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When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant 
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”  Genesis 17:1,2 
SYNOD REPORT 
Ray Meharg, Mountainside 

The 37th Synod of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand 
was held at Botany Lutheran Church in Auckland on 
Saturday 8 June and Sunday 9 June 2013. 

Was it a convention of : 

 Worship? 

 Understanding God? 

 People wanting to move ahead? 

 Having our faith planted in Christ? 

 Hearing how faithful God is? 

 Listening to inspirational speakers? 

 Saying farewell to long serving faithful servants 
of our Lord and Church? 

 Plenty of discussion? 

 10 remits? 
 
YES!! 

We assembled for 
the opening at 9.30 
to worship our Lord 
and Saviour.The 
theme of convention 
was “Growing and 
Going”. We were 
challenged by the 
opening address 
from Bishop Mark 
Whitfield, where he 
confessed he was at 
first unsure about 
his calling to be 
President / Bishop of 
the LCNZ. He now reported that he is excited, and said 
it is God’s grace that has brought him here.  

Bishop Mark went on to make a somewhat refreshing 

statement that generally goes against common 
thought: “When people notice the leader over Jesus, 
they have invalidated their ministry.” I believe this is a 
statement from a real Bishop not a self-appointed 
Bishop who takes the glory and wants the focal point 
to be on him.  

President Mike Semmler spoke, and as always he was 
very inspiring and engaging. He will be missed once he 
retires as he is a gifted, humble man of God. In his 
opening message he told us when congregations close 
it is sad but the congregation has done its job. The 
influence of the congregation continues on for 
generations. This was very relevant as St Johns 
Halcombe recently closed, and generously has given 
each congregation of the LCNZ gifts from their Church. 
Part of the Sunday worship service included the 
presentation of these gifts by Barbara Wishnowsky, 
Chairperson of St Johns, which was very symbolic and 
moving. We know that although St Johns is no longer a 
worship place the gospel was preached there faithfully. 

Isaiah 55:11 says, “So 
is my word that goes 
out from my mouth: 
It will not return to 
me empty, but will 
accomplish what I 
desire and achieve 
the purpose for 
which I sent it. ”We 
know the fruits of 
that congregation 
will continue for 
generations. 

We were also told by 
President Mike, “The 
only thing that 

matters is the word of Christ.” We were challenged to 
bring the gospel to the people in a place and manner 
that is appropriate for them – for example this may 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Hi everyone, just a quick note from me just to say a 
very big thank to everyone who contributed articles 
for this edition of the Olive Tree. The next issue will 
come out at Christmas and will feature articles about 
the up-coming tour with Shannon Hood. I hope you 
enjoy this edition. 
 

In the love of Jesus 
Dan Carswell 
Olive Tree Editor  

From the Editor 

Bishop-elect John Henderson 

In the children’s address at the LCNZ Convention Pas-
tor Tat described us as family. It’s a term for the 
church that resonates deeply with me. It was Jesus 
who first called God ‘Father’, and taught us to pray to 
‘Our Father in heaven.” 

Our shared Father makes us brothers and sisters 
without respect for human parentage or personal cir-
cumstances. Family disregards gender, ethnicity, and 
other boundaries to introduce us to a deeper place of 
belonging and peace. This comes pretty close to my 
vision of the church. 

Families do have structure and rules. Some individu-
als need to take a little extra responsibility. Funda-
mentally, however, this isn’t what family is. Family is 
relational. It is shaped in the crucible of costly love, 
personal sacrifice, patient forgiveness, and sometimes 
the rough and tumble of inter-personal conflict. Yes, 
family costs us, but it also gives meaning and if we 
stick with it, family gives us back way more than it 
takes. 

Across New Zealand and Australia we are family. I 
hope we understand this, and can be comfortable 
with one another – comfortable enough to allow oth-
ers in to our sacred, family space, and let them feel 
included, loved, and wanted, whoever they may be. 

From the LCA Bishop –elect 

A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place 
Committee has established a confidential service for 

responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment by 
church employees. Trained advisers are available to help.  

FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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From  the Bishop 
Kia tau ki a koutou te 
atawhai me te rangimarie o 
te Atua; grace and peace to 
you from God. 

