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Christchurch 
10 May 2011 
 
Dear Lutheran Friends, 
 
On behalf of St Paul’s, Christchurch, I would like to thank 
you all for your thoughts and prayers for us and the people 
of this city and of Canterbury.  While people in Canterbury 
are supporting each other during these difficult times it is 
also good to know that there are people in other parts of the 
world offering spiritual support.  Knowing this makes us feel 
that we are not alone in this disaster.  As a Christian we 
know that even if we have to face severe hardships 
ourselves we are not alone for God has promised that he will 
be with us always. 
 
I would also like to thank, on behalf of St Paul’s, the 
Australian Lutheran Layman’s League, and the churches of 
the LCA and LCNZ for their very generous financial support.  
From the Australian LLL we received NZ$66,763 and from 
the churches of the LCA NZ$28,078.  From the churches 
in New Zealand $3480 has been deposited into the 
Lutheran Church Christchurch Earthquake Relief Fund.  
Along with some other contributions the amount in 
the Fund was $98,690. 
 
As I write this letter I am aware that 
Christchurch has 
experienced further 

quakes this morning.  
At 3 am there was a 
5.3 quake near 
Rolleston, about 20 
kilometres from the 
c e n t r e  o f 
Christchurch, followed 
by a 4.1 quake at 9 am in the same area.  
This latest quake is recorded on a 
website that I visit as the 5505th quake since the 4 
September 2010 quake.  There have been no reported 
injuries. 
 
In “The Word for Today” the devotion for 22 February 2011 
was based on Ephesians 3:20.  The last part of that 

devotional says “Remember, ‘Faith is being sure of what…we 
do not ‘see’ (Hebrews 11:1).  So even when you can’t ‘see’ it, 
trust God to work on your behalf, to arrange for you to be in 
the right place at the right time, and for others to go out of 

their way to help you - and watch God work” 
 

On that day, the 22nd, I did not realise that 
there may be a special message for me in 

those words.  On the Friday and Saturday 
of that week the Gateway Trust and 

Council of Synod met in Wellington.  I 
had already booked my flights to 

Wellington a long time 
ago and decided not to 
cancel but attend the 
meetings as a Trustee 

and as a visitor.   
 

At the CoS meeting the 
President of the LCNZ, Pastor 

Robert Erickson, announced 
that the Australian LLL was 

sending AUD$50,000 to the LCNZ 
to help St Paul’s in Christchurch.  At 

that meeting I was appointed as the 
Christchurch administrator of the 
Lutheran Church Christchurch Earthquake 

Relief Fund.  The other administrators 

are the President and the LCNZ 
Treasurer Wayne Drogemuller.  Very early on we 

decided that each family of St Paul’s would be given 
$300 and those people displaced from their homes 

$3000.We were guided by the Victorian Bush Fire 
guidelines.  Tracing our church members has been a bit of 

a challenge especially those who have had to leave their 
homes.  The internet and contacts who use Facebook have 
been of help.  To date $23,400 has been paid to St Paul’s 
members. 
 
Our church building suffered no major structural damage 
and we were able to share our facilities with two other 
churches in our community as well as a kindergarten.  There 
is some non-structural damage which will be remedied 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place Committee has established a 
confidential service for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment 
by church employees. Trained advisers are available to help.  

FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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The Bishop Monrad Bicentenary  
Birthday Party 

 
This is a warm invitation to you, to your family, to 

your friends and to your colleagues. 
 
As you may know, Thursday the 24th of November is the 
bicentenary of the birth of Bishop Ditlev Gothard Monrad.  
The programme of events to celebrate his birthday and his life 
are on our website: www.monrad.org.nz We sincerely invite 
you to join us. 
 
Please check out the website and enrol with us to celebrate 
the life of this great man.  There is a box with which to register 
on our database so that we may keep you up to date. 
 
Ian Macfarlane, 7 Woodford Way, Crofton Downs, Wellington 
6035, New Zealand. 
Personal email: viking@wise.net.nz  Telephone: (04) 4791840 
Project email: bishopmonrad200@monrad.org.nz   
Website: www.monrad.org.nz 
 

New Zealand is the richer for his time spent here and for his 
priceless gift to our nation. 

