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W hen Lee and I first got married, 
we thought everything would 

just turn out all right because after all 
we had been managing to live our 
separate lives on our separate incomes 
and surely sharing the rent of a smaller 
house and sharing other costs would 
make things easier not harder. But how 
we were wrong… It was not long into 
our marriage that several bills came at 
once and we worked out that I could no 
longer catch the bus so we were paying 
to put 2 cars on the 
road nearly every 
day, not just one.  
 
Being a Christian my 
whole life and having 
lived with the 
example of my 
parents, I decided the 
right thing to do 
would be to pray. So I 
prayed: Dear Lord, 
please provide for 
Lee and I. 
 
Not a complicated 
p r a y e r ,  n o t 
sophisticated, not 
very specific…  
In hindsight, I should have said “Please 
Lord, let us win the lottery without 
having to buy a ticket” or “Please God 
can you give us money without us 
having to work for it?” although we all 
know those prayers probably would 
have been answered with a NO.  
 
So what did God do? As he promises in 
Matthew 6:25-31, he provided for us. 
He clothes the lilies of the field and 
feeds the birds, and indeed he did 
clothe and feed Lee and I.  
Unfortunately (although now that I 
look back on it, sometimes I feel it was 

also fortunate) the provision came in 
the embodiment of a job for me. I was a 
full time University student, studying 
to become a social worker (that means 
I was busy about 10 hours a week!) 
and God handed me a job at Lutheran 
Community Care, working with their 
youth program. I did not even have to 
apply. I went to an interview asking 
them to take me on as a student 
placement and in return they offered 
me a job. I had to do the work for my 

placement anyway and God said, how 
about you get paid at the same time.  
You wouldn’t think so, but I still felt I 
had to think about it! But the wisdom 
and sensibility of my mother won and 
she said, you asked God to provide and 
here he is doing it. You better take him 
up on it. 
 
What a life lesson I have learned 
through this experience. Prayer really 
does work; although if you want 
something with conditions attached 
you really should talk them through 
with God early on in the piece or you 

might end us doing something 
unexpected, like I did! Although I 
wanted God to provide for us, I didn’t 
really want to have to work for the 
money. Despite this, through my job I 
found that God gave me many more 
opportunities to continue to include 
him in my life: I often prayed 
continually while serving the troubled 
young people in our program (mostly 
because I was so scared of them!). And 
God continued to provide for me, and 

for Lee. He protected 
me in many 
situations as I helped 
young people that 
were considered 
o u t c a s t s  a n d 
u n w o r t h y  o f 
assistance by most of 
the community, and 
he provided an 
income for us 
constantly through 
our first year of 
marriage and then 5 
years of Lee at 
Seminary.  
Until I gave birth to 
Owen, I did not spend 
one day unemployed, 

although I changed jobs multiple times, 
and once Owen was born, although we 
had a very limited income, God blessed 
us through the generosity of others and 
making the money stretch somehow. 
God knows exactly what we need.  
 
“So don't worry about having enough 
food or drink or clothing. Why be like 
the pagans who are so deeply concerned 
about these things? Your heavenly 
Father already knows all your needs, 
and he will give you all you need from 
day to day if you live for him and make 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s Will for you  
in Christ Jesus”.  I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place Committee has established a 
confidential service for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment 
by church employees. Trained advisers are available to help.  

FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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the Kingdom of God your primary concern.”Matt 6:31-33. 
He is a good father, and his will for us is to be thankful in all 
circumstances – whether he gives you a job to earn money 
when you don’t want one, or he gives you money without 
working for it (as he did while we were at Sem). We learnt 
to thank God always, for he knows all our needs before we 
ask and is faithful to us in every circumstance.    
 
by Anna Kroehn 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Laughers and Dancers 
 Whose entrancing dance proved fatal 

for John the Baptist? 

 Who held a feast with dancing when his 
son returned? 

 Who laughed at Nehemiah’s plans to 
rebuild Jerusalem? 

 Who danced with all his might when 
the ark of the covenant was brought to 
Jerusalem? 

 Who laughed when she heard she 
would bear a son in her old age? 

 Who was snickered at for claiming that 
a dead girl was only asleep? 