I’m writing this on the 
shortest day of the year; ah, 
from now on, it’s roll-on 
summer, but it begs the 
question doesn’t it: where 
has this year gone?  They 

say that time goes fast when you’re having fun and 
enjoying yourself.  I think that we’re having fun and 
enjoying ourselves in the Lutheran Church of New 
Zealand (LCNZ) at the moment, and that that’s one of 
the reasons the first half of this year has just flown by. 

It’s been a good first half, and a busy one too!  Lots of 
great things have happened, including a celebration of 
being Lutheran in this part of the world for 175 years, 
a General Synod that gathered us together with 
siblings in the faith from all over Australia and New 
Zealand, a welcome to a new pastor to serve amongst 
us, a gathering at Halcombe to close a congregation 
and at the same time to ‘thanks God’ for 138 years of 
abundant blessing, a Convention of Synod that inspired 
us and set us once again on our way to do God’s 
mission in Aotearoa   … a ministry of his love coming to 
life in and through us. 

Maybe because the first half of the year has been so 
busy, it’s time to slow down and take it easy for the 
second half. 

Sorry folks   … there’s more of the fun and enjoyment 
of the first half of the year to be had, so hang on to your 
hats and get ready for the ride! 

Those who were at Convention heard me speak of the 
‘tour’ that is planned throughout the LCNZ in 
September of this year.  I’m coming to see you at your 
place and I’m bringing a friend, just as Paul brought a 
friend with him – Silas – when he went on tour (see 
below).  Many of you will know or will have heard of 
Shannon Hood. 

Shannon facilitated the LCNZ Summit in July 2010; a 
summit that resulted in us as a church speaking about 
the things that we wanted to focus on in order to be as 
effective as possible in sharing the love of God in Jesus 
Christ with the people of communities and nation.   

We’re coming to visit you at your place because we 
want to help you be Christ to the community and 
context in which God has placed you.  Shannon is gifted 
at asking the right questions, getting us to think 
deeply, helping us to listen for what God might be 
saying, leading us to discern what God’s will and 

purpose for us and our congregations might be in a 
particular place.   

Acts 16 marks the commencement of Paul's second 
journey and in Acts 15:36 we read why he made this 
journey – 

Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the 
towns where we preached the word of the Lord 
and see how they are doing" (NIV, The 
Message, NKJV)) – "see how they are getting 
along" (NLT) – "see how they are" (NASB). 

This is essentially the purpose of this tour and visit to 
you; we want to come and see how you are doing in 
order to determine how best we can help you.  The 
Lutheran Support Ministries (LSM) is now well into 
planning this tour, and so shortly you will be invited to 
set aside some time in September for our visit and you 
will receive material to help you prepare for our 
conversation together. 

There will be other fun and exciting things happening 
in the second half of the year I’m sure, but this is the 
big one for now!  I’m looking forward to calling in 
wherever it is that you are, and to talking with you and 
encouraging you in the ministry God has called to you. 

It’s going to be fun; it’s going to be exciting   … and 
before you know it, it will be Christmas; that’s how 
good it will be! 

Me te aroha nui ki a koutou katoa; lots of love to you 

all.  God bless you always and in all ways. 

Your Bishop -  

Prayer Pointers 
 Thanking God for equipping his people 

with gifts to serve on COS, FAC, LSM, LLL. 

 Pray for our communities & districts ask-
ing God to bring wisdom, compassion and 
discernment to our local body leaders.   

 Pray for God’s people who work in our 
communities bringing His word and love 
to all in very practical ways 

 Ask God to help us to be compassionate 
toward others.  Ask that He would bring 
together all those nations and individuals 
who live as enemies, that they may forgive 
one another and live in peace. 
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Mountainside  Lutheran 
Church,   Auckland 

As a community that is committed to "growing and go-

ing", Mountainside Lutheran Church continues to 

equip its members so that they can be and do what 

they are committed to being and doing. We want to be 

that place where "love comes to life" for all people. Our 

mission statements reads, "A diverse caring communi-

ty reaching out with the awesome power of God's 

Word and Spirit that all may know and celebrate Jesus' 

love and hope". To this end the last synodical period 

has been a busy time for the Mountainside parish. 