The theme for the next Olive Tree is "Walking 

together". 

 

Copy deadline August 15th  

 

Acts 2:44-47 "All the believers were together and 

they had everything in common...and the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were 

being saved". 

Next issue deadline... 
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when the insurance company gets around to it.  As payouts 
from insurance companies are going to take a long time it 
was decided to give St Paul’s $10,000 to enable the church to 
continue operating and replace any damaged equipment 
even though this was insured. 
 
Christ demands that we are good stewards of our time and 
talents and this includes money that is entrusted to us.  As 
the earthquake recovery is going to take several years to be 
completed and people do not know what their future 
financial needs may be Wayne and I decided that of the 
remaining money in the Fund $54,000 is to be invested in 
the New Zealand LLL with the proviso that any if it can be 
withdrawn at any stage. 
 
Where will all this 
money go?  The only 
answer I can give at 
this stage is that it will 
be used to help our 
church members to 
alleviate some of the 
financial burdens that 
have been placed on 
them as the result of 
the earthquakes.  It 
may for example pay 
f o r  r e n t a l 
accommodation not 
covered by insurance 
while their house is 
being repaired.  It may 
be that the insurance 
money does not cover 
the full cost of items 
or equipment that was damaged.  Money could be made 
available to cover the short fall.  It is early days. 
 
Everyone who has experienced the quakes in Christchurch 
has his/her own stories to tell.  Let me tell you some of my 
feelings, thoughts and experiences that have been part of my 
life in Christchurch during these uncertain times. 
 
Pastor Robert, my wife and I went to the memorial service 
held in Hagley Park.  It was a very moving and emotional 
event.  I found it very difficult to comprehend the 
destruction of the CBD as shown on the screens that day.  At 
the time of writing this letter there is still a tight cordon 
around large parts of the CBD.  Recently I had to take a violin 
bow to a violin shop in the CBD and I had to negotiate my 
way around various cordons to get there.  On my way home I 
stood by the Bridge of Remembrance to look down Cashel 
Mall.  The amount of rubble lying in the Mall was the same 
amount that I had seen of TV two months earlier.  Nothing 
seems to be happening.  I suspect that by the time we are 
allowed into the centre of the city we will see large areas of 
wasteland.  We will be left to wonder why a particular 
building is gone without seeing that it was beyond repair. 
 
I felt disappointed that the eastern side of the city most 
affected by the quakes was left to fend for itself while other 
areas in the western side were visited by Civil Defence staff 
shortly after the February quake to see whether we were OK. 
 
I know of one person who lost his life trying to salvage the 
organ from the Methodist Church in Durham Street.  

Apparently they were removing the last pieces of the organ. 
 
I hear about children sleeping in their parent’s bed because 
the quakes have traumatised them. 
 
I know people who were trapped in a high-rise building 
because the stairs had collapsed and they had to wait to be 
rescued by crane.  Some of them will never work in a high-
rise again. 
 
As I look around I see many houses with damaged chimneys.  
I fear for those families who rely on this form of heating for 
this winter.  I know heat pumps are being installed but I 
wonder if the extra electricity demand will produce power 
cuts. 

 
I know of families who 
have had to shovel the 
grey silt forced up 
from underground 
during the quakes and 
dump it on the road 
side for later 
collection. 
 
Every time I hear a 
noise I wonder 
whether it is from a 
truck or car, an 
aeroplane landing (I 
am not to far away 
from the airport) or 
whether it is a 
forewa rning  o f 
another quake. 

 
I know people who are in rented accommodation as they 
cannot live in their own house because of the damage to 
their house or damage to the water and sewer pipes. 
 
In the September and February quakes several of us in our 
street made sure that our neighbours were OK.  Our street 
has a Neighbourhood Watch group. 
 
