenty plus years 
regularly preparing the food, 
serving, cleaning up afterwards a 
few years back went from doing it 
every fortnight to once a month.  A 
new team was set up so this could 
happen.  Then last year they 
decided that it would be their last 
year.  These young folk of almost 
80 or just a bit more J thought it 
was time to retire.  Praise God for 
the strength, good health, and his 
abundant grace that he has 
blessed them with to serve him in 
this ministry for so long.  Plus, the 
gift of hospitality and wonderful 
cooking skills – this is cooking for 
50 – 80 people – you never know 
how many are likely to turn up. 
Just by the way – no one has ever 
missed out. 
 
So another team was required and 
in the last couple of years St 
Luke’s has been blessed with 
some new members joining.  You 
got it – people who can cook for 
large numbers, people with a 
heart for the lost, hurting, lonely.   
We serve an amazing God who 
does indeed provide – food, 
people, love, grace.  His Holy Spirit 
is very much at work in the midst 
of all this – to him be the GLORY! 
 
 

GIVE THANKS, WITH A 
GRATEFUL HEART… 
Marg Gust 

 
We thank God for the talents He 
gave Buster and Joan Kells that 
they so generously used/shared in 
service to the Lutheran Church of 

The retired members of the Share & Care team Shirley Rohde, Joyce Murphy, Hazel and 
Len Argyle (Joyce still helps out but was part of this team) 

Buster (centre) and Joan 
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NZ through the LLL. 
 
…from an exit interview : 
Buster first became interested and involved in serving 
the Palmerston church as Treasurer in the 50’s, with 
encouragement from Bill Meyers. He gave investment 
advice to LLL from its early days and as Chairperson Of 
FAC was involved with Council of Synod. When Pastor 
Steen was LCNZ President, he encouraged Buster to 
become a Director in LLL. Seeing churches being 
established and built in Palmerston North, Marton, 
Auckland, Hamilton and Rotorua with LLL loans was a 
real highlight for Buster, together with the challenge of 
finding sufficient funds in this period of rapid 
development!  
 
Over the years he has met and worked with a 
wonderful group of people – in Directors’ meetings and 
with people in congregations as an LLL Presenter : it is 
the people he and Joan will miss the most. As for the 
future – Buster sees the LLL will continue to evolve to 

best meet the needs of the church. He thinks the 
branch structure may change to a central electronic 
system with the possibility of LLL NZ following the LLL 
Australia in managing the day to day finances of the 
church. 
 
At a lunch at St Lukes 26 May, which included past LLL 
personalities David Hanna, Hartmut and Waltraut 
Scharnke and Barbara Wishnowsky, current Dirsctors 
and AGM delegates, Chairperson Ahi Allen thanked 
Buster for his sterling efforts in service to the church 
through LLL work and gave thanks for his ongoing 
investment advice. He was presented with a generous 
donation towards the Alan Heppner Memorial Fund. 
Joan was presented with a lovely bouquet and thanked 
for her yummy lunches at many Board meetings in 
Palmerston and support of Buster in his work.  
 
All the good things we have come from you Lord : 
Buster and Joan, this means you.   
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CHURCH IN MISSION 
Pr. Phil Husband 
 
So often when we think of the word mission in a 
church setting we can easily start to look at places and 
people far away. 
 
I am presently in the experiencing a week at the 
Lutheran Seminary in Adelaide with a group of Specific 
Ministry Pastors (SMP) and have just been to a lecture 
given by Dr Rennner about the history of the Lutheran 
Church in Australia and the struggles that it went 
through to be united as one body.   
These pastors were missionaries involved in mission. 
The issues they faced were not dissimilar to the issues 
we face today. They were dealing with people with 
strong personalities, different ideas and theologies and 
the desire to knit this diversity together.  
Through it all and with the grace of God they were able 
to achieve their goal of a united church. 
 