ANSWERS ON PAGE 12 
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THE SQUEAKY BELL - HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
HARRISON STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
WANGANUI 
Margreet Stolk-Renkema 
 
During the April school holidays we offered a holiday 
programme for the neighbourhood children. All kids aged 5 
– 12 were invited to join in. Sharolyn and Dennis Mollet from 
Palmerston North had offered to run the programme. 
Different church members contributed by helping with the 
activities or by popping in with some lovely morning tea. 
 
Every morning our ‘squeaky’ church bell was rung to 
announce the start of the activities. We were very grateful 
with 11 children turning up on the first morning! Sharolyn, 
Dennis and the church volunteers kept the children busy 
with games, songs and art activities. The theme was “Joshua 
and his great big God”. Amongst other things, beautiful 
trumpets were made of paper, cardboard and other creative 
materials. The Jericho walls came tumbling down indeed! 
The children had great fun 
and lots of energy. It was 
wonderful to see how open 
they were for God’s word, 
with one boy in particular 
who brought his Bible along 
the next morning. 
 
We know that the children 
living around our church 
often have to deal with a lot 
of hardships like drugs and 
alcohol use in their family, 
financial struggles and 
limited food. We hope God’s 
love captured these 
children’s hearts and that we 
can get their families 
involved at some stage.  
 
Although we are a small 
congregation (about 15 
people attending services), 
we try to find our way in 
local outreach. Please pray 
that we may find further 
guidance and direction. We 
prayed – and look: Sharolyn 
and Dennis turned up! Thank 
you Sharolyn and Dennis for your involvement and 
encouragement! “May the feet of God walk with us and His 
hand hold us tight” (paraphrase of “A Christmas Blessing”, 
words by Aubrey Podlich and music by Robin Mann).   

 
 
 
EXCITING NEWS!  
Debra Schultz (former Olive Tree Editor) 
 
I just want to share some exciting news with you all. I have 
been accepted into the 2010 programme at the Bethel 
School of Worship in Redding, California. Classes begin on 16 
June which is just 6 weeks away so it’s all happening very 
quickly. Total costs for the school come to around $5000, for 

flights, tuition fees and living expenses for four weeks. I’m 
confident I can provide half of this but hope you can help me 
raise the other $2500. If you would like to help me out and 
have some fun along the way please consider doing the 
following things: 
  
Come and have “Dinner with Debs”. The Lord has released in 
me a passion for cooking gourmet meals this year. So over 
the next 6 weeks I’ll be hosting dinners at my place at $40 a 
seat, maximum of 6 people per dinner. This will include four 
courses of scrummy, yummy food, some good people to 
fellowship with and I’ll entertain you with a short jazz set 
between the main and dessert. Juice and water will be 
provided (I’m not licensed!) but you are welcome to BYO 
drinks. At this stage, dates available are Saturdays 15th, 22nd 
May and Sunday 30th May and also Saturday 5th June. So 
email me at debra.schultz@vuw.ac.nz or txt or call 021 
620857 or my work number 4636669 to make a booking. 
 

I am putting on a concert on Saturday 29th May at 7.30pm, at 
Avalon Baptist Church, entitled “First & Foremost”. With the 

help of friends and family (including my Mum!!) I’ll share my 
journey of music, so there’ll be something for everyone: 
choral, pop, jazz, rock, (maybe even a little bit of country, but 
don’t tell anyone!) and praise and worship. Bring all your 
friends. There’ll be a $10 door fee for this. Supper will be 
provided. 

Of course you can just make a donation if you’re unable to fit 
these activities into your schedule. 
  
I’m looking forward to following God’s call to California and 
feeding on all the good things he has planned for me there, 
and I also look forward to bringing them back to New 
Zealand and using them for his glory and the extension of his 
kingdom here at home.   

You can't hide from God - part of the group with paper bag masks. Photo by Dennis Mollet 
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TABLE BLESSING BOOK 
Katharina Borszik 
 
Over 70 table graces spoken or as a song to keep your family excited 
about praying before and after a meal. This is a fundraiser for a makeover 
of the church hall of St Matthew Hamilton Lutheran Church.  
 

We have already sold 24 copies! Very exciting and THANK you for 
supporting us. If you want to have a copy or as a gift, please send an email 
to katharina@borszik.de with the number of copies plus your postal 
address. I then will get back to you with payment info. You can purchase 
the books for $10 each, plus postage. 