Some highlights: 

 The welcoming of Pastor Joe and his family, after 
a vacancy of more than eight months.  

 Regular sacramental/intergenerational worship 
at Mountainside and North Shore where we get 
to welcome many visitors and people new to our  

 
 
 
 
faith community. The aim is to move to regular 
weekly Holy Communion.  

 Children's programmes spanning the age range,  
from Mainly Kids, to By Dzine , Supa Kidz and 
Young Adults.  

 Fellowship groups ranging from Bible study 
groups to craft and other social activity groups.  

 Community Ministries ranging from after school 
clubs to playgroups to car-boot sales 

We are excited at how God is working through his Spir-

it amongst his people here in this place. As we listen to 

God's Word and his will for his church, we can be sure 

that, he will bless everything done in his name. Our 

gracious and loving Lord continues to provide us with 

many mission and ministry opportunities here at 

Mountainside and in the wider Auckland region. 

Botany Lutheran Church,  
Auckland 

Our Mission Statement: To serve people humbly as 
Christ serve us 

1. TO GROW AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

By the grace of the Lord we are having a stable attend-
ance of around 50-60 Chinese members, and an aver-
age offertory of around $15 per head each Sunday.  
Communions are administered each months and ser-
mon followed the lectionary year.  We have 4 fellow-
ships run in different modes and setting.  

2. TO GO AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

The Community Support Services (Project Right 
Sheep).  This is to train qualified community Support 
Workers for Lutheran families to provide quality sup-
port services to the disabled particularly the aged.   

The Music Ministry (Project Nightingale): This Ministry 
employs a soft approach to welcome and work in part-
nership with secular music groups hence bringing  

 
 
 
 
them in touch with the Gospel.  

Healing and Counselling Ministry:  This small scale min-
istry is run by a  qualified volunteer counsellor with 
the support of some leaders.  The underpinning drive 
of this ministry is to lead participants to the source of 
all reconciliation and healing – our Chief Counsellor 
Jesus.    

Exercise Class and Afternoon Dancing Crew:  We are 
trying to bring our church to the participants who may 
not always prefer going into a church setting.   

3. ENABLE US TO GROW AND GO 

Botany ministry is not characterised by events within 
the four physical walls of the church.  We are here “To 
go as God’ people” and “Where love comes alive” that 
people can receive the Grace in many different ways 
through His own plan and feeding of our Chief Shep-
herd. Amen 

Synod Reports 
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St Paul’s Lutheran Church,  
Wellington 

At St Paul’s we are rejoicing in the fact that we finally 
have a called pastor after more than 18 months of pas-
toral vacancy.  Jim Pietsch began his official duties in 
Wellington at the start of May 2013. 

During the vacancy we have been blessed by the ser-
vice from many very good locum pastors. We are 
thankful to the LCNZ President Mark Whitfield for ar-
ranging these: Pastors Robert Wiebusch, John Koch, 
Colin Hartwich, Brian Schwarz, and Norman  Bergen 
(twice). 

During the vacancy, St Paul’s congregation has contin-
ued most of its ongoing ministries and special activi-
ties.  These include: 

 a Sunday School focusing mainly on younger 
children 

 three Home Groups 

 we ran two Alpha courses 

 a monthly Day Group for seniors 

 the Bach Cantata music series 
 
The weekly Mini Minstrels programme for pre-school 
children and their parents. 

 
 
 
 
Worship at Sunday services has also gone well, with 
lay-led worship services in the periods between locum 
pastors.  Our regular worship services include a 
monthly prayer for healing service and our worship 
services are supported by a dedicated group of musi-
cians who have kept up the high standard of music tra-
ditional to St Paul’s.  A Tongan Wesleyan congregation 
also joins us in worship from time to time. 

The roster of Sunday School teachers has also worked 
well, and a group of these attended the training ses-
sion run by the Scripture Union. The six teachers from 
Wellington who attended appreciated the financial 
support provided by LCNZ from the LSM budget, and 
found the training day very beneficial. 

We are also in the middle of some extensive work to 
upgrade the manse and church plant and are dealing 
with some deferred maintenance issues. 

We look forward to the year ahead with our new pas-
tor Jim Pietsch and also exploring our relationship 
with St Francis congregation. 