At home I have a mobile phone which is also an answer 
phone and an ordinary phone that plugs direct into a 
telephone jack.  I also have a cell phone. Within minutes of 
the February quake there was no power so the mobile phone 
was useless.  The cell sites were overloaded and thus my cell 
phone was useful only for texting.  However as the telephone 
lines were still working I was able to communicate with the 
outside world using that old fashioned phone.  I have 
recommended to my friends to get one for emergency use.  
My son in Sydney was able to relay to me the destruction 
that he saw on TV that was beamed live from Christchurch.  
The early transmissions were not edited to block out the 
horrors as they unfolded.  I had to rely on a transistor radio 
to get any information.   
 
Please continue to pray for us as we the members of St Paul’s 
and the people of Christchurch walk the long and difficult 
road to recovery.  Also pray for the civic leaders that they 
take a firm lead in the recovery process and not sit around 
pondering on what to do next. 
 
Yours in Christ, Peter Hentschel     
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KOGUDUS UPDATE 
Simon Lieschke 
 

The Kogudus retreat Being Led by the Spirit held at 
Ngaruawhia at the of March proved to be a new 
experience for me. Stepping up to be Retreat Leader 
was a big step out of my comfort zone and I wasn't 
entirely sure what to expect. The Lord however 
provided at each and every step of the way. The 
constant rain of the weekend failed to dampen spirits 
(and even didn't prevent two younger ones from 
managing to do some archery during free time on 
Saturday!). During small group times Pastor Milton 
Fristch, Daniel Borszik, Sharon Kruger and myself 
spent time in prayer for the groups and it was a 
blessing and encouragement to see the results of some 
of it duing the weekend! The Spirit was indeed leading 
each and every one of us over the course of the 
weekend! 
 
A big thank you to all of those on the team that helped 
out with the organisation, leadership, and cooking. 
Also thank you to all those who provided prayer 
support for all those attending leading into, during 
and following the weekend. And finally thanks and 
praise to God, in whom all things are possible. 

FAREWELL TO THE GEORGE FAMILY 
 

On Palm Sunday, 17th April we officially farewelled 
Wayne, Samantha & Liam George. They have been 
with us for almost 2 years and have been a 
tremendous blessing to us over this time. We wish 
you all the best for your studies at the Australian 
Lutheran College in Adelaide, Wayne. May God 
continue to watch over and bless you all. 

WELCOME MING AND IRENE 
 
Botany Lutheran Church has a new leader. Tat Ming 
Tsui has been selected as a vicar for the Chinese 
congregation in Botany. After one year of work, and 
following a theological interview, Tat (also called 
Ming) can be ordained as a pastor of our LCNZ. Both 
he and his wife Irene are trained counsellors. Tat has 
a BA Theol, and PostGrad Dip in Practical Theology/
Pastoral Care from the University of Auckland. He has 
experience as a lay liturgist and Preacher in the 
Anglican Church. Because of the immediate need of 
the congregation he was licensed for Word and 
Sacrament ministry on May 22nd under the 
supervision of the President. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ:  
 
This will likely be my last article in The Olive Tree and in it I want to 
again thank you for the kindness that you have shown to my wife Betsy 
and I while we travelled with you these years in New Zealand. I came 
here as an interim pastor serving in the Marton and Upper Moutere 
parishes, and then was elected in 2007 to a special two-year term as 
President. Two years ago I was re-elected for a four-year term. Sadly, as I 
have explained before, I think it best to step down now after our June 
Synod. If it were not for my wife’s health issues I would likely have 
continued and finished the term. We hope she will be in peak health 
again soon. I am not going to try to be my own biographer, yet I hope 
your memory of my time here will be of someone who was skilled in 
transitional ministry and applied those skills in the office of President.   
 
Changes, Challenges, Choices: yes there were many. We have indeed had 
many changes and I pray our choices will turn out to be very positive 
ones for our LCNZ as it looks to present ministry and to the future. The 
move of our National Office from Palmerston North to Wellington was 
not an easy task and I am appreciative of all who worked and planned for 
it to happen. As I begin the process of ending my time as President I will 
resist the temptation of trying to cast a vision for your future. That will be 
left to you and your next President/Mission director. I am sure it will be 
will be a positive vision and one which reflects the planning that we have 
already done. It has been almost a year since our big planning Summit in 
Auckland and the initiatives from that are still being put into place.   
 