MAURICEVILLE CHURCH MAKEOVER 
Bruce Farley (husband of Josephine, nee Mortensen) 
 
Our Saint Francis Lutheran Church at Mauriceville West has 
just enjoyed a makeover and once again this 'little church on 
the hill' proudly announces God's glory to all who pass in this 
rural Scandinavian corner of 
New Zealand.  Mauriceville 
(not to be confused with 
Mauriceville West of course!) 
is a rural farming community 
just north of Masterton in the 
Wairarapa that was originally 
settled in the 1870’s by 
families from Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden under a 
government immigration 
scheme principally to attract 
labour to clear a vast 40 mile 
long area of bush north of 
Masterton. 
 
Mauriceville West is nestled in 
a series of valleys a short 
distance west of Mauriceville 
and backing up to Mount 
Bruce, today’s home of the 
Pukaha Mount Bruce Wildlife 
Sanctuary renowned for their 
conservation work with our 
native birdlife. Mauriceville 
West became a principally 
Danish settlement that focused 
their efforts to provide a 
Church, then a school, and then 
a hall.  Their first church was 
erected in 1884; an amazing 
commitment from a 
hardworking poverty stricken 
community showing a clear 
dedication to our Lord in their 
lives. 
 
Sadly this original church building was not enduring and was 
replaced in 1957 with the church we now celebrate our faith 
in today.  Significantly most of the material was donated and 

both demolition and rebuilding completed with voluntary 
labour.  An altar picture of Christ and a child, the altar rails 
and old sacred vessels were incorporated into the new 
structure. 
 
Today, although the Saint Francis congregation is small in 
numbers (10 - 12 regular members faithfully meeting 

monthly – sometimes at the 
church and sometimes in their 
homes), they have proudly 
continued this spirit by 
rejuvenating their church with 
a new coat of paint to the 
exterior and plans to address 
the interior next summer. 
 
Labour and equipment were 
donated by congregational 
members, their families and a 
member of the local Wairarapa 
Scandinavian Club.  Financial 
assistance toward materials 
was also received from the 
Scandinavian Club and the 
local Mauriceville Kopuaranga 
Fair Committee, the latter 
showing a commendable 
commitment to local 
community and historic 
buildings. 
 
Settled on a small hill, 
surrounded by its historic 
gravesites and nestled 
amongst rolling green 
pastures, both locals and 
visitors cannot help but see 
our church in a special light.  It 
can, however, admittedly be a 
harsh environment during 
inclement weather; perhaps a 
fitting reminder of the 

hardships and struggles of our early settlers, and that of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whom we praise. 
*Acknowledgement to the publication ‘Mauriceville West 
Lutheran Church 1884 – 1984’     
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It is 150 years since many of our forebears in the Lutheran Church of New 
Zealand arrived from Australia, having originally come from Europe in the 
1840s and 1850s. 
 
Many walked the Beach Highway between Paekakariki and the Rangitikei River 
(Scott’s Ferry) before establishing their homes and their new church, St 
Martins, in Marton. 
 
They were people of amazing faith and their pilgrimage from Europe via South 
Australia to the Rangitikei helped lay the foundations for the faith of many in 
our church and nation. 
 
I am interested in re-walking part of their pilgrimage walk – the Beach Highway – and I’d love you to join me – especially if 
you have a connection with St Martins in Marton.  Included in our 
pilgrimage walk will be the opportunity to share, discuss, pray, 
sing and celebrate the Faith of our Fathers and Mothers and the 
Grace of God to them and us. 
 
If you’re interested and would like to know more, please contact: 

PASTOR MARK WHITFIELD 
12 King Street, Mt Cook, Wellington 6021 
wellington.lutheran@paradise.net.nz 
(04) 9723705 

contribute prayer points:  mollets@inspire.net.nz 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

LET US GIVE THANKS 
 For the blessings for the recent Kogudus up North 

 To God for Betsy Erickson and Tony Cuttle for their commitment 
and skills to produce The Olive Tree 

 Thanks to God for the growing attendance – mainly young 
Koreans – at our weekly Monday evening Kidz Klub Plus and 
Youth Alpha outreaches (St Paul’s, Christchurch).   

 Thanks to God for our new Congregation Treasurer, Robbie Du – 
as he settles in to this important service (St Paul’s, 
Christchurch). 

 Thanks to God for the prayerful and creative efforts of our 
special Financial Task Force, to lead our congregation to a better 
financial footing (St Paul’s, Christchurch).  