Whakatane  Lutheran 
Church, Whakatane 

 Giant leap of faith:- in signing the Memorandum 
of Understanding with Hamilton, Tauranga and 
Kawerau to call Pastor John Davison 

 Answer to prayer:- with Fun & Play group using 
the building and enabling us to meet our finan-
cial obligations 

 Hope for the future:- that the MOU congrega-
tions continue to support the Pastor 

 Celebrating:- 50th anniversary of the Church on 
9 & 10 November, Pastor Bob Hamann guest 
preacher 

St Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Upper Motuere 

The Hope Congregation celebrated the centenary of its 
building on 16th June 2013. 

The Upper Moutere Congregation is continuing to out-
reach and grow through 

 Bible in Schools 

 Youth Groups 

 Adult Groups 

 Welcoming Worship 

Our Congregational Life Committee organises great 
social activities for our congregation 

Our many Christmas services are well attended. 

Like us on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsUmo 

Synod Reports 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FStPaulsUmo&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGEnDJ_1oiHtIWnYA25UhG8D1u9cg
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Harrison Street Community 
Church, Wanganui 

Connecting all People with our Awesome God.  

Your prayers for the future of our church would be 
appreciated for the following needs we have. 

For our members to take on more ministerial leader-
ship roles within the church family.  

 For the people of the community that we live in to see 
our church family as a place of love and respect and 
kindness reflecting the Love that God has for us. 

 That all the activities that we start or partake in are 
somehow related to the goals and vision of our church 
in that they connect all people with our awesome God. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church,  
Hawkes Bay 

Redeemer Congregation have set our goals with posi-
tive steps forward: 

 Bishop Mark has granted Erwin Sonnendecker, 
an ordained Lutheran Pastor from SouthAfrica, a 
licence so that our members can receive the Ho-
ly Sacrement. 

 Since Pastor Trevor’s retirement on 7th April, we 
have set uplay reading services with the talents 
of Carolyn Woon, Ryan Tasma and Bill Groves. 

 We have started a home group bible study in 
Havelock North at the home of Ryan and Jianyu 
Tasma. It meets every 3rd Sunday of the month 
at 3.00pm. 

 At a meeting on 5th May we mapped out a calen-
dar of events for this year. There will also be a 
monthly news bulletin to keep members in-
formed of church activities.  

Synod Reports 
St Francis Lutheran Church, 
Wairarapa 

Things in our Church have continued much the same 
as last year.  Services when held throughout the year 
have been well attended.  We thank the visiting Pas-
tors very much for leading us in Worship and Com-
munion and staying for a pot luck tea with us after the 
service. 

It will be wonderful to see our new Pastor arrive in 
April. 

2012 was a fairly quiet year as no maintenance was 
needed on the Church.  Thank you to Michael for con-
tinuing to mow the lawns as required at the Church at 
Mauriceville West. 

As I am not standing for re-election for either Chair or 

Secretary, I would like to sincerely thank each and 

every one of the members of St Francis for their love, 

care and support to me and each other during the past 

year.  I pray that you will continue to meet regularly 

and support each other. 
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People of CoS and LSM 

From the May Board Meeting: 

5% interest for Apex and E accounts to be retained for 
the next quarter 

Grants were approved as follows- 

 From Bishop Mark Whitfield for Shannon Hood 
to facilitate engagement of LCNZ Synod dele-
gates with a ministry vision for the church for 
the next 5-10 years 

 From Botany Lutheran Church to hire a van to 
transport delegates to and from airport/motels 
during Synod 

 From Leanne Whitfield for travel costs for Spice 
Retreat (Pastor’s/SMP’s wives) to be held in 
Wellington, October 2013 

From LLL AGM: 

 Annual Financial statements were adopted and 
the Auditor’s Report was again unqualified 

 LLL welcomed new Director Kate Humphrey 

 LLL Board farewelled retiring President Ahi Al-
len; the Board will make a presentation to Ahi 
and Meg at a special lunch after the August LLL 
meeting at Christchurch 

 Could all congregations please update their LLL 
member (LLL delegate to Synod) details, email-
ing changes to LLL@coombesmith.co.nz 

LLL Report 

Pastor Mark 
Whitfield 

Simon Lieschke Caroline Samsom Ray Meharg Marjon Gerson 

Chris Janetzki Phil Husband Dan Carswell Jill Hobden John Davison 
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by Stephen Hormann, Harrison Street Community 
Church (St John Lutheran), Wanganui 

Pastor Phil and Editor Dan twisted my arm and asked 
me to give an account of my recent change of career 
and how it relates to my faith, so here goes... 