As you might remember these last few years we had several pastoral 
vacancies. This was a concern, but also a challenge to look at the shape of 
ministry here in New Zealand. Regional Ministry was a concept that is 
finding its way into reality. The retirement of Pastor David Chiang from 
the new Botany Lutheran Congregation last Easter was something that 
loomed as an important position to fill. After much searching overseas for 
a trained Lutheran Pastor, we have gone another direction. Botany will 
be having a vicar for a year, and after that he will be examined for 
ordination. (see photo and information on Ming and Irene Tsui).  
 
I will have a detailed report for Synod this June 18-19, but to the Kiwi 
readers of The Olive Tree let me say that I have considered this a time of 
great blessing to be your President. The Lord sanctify you and keep you 
now and forever. 
 
President Robert Erickson 
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AN INTERIM JOURNEY 
Norm and Kay Bergen and Clive Kingsley-Smith   

 
St Matthew Lutheran church in Hamilton and churches 
in our region have been blessed by two visits by 
interim Pastor Norm and Kay Bergen. Pastor Norm has 
strong links with his home town of Marton and 
throughout New Zealand. Clive had the pleasure of 
joining them in their Pastoral visit to Whakatane and 
Kawerau on March 12th and 13th.  
 
On Saturday we visited church members, including 
Elsie Walker, a stalwart member of the Whakatane 
congregation, supported by family members for many 
years. Elsie told us that she was a Presbyterian in 
Whakatane until 1965 but had a desire to experience 

life in other churches. She visited several including the 
newly established Lutheran church there. At the first 
service attended she felt the comfort of warm arms 
around her, knew that this would become her future 
faith home and became a devout Lutheran church 
member. Clive recalls happy times when members 
from Hamilton, Whakatane, Tauranga and Kawerau 
shared weekend picnics and camps. Elsie was a great 
organizer, worker and supporter who shared those 
happy times in the parish and in every aspect of life in 
the Whakatane Lutheran congregation. Inspirationally, 
now in her eighties, Elsie remains committed and 
involved, despite some mobility limitations. Many 
Lutheran groups are blessed to have unsung heroes/
heroines like Elsie, who is truly special. 

 
Clive confirmed that he was a young Presbyterian in 
that church when Elsie was there. A devout and 
innovative Lutheran church member then was Hilmar 
Moen from Norway. He inspired a Rotary Exchange 
Scheme that Clive experienced in 1961. He worked on a 
Norwegian freighter and met his wife Olaug who was 
working there too. Close relations with Norwegians 
means a Lutheran link that he has enjoyed with the 
church ever since.  
 
The Whakatane Lutheran congregation is led by Lay 
Leaders Barry Walker and Tony Houlbrooke, 
supported by families and church members. We 
enjoyed an inspirational service led by Pastor Norm on 
Sunday, then visited church members on our way to 

Kawerau. The church 
i n  K a w e r a u , 
supported by Lay 
Leader Eric Rhode 
and dedicated 
members, shares 
s e r v i c e s  w i t h 
Methodist church 
members. We had a 
great meal, a warm 
and friendly time 
together followed by 
another inspirational 
service. 
 
What an uplifting trip 
we had, so warmly 
welcomed and hosted 
by friends. Pastor 
Norm and Kay 
relished the chance 
to spend time with 
folk they had served 
three years ago. 
T h e s e  s m a l l 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s , 
t o g e th e r  w i th 
Tauranga, survive 

through support from the Lutheran Church of New 
Zealand and the dedication of their lay leaders and 
members, led by our Lord. Our visit gave more than 
Christian fellowship with the opportunity to encourage 
and support groups who have been steadfast over 
many months, praying for the arrival of a permanent 
pastor. Our new combined structure (set up under the 
direction of President Rob Erickson, the LCNZ and call 
committee) has culminated in the successful call to 
Pastor John Davison who will be inducted at St. 
Matthew Hamilton, on June 5th. The spirit of connection 
and friendship encountered speaks for the future of 
congregations in our co-operating parish, as our Lord 
leads us together in his presence. 
Praise the Lord.    
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HOW CAN A LOVING GOD ALLOW PEOPLE TO 
SUFFER? 
Brent Samsom 