ASKING OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
 For the Summit happening in July at Mountainside. God’s 

guidance to all those who attend, safe travel for all participants 
and a strengthening of his people for the way forward 

 God’s protection of Shannon Hood as he prepares to facilitate 
this event 

 God’s strength, peace and joy for our President, Pastor Rob 
Erickson 

 Encouragement for all the vacancies within the LCNZ at this 
time. 

 For the Holy Spirit’s leading for our VISION & ELDERSHIP TEAM 
(VET), welcoming new member Sue Beaumont (St Paul’s, 
Christchurch). 

 For motivation and much blessing for all our members and 
groups participating in the NZ-wide E100 Bible Reading 
Challenge (St Paul’s, Christchurch). 

GETHESMANE 
GATHERING 
‘…….Watch & pray, ……..’ 

‘Ask, seek, knock’ 
‘Call to me and I will answer you’ 

 
26 June 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner West & King Street Feilding 

10am to 3.30pm 
 

Invitation to  COME  PRAY, share, be encouraged. 
Opportunity for the wider church to gather together.  
Morning tea will be available as you arrive and a time of 
fellowship. Lunch will be provided – Koha welcome. 
 
For catering purposes we’d love to know you are coming. 
Please e mail Sharolyn Mollet:- mollets@inspire.net.nz or 
phone (06) 357 2996  by   24 June.  This day is provided by 
LSM. 
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BOTANY CELEBRATING THE YEAR OF THE TIGER 
AND SHARING THE LOVE OF GOD  
 
February became a very exciting moment for Chinese 
people this year! This is because Chinese New Year visited 
us! It is just as exciting as Santa Claus coming at 
Christmastime! In Chinese culture, Chinese New Year is one 
of the most important and traditional festivals that each of 
us are grateful to celebrate. It emphasizes family reunions 
and making a fresh start.  
 
In order to promote the continuity of our culture and 
celebrate the festival, Botany Lutheran Church had a 
cultural night on 20th February, 2010 and attracted around 
120 people. Brothers and sisters as well as the local 
community were invited to join and share the great 
blessings that God has given us. During that night, we had a 
shared dinner. Each family in our church prepared a dish, 
shared and enjoyed different kinds of cultural food together. 
We then had a few performances on Chinese orchestra and 
Opera. We played games and watched a drama, named “12 
Zodiac X 12 disciples”, performed by the youth fellowship 
(Cephas Fellowship).  Most of all, pastor David played the 
organ and brought us a wonderful message through the 
hymn “I came to thee, Jesus“. 
 
We were surprised and grateful that many of our brothers 
and sisters are very talented and have great potential. Their 

musical talents included singing and playing 
different instruments including Pipa, Yangqin and 
Erhu; and their skills were very impressive! 
Praise the Lord! Thank God for giving each of us a 
unique talent! Thank God for giving us such a 
great time! As a member of the Church and the 
person-in-charge of this event, I deeply 
appreciated the effort and time contributed by 
many in order to make the evening a wonderful 
night of sharing the love of God.  
 
Without our brothers and sisters’ participation, 
this event would not have been successful and I 
believe that we all enjoyed and had a great time!  
Most important, our congregation is now tightly 
united together in God and looking forward to 
new challenges in the coming year – the year of 
tiger!   
 

PHOTOS: (downwards from 2nd) 
 
Organ performance by Pastor David Chiang 

 
Brothers playing Erhu and Pipa 
 
Drama by Cephas fellowship (12 Chinese Zodiac X 12 
Disciples) 
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THE LSM 
  
What is the LSM? LSM stands for Lutheran Support 
Ministries – which basically means we do a bunch of stuff 
that ‘supports’ the Lutheran Church of New Zealand in a 
variety of endeavours. 
   
It is the LSM’s job to oversee the running of various ‘media’ 
functions of the national church – such as the LCNZ website, 
and this very publication that you are reading now!  
The LSM also oversees national church programmes such as 
the Ambassadors for Reconciliation Ministry, and the 
National Youth Camp.  
 
We also run more localised programmes such as the 
Kogodus Fellowship Retreats which occur periodically 
during the year in various places throughout the country. 
Even more locally than that, we also have the ability to run 

church-specifc programmes such as seminars within your 
churches for special ministries you might have, such as 
small-church congregations.  
  
Recently the LSM has undergone a major restructure, where 
the director, Pauline, has been replaced by a committee, 
with members from around the country, and the 
directorship itself has become part of the role of the LCNZ 
president, Rob Erickson.  
 