In September 2011, just before my 49th birthday, I 
learnt that I was most likely going to be made 
redundant from my position (and career) with the 
Department of Conservation (DOC). Up until then I had 
worked for DOC in Wanganui for the best part of 25 
years, having joined the Department in September 
1987, shortly after it had been established on 1 April. 
Working in various roles over that time, I had mainly 
been involved in recreation and tourism planning, 
helping to plan and manage the provision of recreation 
facilities (huts, tracks, bridges etc) across the 
Wanganui Conservancy, covering Taranaki, Wanganui 
and the Manawatu.  Most of these facilities were 
concentrated in Egmont National Park, Wanganui 
National Park and Ruahine Forest Park. Major 
recreation projects I had been involved in included the 
establishment of the Wanganui Journey as part of the 
national Great Walks system, the development of the 
Pouakai Circuit tramping opportunity in Egmont NP, a 
major interpretation project in Wanganui NP and the 
development of the Mountains to Sea Cycle Trail from 
Mount Ruapehu to Wanganui. 

 That should give you some idea of the work I was 
involved in at DOC. I enjoyed my work and the people I 
had worked closely with over the years, to the degree 
they almost felt like family. Like most DOC staff, I was 
dedicated to conservation and cared about the work I 
was doing. From a Christian perspective, I saw myself 
contributing to the care of God’s creation. I really could 
not imagine myself doing anything else.  

It came as a great shock, therefore, when I found 
myself caught up in yet another major DOC 
restructuring (due to the Global Financial Crisis and 
Government cutbacks) and facing the prospect of 
redundancy (to add to things, I had come down with 
shingles just before that announcement – such fun!). I 
had been there before, having gone through many 
previous restructurings, but this time, based on what 
was proposed and the stated need to cut 120 positions 
nationally to save about $8 million, I knew my number 
was up. As part of the ‘management of change’ process 
I was offered a position in the DOC National Office in 
Wellington but for family and financial reasons, I 
decided I would stay in Wanganui, take redundancy 
and try to find other employment here. It was the 
hardest decision I had made up to then and I 
sometimes still go over it in my mind.  

I had no idea what was going to come along job wise 
but was determined to keep positive, to pray and put 
my trust in God’s providence and His plan for me.  At 
times I sensed His presence and reassurance as a 
feeling of calmness, even though I felt I should be 
worried about what might happen. Of course, I still had 
my doubts and downtimes (Pastor Phil later told me I 
was going through a grieving period and it was only 
natural) but then the Holy Spirit would come along and 
lift me back up. I received good, loving support and 
encouragement from my family, friends and the church 
community over this difficult period (including group 
discussion and collective prayer at the LSM Kogodus 
spiritual retreat at Foxton Beach) and I am thankful for 
this – I certainly learned that God works through 
others on this personal journey. 

The good Lord also delivers on His promise. Within six 
weeks of leaving DOC (I had worked out my time until 
the end of June 2012), I found myself newly employed 
as a Probation Officer in the  Community Probation 
arm of the Department of Corrections (the official 
acronym is DoC, hence the above title). In August, I will 
have worked in this challenging but sometimes 
rewarding role for a full year. That time has been 
pretty full on, with lots of training courses to attend 
and plenty of on the job experience and learning.  

Right from my first day at Probation I was confronted 
with the nature of the work that probation officers do 
and who we work with. I am part of the Prison Release 
Team in the Wanganui office, mainly managing 
offenders released on conditions or on parole, 
although we also look after other types of sentences. 
They tend to be the medium to high risk offenders. In 
the course of my work so far I have encountered gang 
members, violent offenders, sex offenders, thieves, 
embezzlers and those convicted of driving and 
domestic violence offences. Many have problems with 
alcohol and other drugs or struggle with 
unemployment and the effects of poverty. Some are 
hardened criminals, others just young people who 
have made bad choices and lost their way in life. 