At the Harrison Street Community Church in 
Whanganui we also are involved in mission.  We think 
of mission and often it is easy to think of other places 
and people. It is easy to 
look at our church 
notice boards and focus 
on places and people 
far away. But mission is 
often much closer than 
we think.  Our mission 
field is not a vast area 
in fact it is only 4 
streets encompassing 
one full block of houses 
and a school. Mission 
can be on our own 
doorstep and in the 
kitchen and lounge and 
in the shed. 
 
Our women’s coffee 
morning is a very 
important mission field for us and our missionaries are 
not people with a desire to reach people in other 
countries, but a dedicated group of friends who want 
to build relationships with the people around them and 
then introduce these people into a relationship with 
Jesus. 
Our shed men are not theologians preaching from the 
rooftops but they are a quiet group of guys who meet 
and discuss issues important to men and families, men 
with a genuine interest in bringing men to recognise 
Christ in their lives. As we go about our daily business 
in the offices and classrooms and workshops and farms 
we are involved in mission.  
 
We are meeting people every day and we are 
interacting with them. The way we interact with them 

and what we say to them has an effect on them all. 
What we do and how we react reflects who we are as 
people.  How we rise to the daily challenges that are 
put before us reflects who we are.  We are faced daily 
with the pressures of deadlines, unexpected 
challenges; difficult decisions made by difficult people 
that affect us greatly and in some cases can be life 
changing. 
We have simple statement that is our slogan. 
Connecting all people with our awesome God.  
I often use it as my own mission statement. 
To use the words of our slogan as a base let me share 
with you some ideas. 
To connect things together you need to have at least 
two separate parts and to join them together you have 
to have a connection point on both sides and also 
something to hold the parts together. You also need to 
get close together. It is our churches desire to connect 
with the people in our neighbourhood. This has not 
been an easy task; we have had to look at ourselves 
and the things that separate us from the 
neighbourhood. 
 
We have strong connection points in our 

neighbourhood. We 
have a recognisable 
church building that is 
strong and has been in 
the neighbourhood a 
long time. We have a 
desire to meet the 
people in our 
neighbourhood where 
they are with no 
preconceptions or 
judgements.  
We are finding out 
every day the 
connection points of the 
neighbourhood. We 
have been to the school, 
we have met the people, 
we have feed some of 

them and we have prayed for them every Sunday that 
we have met at the church. 
We have the connection point which is the forgiveness 
of all that Jesus gave us in his crucifixion and 
resurrection. 
With the help our saviour and a clear plan of what God 
wants for us we are able to reach out into the 
community and welcome the visitors we met and the 
people on the street. 
We continue to pray, and we also continue to look for 
the opportunities that God gives us to minister and 
learn from the people that he sends us and we meet. 
We are missionaries and we are in mission in our 
neighbourhood and we have the confidence to know 
that Jesus is with us as he stated in the last verse of 
Matthew28 v19; 



MISSION 

 

 9 The Olive Tree, July 2012 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you and surely I am 
with you always to the very end of the age. 
 
 

MISSION AT BEACON OUTREACH 
Jinny Andersen, Beacon Team  
 
The Beacon Outreach on Summerhill is enthusiastically 
supported by a dedicated group of people seeking to 
do God’s Will and taking the Good News of God’s love 
to an area of town where there has been no obvious 
outreach in the community in the past. 
 
After establishing a daytime Bible study in the home of 
Dennis and Sharolyn Mollett, the Lord showed us that 
we were to move our study through the doors that He 
had opened at the Summerset Retirement Village. Take 
the Word to the people He seemed to be saying. The 
foundations had been laid with prayer and 
thanksgiving and it was the right time to move. 
 
The Beacon Team had already established a 
relationship with the village through a monthly 
worship service as well as an afternoon mid-week 
service for people who are not so independent and 
need more care. Advertisements for the weekly Bible 
study were included in the newsletter at the Village 
and on the monthly programme of activities. 
 