Yes that’s right it has taken an entire team of people to 
replace the tireless Pauline Simonsen!  
We’re all still finding our feet as the new Committee of the 
LSM, but we are keen to carry on the good work – we have 
already had one successful Kogudus Retreat at Ngaurawahia 
in April, and there is a National Youth Camp coming up 5-9 
July at El Rancho, Waikanae.  
So bring on 2010--it’s going to be an exciting year! 

A WEEKEND TO TOP-UP THE BATTERIES 
Daniel Borszik 
 
On the last weekend of April four Hamiltonians embarked on 
the long and exhausting trip to the Christian Youth Camp in 
Ngaruawahia. After the staggering 20-minute-drive we 
arrived at the camp for what would become a weekend well 
to remember. 
  
“Kogudus” is an Estonian word that means Christian 
fellowship. The whole weekend is set out to provide a save 
environment and 
plenty of opportunity 
and encouragement to 
ask and discuss 
questions, share what 
you have already 
learned and just simply 
grow in exercising your 
faith. 
 
Our topic this time was 
“Walking by Faith - Not 
Sight, Fear nor 
U n b e l i e f ” .  T h e 
structured part of the 
weekend involves four 
presentations. These 
are then followed by 
time for discussion and 
prayer or just some 
quiet time. The discussion and prayer time is in small groups 
of four to five people and I really enjoyed this time with the 
guys - yes, these groups were split between men and 
women. I'm not entirely sure if I like this yet but it certainly 
has some appeal and I can imagine that it is easier 
sometimes for us "blokes" to have a man-talk only. 
 
We started with dinner on Friday night, prepared for us by 
Sharolyn and Dennis Mollet, our professional chefs for the 
weekend. After dinner we were all ears for the first 
presentation and then an evening service with Holy 

Communion. 
 
An early start on Saturday, some breakfast and more time 
listening to interesting presentations, having great 
discussions and encouraging prayer time in our groups, 
lunch and then spare time. After more time considering how 
we can walk in faith and show that to people around us we 
started the fire place inside one of the common rooms at the 
camp and had some good time together. 
  
The Sunday started with the last presentation-discussion-

prayer session after 
a n o t h e r  l o v e l y 
breakfast. Morning tea 
was followed by 
worship and then it was 
time to clear our rooms, 
clean up and round up 
the weekend with 
lunch. Lots of farewells 
followed and the 
realisation for quite a 
few of us that this 
weekend was gone way 
too quickly. 
 
For Katharina and 
myself this was the first 
time so we didn't really 
know what to expect. 
Although we attended 
many a youth camp 

back in Europe you're still not entirely sure how things are 
done in another part of the world. But our sense for 
adventure and curiosity was rewarded with meeting many 
new friends, growing in faith and having a weekend so close 
to God as we haven't been for a long time. 
  
But wait, there was good news as well. There will be another 
Kogudus in September in Foxton Beach. So put this in your 
diary if you're keen for an affordable weekend away in 
spring, meeting lots of very nice people and getting to know 
your saviour just a little bit better.    
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LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
GRANTS RESPONSE REPORT FOR 
2009 
 
The following are response reports from 
congregations that received grants from 

the LLL over the year 2009.   We received responses for all 
four grants made this year and thank congregations for their 
responses.  We appreciate this opportunity to summarize 
response reports for this period.  This confirms the positive 
effects of funding provided through grants and from 
members and investors in the LLL.  LLL funds are also used 
to provide loans to congregations and Pastors.  
 
To the LLL HETTY GUDOPP FUND FUNDING USAGE REPORT 
 
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wellington.  $3,000 grant: January 
2009 to support Bach Cantata Vespers Series held during 
2009. 
MISSION BENEFITS 
The services have continued to attract people from other 
churches, as well as non-believers, including an atheist, 
lapsed Christians and people who are not baptized. What 
attracts them is, in the first place, the music, but secondly, 
also the space of St Paul, the service as a whole and the 
hospitality offered afterward. There is a growing group of 
people who attend regularly. Some even apologise when 
unable to attend. In one case, contact has led to 
communication about a Christian view on ecological 
problems and the importance of music as part of an 
alternative to our present culture.   
 
In general, it may be said that people do get a glimpse of the 
glory of the Lord through these services. This was indeed the 
original intention.  