There are many sad and disturbing stories. It is 
sometimes hard to read what these people have done 
and then to have a discussion with them. Again, I have 
found that my Christian faith has helped me as I 
remembered that in the eyes of God we are all sinners 
and all have a role in forgiving and helping each other. 
Establishing a good working relationship with an 
offender is a crucial element of probation practice, so I 
try to treat all the people I meet with respect, 
understanding and compassion and, generally, I find 

(Continued on page 9) 

From DOC to DoC - My Recent Life Journey 
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they respond well to that. Although I need to be aware 
that offenders can be deceitful and manipulative and 
always remain conscious of the potential risk they can 
pose to the community, I try to take a positive 
approach and a belief that change is possible. If you 
can see that change happening in people and they do 
not go on to reoffend, then you can feel rewarded in 
your work. 

Looking back at my recent life journey, I can see how a 
change which I did not look for has led me in an 
entirely new direction (indeed a case of “one door 
closes, another opens”). I feel that God has shown me a 
new path and now calls me to faithfully follow it, 
always knowing that He is there to guide and protect 
me. I thank and praise the Lord for that. My prayer is 
that if you also find yourself facing a major change in 
your life journey that you can take the comfort that 
God will be with you every step of the way. 

(Continued from page 8) 

mean services on Friday or Saturday nights. Don’t 
expect the people to come to you. The other 
challenging thought he gave us is that the Holy Spirit 
determines the Church. Programmes, committees, 
meetings don’t grow the church - the Holy Spirit does. 
This theme was referred to several times throughout 
the weekend. 

There were 10 remits at this convention which I 
believe is very healthy, as it means congregations and 
committees have been thinking about the life of the 
church, challenging the way we usually do things and 
looking for ways to improve, grow etc. 

Some of the remits created a lot of debate, some didn’t 
get past the first reading. There are some changes on 
the way for the LCNZ, including: 

 the size of the Council of Synod, and the size and 
makeup of Lutheran Support Ministries(LSM); 

 the term any one person can stand on a 
committee for a consecutive period; 

 the use of Gateway funds; 

 how the Bishop will be elected in the future. 
You may not agree with all the decisions. If not then I 
encourage you to attend the next convention to have 
your say.  

Synod farewelled several people who had served on 
various committees and thanked them for the service 
they had given to the Lord. A special mention is made 
of three people: 

President Mike Semmler who is retiring after twelve 
and half years as President - the LCNZ gave President 
Mike a plaque depicting the Koru, which represents 
life. Judy Calder stood down as Chairperson of CoS. 
Judy has served the church in many and varied roles 
since the 1980’s. She was the first woman to serve on 
the General Church Council (GCC) in Australia. David 
Preston stood down as Chairman of the Finance 
Advisory Committee. David has served on this 
committee for many years; he has used the gifts that 

God has given him faithfully over this time. 

We thank God for the service of these people, and in 
fact for all who use their gifts and make themselves 
available to God. “Well done, good and faithful 
servant” (Matthew 25:23). 

There were several visitors from Australia, and all 
spoke about their area of ministry: 

 President Mike Semmler 

 Bishop Elect John Henderson, who briefly spoke 
to us words of encouragement. 

 Debbie Venz:  Business Manager of the Lutheran 
Church of Australia 

 Glenn Schultz and Verena Johnson:  Board for 
Lay Ministry 

 Colin and Ruth Hayter:  Board for Mission 
 
We are a small church with lots of blessings and 
challenges.We are also a church that is “Growing and 
Going”, and where “Love comes to life” (the theme for 
the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand as 
we work together over the next few years). Be a part of 
this church - be involved in your congregation; support 
your Pastors and layworkers; make a difference.  

And if at all possible attend the next LCNZ convention. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Synod Report  
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Anne Somerville(Te Punga) 

St Johns Lutheran Church, Halcombe is closed. Many of 
us who have strong connections to Halcombe gathered 
for the final service. We wept. We celebrated. We 
remembered. How well we remembered. 