At first there were four of us from the Beacon Group 
who attended the study at the Village and up to four 
people from the Village. The study was held in the 
Recreation Centre where the library is also housed 
along with the hair salon. Where the Lord is at work 
we can expect opposition just as there was during the 
ministry of Jesus in Palestine. 
Opposition reared its head at the Village. At the time 
we were watching DVDs of Israel with lessons and 
discussion. It transpired that some people did not feel 
as though they could use the library while we were 
there between 10 am and 11.30 am. The Manager met 
with us and although he was supportive of us being 
there he also had to listen to the complaints. He said 
that if the number of residents attending the study 
were between 6-7he would be happy for us to continue 
meeting in the Rec Centre. Also there was concern 
that there were more of us from the community than 
residents at times. The suggestion was that we hold the 
study in one of the resident’s homes. 
We shared these concerns with the group. We prayed 
about the situation and for the people who were not 
happy with us. God seemed to be saying to stay put at 
the Rec Centre – stand firm - put a stake in the ground 
and pray for more people to attend. We believed that 
The Lord had established this ministry and we should 
stand in faith. He was going before us. (We had seen on 

the DVDs where the ancient people of God had created 
stone pillars as evidence of God being with them so this 
gave everyone courage to do the same.) 
 
One of the group said he would write a notice inviting 
people to come, stating the time of the study and that 
people were still welcome to use the library. The notice 
was attached to the door each time we met. It was 
encouraging for the Beacon Team to have the residents 
owning the ministry. The Lord spoke to two of our 
Team and led them to other ministries so that there 
were only two from the Team attending. 
 Another decision was to move the study to the 
opposite end of the Rec Centre so that we would not be 
near the library if people wished to use it during the 
time we were there. 
 
At the monthly worship service we promoted the Bible 
Study and encouraged individuals to come along. We 
began studying the Psalms and continued to pray. Soon 
we had 7 regulars attending. This was cause for 
celebration as we were told we could stay on in the Rec 
Centre if we had 6 or 7 coming each week. Praise the 
Lord. 
 
No one has complained about us continuing in the Rec 
Centre however the resistance is still there. As a result 
of a survey within the Village our Thursday morning 
study has disappeared off the monthly programme. 
The latest mumbling is that NO more church services 
or Bible study groups are welcome. 
 
We continue to love and pray for those who are blind 
to God’s love that they may come to know him in a 
special way through our Beacon Team and the 
ministries we are involved in on Summerhill. We 
continue to be open and friendly to everyone who 
comes into the Centre and also the people visiting the 
hairdresser. In this way we are getting to know the 
other residents and building trust. 
 
At the request of the residents in our group we are 
now studying Ephesians and we’ve agreed to pray 
Ephesians 1: 17-20 for each other “..asking the God of 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the glorious Father, to give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation so that you will know him 
better. I pray also that you will have greater 
understanding in your heart so you will know the hope 
to which he has called us and that you will know how 
rich and glorious are the blessings God has promised 
his holy people. And you will know that God’s power is 
very great for us who believe. That power is the same 
as the great strength God used to raise Christ from the 
dead and put him at his right side in the heavenly 
world.” 
We give thanks to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
for what he is doing among us.   
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DEVOTIONAL 

Cardboard Lutherans might be the answer? 
 
“A cardboard cathedral – how preposterous; what will those crazy Christians think of next!”  
This is one typical negative community reaction to the left-field, creative solution to the 
shortage of meeting places for worship and church life in post-earthquakes Christchurch. 
Others have expressed delight when praising church leaders for their cutting-edge, innovative 
thinking in advocating this way forward for ecclesiastical enterprise in the great Canterbury 
rebuild.  Sometimes, matters of great importance require input of new ideas from beyond the 
predictability and experience-constraints of the squares among us (i.e. thinking outside the 
squares!). 
 