 
St Paul’s Lutheran Community Church, Upper Moutere. 
Purchase of 30 new Bibles 
MISSION BENEFITS: 
More of the congregation are using the bibles to follow 
readings. 
Members have expressed their appreciation for the new 
bibles and, this may seem like a small matter, but it gives the 
church a whole spruced up and “cared for” look to see nice 
bibles instead of the tatty, page-missing old bibles we had. 
 
LSM GRANT FOR LCNZ DELTA SEMINAR FOR CHURCH 
WORKERS CONFERENCE 
The LSM facilitated the use of Delta Ministries (from LCA) to 
lead the 2 day seminar in Auckland, especially for the LCNZ 

Church Workers professional development.  This seminar 
was on “Time and Project Management,” and was led by 
Pastor Allan Heppner and Shannon Hood. The seminar was 
also open to visitors. 
MISSION BENEFITS 
Pastors and lay workers learned good personal time 
management techniques.  We also were taught a robust 
project management process which we immediately put to 
work by planning a process for the possible move of the 
LCNZ offices (subject to synodical process).   
 
St Matthew Lutheran Church, Hamilton:  $4082 for the 
purchase of laptop, projector, loudspeaker, VCR/DVD player 
and trolley. 
MISSION BENEFITS 
The system was first used in October for our Spring Lecture 
series and at present is being used by our lay leaders for 
Sunday Services.  Several worship formats have been loaded 
into the laptop which has meant less photocopying has been 
required.  Now a small A5 list of announcements is given to 
worshippers each Sunday instead of the previous larger 
Sunday Bulletin sheet.  The system has become a real asset. 
 
PHOTO: The power point system shown in use for one of the 
Christmas 2009 services.    
 
 

BACH CANTATA VESPERS AND 

RECITALS – 2010  
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wellington, 

New Zealand 
 
 

Sunday 27th June ▪ 5.00pm 
Musica Lyrica in Concert 

 

Sunday 25th July ▪ 5.00pm 
Bach Cantata Vespers – Nach dir, Herr, verlanget mich BWV 150 

 

Sunday 29th August ▪ 5.00pm 
Musica Lyrica in Concert 

 

Sunday 12th September ▪ 5.00pm 
Bach Cantata Vespers – Komm, du süße Todesstunde BWV 161 

 

Sunday 31st October ▪ 5.00pm 
Twice the Music; Half the Time 

Paul Rosoman & Mark Whitfield : organ(s) 

 

Sunday 21st November ▪ 5.00pm 
Bach Cantata Vespers – Es reißet euch ein schrecklich Ende BWV 90 

 

Sunday 12th December ▪ 5.00pm 
Musica Lyrica in Concert 

 

There is no admission charge for the Bach Cantata Ves-

pers services 

 

St Pauls Lutheran Church ▪ 12 King Street ▪ Mt Cook ▪ 

Wellington 6021 

(04) 9723705 ▪ stpaulsmusic@paradise.net.nz  

Pastor Mark Whitfield 
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All Circumstances?? 

The theme for this issue of the Olive Tree is from I Thessalonians 5:16-18 which 

says “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Jesus Christ.” 

When I read that, my rational mind says, “you have got to be kidding.”  I have seen, 

like most of you, situations where there is little if anything to be joyful about.  Rea-

son rebels against such “just be happy” claims.  If religion just takes away the pain 

of this mortal existence, then Karl Marx was correct in saying that “religion 

(Christianity) is the opiate of the people.” 

So where is our joy in the midst of suffering and human strife?  It is, and will al-

ways be, found in that which is beyond ourselves.   That which catches us up into a 

different dimension of life. 

The little phrase “in spite of” is one of the most important truths of faith and life 

itself.  We live and love in spite of these things that come against us --and life itself.  

In spite of troubles, suffering or pain, we have a solid hope and vision of a God who 

is in control of our destinies and the outcome of this very world.  Having said that, 

there is a lot to be simply happy about, often found in the simple joys of life. 

The cross of Christ is a straightforward teaching on 

one level, but the deeper we enter into the meaning 

of it, the more complex it becomes.  In the end, both 

the child and the professional theologian must say 

the same thing – “Jesus is my joy, my hope and my 

life.”  May He be to you that same hope and joy. 