 
This is an often asked question after tragic events have 
occurred. No matter whether you dismiss a tragic 
event as an act of nature of if you consider it an act of 
God – the question remains, “how can a loving God 
allow it to happen”? Or in other words, “why wouldn’t 
a love God intervene and prevent it from happening”? 
It is certainly interesting that we seldom hear any 
questions about what Satan’s 
role may have been in a given 
tragic event. It is amazing how 
people are prepared to blame 
God rather than Satan. Of course 
an all-powerful God could 
prevent Satan from causing 
havoc and suffering too and 
here lies the assumption that 
many people consider all 
suffering as entirely negative, 
along with the notion that God 
never prevents things. There 
appears to be an oversight of 
many of the good things that 
can, and often do result from 
and through, suffering. 
 
In the normal course of events, 
most people go about their own 
interests and pursuits, heeding 
very little about others, and many do this aggressively 
and at the expense and loss of others. However, after 
disasters strike, many rush to the aid of others – often 
with little consideration of themselves and in doing 
this, they are learning to be more aware and 
compassionate of others. Those who do this reveal that 
they really do know what is right and what is wrong, 
even if they have forgotten to live that way day by day. 
They can even become angry with those who refuse to 
take heed of these basic morals regarding mercy and 
justice. In our day to day lives we all can so quickly 
forget such things. Complacency can set in, alongside 
our selfish pursuits, and we can grow unaware of 
ourselves as well as our communities. 
 
The reality is that we live in this fallen and sinful state, 
but God is not satisfied with leaving us blind in it. 
Unaware we may perceive no great danger but God is 
well aware of our blindness to it. God can use Satan, 
who loves to bring about suffering, and God allows that 
suffering for a number of reasons. Whereas Satan may 
intend these things for evil, God always intends them 
for good. This may seem hard, and it is, but God is not 
only hard, He is also gentle and kind. While we only 
deserve His punishment even so, He extends to us his 
forgiveness because He is not willing that any will 
perish but that all might come to salvation. God does 

not punish us according to our sinful deeds, if He did, 
then not one of us would ever have any hope. He is 
compassionate and caring and the fact that He is 
prepared to bring hardship is evidence that He does 
care. If He didn’t care, He would not bother stirring us 
to correct us and to turn us around, but would rather 
simply lead us to eternal destruction. God cares and He 
loves us, and in that, He teaches and corrects us even to 
the point of harshness. 
 
Though we experience suffering in this fallen world, it 
is not so much a punishment, but an opportunity to sit 

up, take notice and ask the questions so that we may 
learn about our own lives and about our world. Easter 
is one such opportunity for people to consider how 
God has taken evil things and intended them for good. 
The Easter festival itself is one example of this. What 
was once a pagan festival, Easter is now a festival to 
remember the good things God has done in light of our 
blind and sinful selves. This is typical of the many ways 
that God has turned things around through the death 
of His Son Jesus. While Satan intended the death of 
Jesus, so that the world would face hopeless 
condemnation, God intended through Jesus’ death, to 
show that death itself has no power because Jesus 
defeated it; so that those who believe would face 
reconciliation and forgiveness. 
 
The truth is we have choices as to how we react to 
suffering and pain, both in our own lives and in our 
world. Do you want to avoid all suffering and learn 
nothing from it, only to remain unaware and 
complacent? Do you love to hold onto suffering and 
pain and even cause it? Or do you prefer to be stirred 
through suffering and grow through it? God transforms 
lives through the suffering of Jesus. He exchanges our 
ashes for His beauty and our suffering for His 
triumphant joy. Visit one of our churches today to 
learn more about how Jesus is doing this.   