And so I am proposing a similar “clean green” solution to the inverse problem experienced by 
most congregations of the LCNZ – namely, having plenty of building-space but too few 
worshippers and members.  I think we could all use a supply “cardboard church-goers” [see 
DIY-template, above] to fill the voids in our churches and provide a semblance of the “good old 
days”, when being Lutheran meant regular, weekly participation in the Kingdom-life of the 
local congregations – and rooms were often filled.    But we live in different and difficult times, 
when church and discipleship and Jesus hold far less appeal for many – including those with 
Christian backgrounds.  Unfortunately, familiarity does often breed contempt!  
 
Of course, I am joking about the “cardboard church-goers” – although they would be surely 
less costly than the vast expenditure of time, money and energy often given to vainly enticing 
disinterested and disgruntled former members back! 
Jesus (as he so often does) presents to us another way, according to Luke 14:23: “So the master 
said to the servant, ‘Go out to the country roads and lanes and make people come in, so that my 
house will be full.’”  He directs us to pursue as a priority, the people who exist beyond our 
familiar and comfortable orbits and routines, so that they too might enjoy all the blessings and 
benefits our LORD God has for us, his loved children.   In them and us, together, God’s house 
will be filled – on earth and in heaven.  Amen!    
 
Pastor David Lipsys 
St.Paul’s, Christchurch  
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 Give thanks for the gifts God has given Pastor’s Mark, John, Chris, Chairperson Judy Calder and COS 
members Gerhard Hoppe, Wayne Drogemuller, David Preston, Roxanne Bahke, Dennis Mollet, Katharina 
Borzsik, Simon Lieschke (LSM rep) and ask his guidance and strength for our leaders.  Also for his mercy 
and grace in their time of need.  

 Prayer of blessing on Katharina and her husband Daniel as they prepare to relocate to Dubai   … a prayer of 
thanks for their contribution to ministry in Hamilton, COS, and the LCNZ. 

 Praise God for his faithfulness in blessing us with pastors to shepherd his flock and grateful thanks for 
answering prayer for Mountainside with Pr Joe Kummerow  accepting the call. 

 Continue to pray for a shepherd for St Paul’s, Wellington and God’s strength, guidance and peace as the 
members of St Paul’s wait. 

 Thanks God for his Word and Holy Spirit.  Ask God to give us courage and gentleness to speak his word in 
season and out of season. 

 Please remember in your prayers those who are unwell, lonely, mourning, struggling with job loss. 

 Please remember in your prayers the  various congregational/parish needs/challenges/opportunities – 

 Manawatu and Marton-Halcombe as they explore working together in regional ministry 
 St Pauls Chch are doing Alpha with Vision Church (Apostolic – St.Albans)  
 St Pauls Wellington doing Alpha 

 North Shore – as they discern God’s call on them with regard to intentional ministry on the North Shore 

 Upper Moutere – as they connect with and reach out to community/school families with the love of Jesus 

 Give thanks for all the hard work and perseverance students have committed to and rejoice in their 
graduation.  Ask the Lord to open doors for employment opportunities. 

 Pray for our Prime Minister and government and local government leaders. 

 Thank God for all aid agencies including LWS and ask his hand of favour on the work they do. 

contribute prayer points:  mollets@xtra.co.nz 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 



LCNZ UPDATES 
Do you want to stay informed of the wider LCNZ more often than this publication? 

President Mark Whitfield sends out regular email updates with news and prayer 

points about happenings from around the LCNZ. If you would like to subscribe 

please send an email to itofficer@lca.org.au and ask to subscribe to the "LCNZ 

Update" list. 

LLL NEWS FROM OUR MAY MEETING 
 

 The rate of interest for Apex and E accounts remains at 5% 
 Our Risk Management manual has agin been complied with 
 We had a lovely farewell lunch for Buster and Joan Kells following the AGM 
 LLL Directors were all re-elected 
 Grants were approved to; 

 Botany – reaching out to young people through music 
 Mountainside/Botany – transport to Youth camp in Foxton 
 Upper Moutere – musical instruments and a drum kit 