In May, there is a series of committee meetings in 

our church.  On 8 May, the Financial Advisory Com-

mittee met.  They have called for an Administrator’s 

and Treasurer’s workshop to be held in Wellington 

on August 28th to discuss the complexities of tax 

laws for congregations.  Lutheran Support Ministry 

committee met today (15 May).  They want me to 

encourage youth in our churches to attend the 

LCNZ’s planning Summit on July 24.  Although we 

want congregational leaders to attend, we also want 

to make it clear that the Summit is open to any adult 

or youth members of our LCNZ.  Next week (21-22 

May), Council of Synod meets.  On that agenda is the 

selection of the city for the location of the national 

office. 

Finally is a photo taken this Easter recognising the 

work of Pastor David Chiang as he retires.  What a wonderful work has been done 

at Botany Lutheran and what great hopes for the future.  Look for more on this in 

the Lutheran Church of Australia’s magazine, “The Lutheran.”  Thank you David 

and Annie. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Rob Erickson 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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LETTER FROM INDONESIA 
 
Dear President Robert Erickson. 
 
Warm greetings from Indonesia. 
 
I am happy to inform you that the book entitled “God For Us”  has 
been translated and distributed to the Pastors, Students, library and 
the Sunday School Teachers. 
 
I worked as an Editor and my friends Rev Martunas Manullang MTh, 
Rev Benny Sinaga MTh and Rev Leo Dunan Sibarani MTh as the 
Translators. They did it very well and it is really an excellent 
translation. 
 
The money you [the Lutheran Church of New Zealand sent though 
Board for Mission -- $3000] was good enough for the honorarium of 
the translators, and the cost for printing 1,500 books. May I thank 
you for your help and I must say that the book is very useful for us. 
 
If you have any books that you think good for us to be translated, 
please tell and help us to do some more! 
 
Thank you very much and God bless you. 

In Christ 
 
Rev. Willem Simarmata, MA   
STT Seminary Siantar, Ultra Sumatra, Indonesia 
 
NOTE: In the official Indonesian language, Christians also use the word “Allah” when 
referring to God. 

OVERSEAS MISSION PARTNERSHIP TEAM 
Manawatu Lutheran Parish 
 
The countdown is on for the team of five 
from the Manawatu Lutheran Parish for 
their trip to Hephata (a residential 
disability centre of the HKBP (Lutheran) 
Church in Indonesia) leaving on 
Saturday 12 June and returning on 23 
June 2010. The team has asked for the 
following prayer support: 
 

 For Alaris and Osten and the staff 
and residents of Hephata – for 
their planning and preparation 
for our stay 

 For individual preparation here at 
home and that our work and 
home responsibilities will be 
taken care of while we are away 

 For our various projects at 
Hephata; Steve La Grow training 
in blind rehabilitation, Rick 
Satherley and Butch Jurgens 
working with the livestock and 
electric fencing, Brian Mackenzie 
working in the gardens and Pauline Simonsen leading 
Bible Study time. 

 For our spouses and families while we are away. 

Back row (Left to right):  Steve LaGrow, Rick Satherley 
Front row (left to right):  Butch Jurgens, Pauline Simonsen, 
Brian Mackenzie 
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MISSIONARY SUPPORT IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA  
Pr. Greg Schiller, Papua New Guinea  
 

Greg Schiller has forwarded the following update and 
photos: 
 
Hi, Lae is hot and dry and saps my energy to write too 
much. For more than a week the city has been having 
trouble supplying water to its residents ( I've got a tank for 
my supplies).  Last night it rained and all and sundry had 
their containers out to collect what they could.  Power 
supply has been better in the last week, with only a few 
failures on several days.  About two weeks ago there were 
major communications problems which affected all 
banks,atms, eftpos… I did, however, have such a lot of fun 
over the Christmas - January break.   
 
I spent Christmas and New Year in the highlands and my 
nieces were also visiting from Australia.  We celebrated 
Megan's 30th in Ialibu, the heavy rain sent our party 
indoors.  After the girls left, back in Lae we 
celebrated Tono's big two and then my 50th.  Tono loves 
balloons so we had lots of those. 
 
My birthday came on the closing day of the church synod 
here.  Now it was not so boring at synod... especially the 
closing day was full of drama, colour, dancing and 
singing.  After synod I had a few days away with the 
Nimbo's in Manus. It sure has been hard to get back into 
routine since all my visitors left.  
 
The Nimbo's too have a big change in their life as Polina is 
furthering her education and has to be away from the 
family.  She was accepted into a 2 year primary teacher 
training course at Madang.  We had hoped she would be 
accepted to study in Lae so that She and Tono and a 
babysitter could stay with me.  Penga took Polina to 
Madang and has returned to Ialibu where Tono 
has 3 "babysitters" - young relatives of Penga and Polina 
staying with them, to care for him. 
 
He by the way, has grown up so much, is talking, and is full 
of life.  Even in Lae when we all were worn out from the 
heat, humidity and activity - Tono was still firing on all 
cylinders! 
 
PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Nimbo family sing at church, 
Tono and his papa on guitar, mama and aunty singing. 
 
Tono leads the singing on his 
guitar 
 
Tono turns the big 2 at my 
place in Lae, just before synod 
 
50th celebration with the Woo’s, 
the Nimbo’s and Neville Otto, 
my mission director from Oz. 
 
Family pic at Tono’s 2nd 
birthday 
 
Megan on her 30th with Polina. 
Megan and Nicole were visiting 
26/12- 6/01 

 
 



Mountainside Lutheran Church 
1 Harris Road 

Mt Wellington, Auckland 
9:00am – 5:00pm 

(Congregational meal following—gold coin donation welcome) 
 

Facilitator:  Shannon Hood, lecturer at Australian 
Lutheran College and Delta Ministries 
 
Purpose/Goal: 
 
To define and address… 

· Issues facing the LCNZ and strategies to achieve 
Godly outcomes 

· Ways and means to build strong churches at the 
grassroots  

· Review of  vision statement 
· Address the new Lutheran Church of Australia 

and New Zealand’s strategic initiatives of 

o Increasing leadership capacity at all levels 
o Increase Spiritual depth 
o Improve communication and engagement 
o Develop a pro-active mission culture 
o Leverage our assets to support ministry 

and mission 
   
Attendees: Parish/congregational leaders are 
encouraged to attend. 
Cost:  No registration fee - accommodation and travel 
expenses paid by attendee. (Council of Synod and LSM 
Committee members please contact President Robert 
about travel arrangements) 
 
A 1996 study revealed the LCNZ lost an average of 84 
members a year for that decade. At that rate we would 
disappear in the year 2017. Now 2017 is only seven years 
away. Has the trend changed? Will we survive into the 
future? In what ways will we be a different Church? 

Registration Form 2010 Summit 
 

Name   

Phone   

Email Address   

Address  

  

Parish/Congregation   

 
Accommodation:  Some billets on Friday and Saturday may be 
available through Mountainside Parish, office phone:  
09/5794490 
 
A special group rate has been offered to our church at Waipuna 

Hotel, 58 Waipuna Road, Mt. Wellington, Auckland 
(www.waipunahotel.co.nz). It is $110 gst inclusive per room/
night and $21 gst inclusive for the full buffet breakfast at the 
hotel restaurant. You will need to book through our national 
office. Cheques can be made payable to the LCNZ and posted to 
LCNZ, P.O. Box 4248 Palmerston North 4442. Phone Colleen at 
our office if you would like details to pay by direct debit. 06/357-
3887 
 

Accomodation at Waipuna Hotel:  
 Friday     Saturday    
 No accommodation required  
 
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:  1 July 2010 
 
PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION FORM TO:  
LCNZ, P.O. Box 4248, Palmerston North 4442 
Or email to: LCNZ@clear.net.nz 

NEXT ISSUE:  “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever!  Amen!”  Ephesians 3:20-21 
Do we sometimes, in our thinking, “limit” God and what he can do for us?  Perhaps there was a time in 
your life when circumstances seemed too dire or hopeless for anyone, even God, to help.  This verse 
challenges us to “think outside the box” and give the glory and honour to Christ, the head of our 
church and lives, trusting in HIS power to work in us and for us.  Articles based on this theme and 
news of what is happening in your local church and community are welcomed. 

Submission date for the next issue of The Olive Tree is 13 August 2010. 

QUIZ ANSWERS:   1.  The daughter of Herodias (Matthew 14:6-8)  /   2.  The father of the prodigal son (Luke 15:25)   /   3.  Sanballat, 
Tobiah, and Geshem (Nehemiah 2:19)   /   4.  David (2 Samuel 6:14)   /   5.  Sarah (Genesis 18:10-12)   /   6.  Jesus (Matthew 9:23-24) 

Summit 
24 July 2010 