A committee had prepared the event which included a 
service with Dr Harry Wendt as guest preacher, 
tangata whenua who supported us, a lunch in the 
Halcombe School Hall, a photo display and other 
appropriate closing rites. Bishop Mark Whitfield led us 
through the service on Sunday 2 June. 

There are too many individuals to thank but my 
thoughts are with Barbara Wishnowsky, Dennis and 
Julia Wishnowsky, Heather Rusling and all those who 
contributed to the closing event.  

Jill Heinrich, a granddaughter of Pastor Hamuera and 
Lydia Te Punga sent us a message that underpins why 
almost 200  of us travelled to that little church on the 
hill.  

"Thinking about how pleased our elders would have 
been to know that the Halcombe church was having a 
loving and respectful farewell from the people,  

How many lives have been touched by the love and 
dedication that emanated from that simple, small white 
building and community? How many baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings and funerals? How many 
messages of comfort and hope were delivered there 
and how many hymns sung and Sunday School lessons 
prepared? How many flowers arranged and pews 
dusted? Christmas trees decorated and cups of tea 
brewed? 

How many great examples of commitment set? 

And now, how many warm memories to hold? 

Sending aroha to you all and special thanks to the 
organisers for arranging another fitting tribute and we 
will be thinking of you, weeping too, and there in 
Spirit...... 

Sing with all the gusto that befits the occasion." 

Those of us at the closing did just that.....we sang with 
gusto, especially the New Zealand, Lutheran famous, 
Halcombe Lords Prayer. That day is not the last day 
many of us will pray that version of the prayer.....it is 
not the last day we will focus on our faith, our 
commitment and our links to that building and church 
community.  

Across New Zealand and from other parts of the world 
stories, poems, articles, recipes, and photographs have 
been collected and collated into a book, called Walk of 
Faith. This is the name of the regular church bulletin 
that shared information between members of  the 
congregation over the years. The book is a social 
commentary. When a researcher is ready to write the 
Halcombe Lutheran story the book could be part of 
that work. 

The second edition of “Walk of Faith” will include most 
of the first book, as well as photos of the final service 
and celebration. Any additional stories for inclusion in 
that edition can be sent to Anne Somerville by 1 August 
2013. PO Box 33318 Petone or email 
anne.somerville@xtra.co.nz. If you wish to purchase 
the book for ten dollars and have not already ordered a 
copy please contact me before the book goes to print in 
the first week of August. 

Halcombe 

mailto:anne.somerville@xtra.co.nz
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Saturday Afternoon   1:00pm 
Mix and Mingle at the Church 
 
Saturday Night Dinner   6:30pm 
$35 per person 
Please advise numbers by September 30th 
 
Sunday Worship    10:30am 
Divine Service led by Assistant Bishop John Davison 
Guest Preacher: Retired Pastor Bob Hamann 
 
Fellowship Lunch    12:30pm 
Stay and share lunch together 
 

Church History 
Do you have old photos, service orders for special 
occasions, memories, etc. that you can share? 
Please contact Vicki: boplutheran@gmail.com 

50th Anniversary 
You are invited to attend the 

50th Anniversary of the  

Whakatane Lutheran Church 
Saturday & Sunday, 9th & 10th November 2013 
27-29 Hinemoa Street, Whakatane 

Photo: 2007 Dedication of New Sign 

Hi, 

I hope that you will enjoy reading this “bumper synod 

edition” of the Lutheran. 

The recent synod of the Lutheran church of Australia 

and New Zealand celebrated the 175th anniversary of 

the Lutheran church “down under” 

This is a record of that gathering and other events in 

the church in recent time. 

The Lutheran (magazine) is a highly regarded, and 

award winning, publication providing a range of inter-

esting, provocative  and inspiring articles and views. 

The Lutheran is published 11 times per annum. 

If you would like to receive the Lutheran magazine on 

a regular basis you could join the LCNZ bulk subscrip-

tion and receive your air mailed copy on a regular ba-

sis. 

The cost for the 2013-2014 year ended 30 June 2014 

is $50nz. 

To subscribe please contact Buster Kells either by: 

Post  14 Masefeild terrace, kelvin grove,  

  Palmerston north 4414 

Telephone 06 3531943 

Email  bjkells@xtra.co.nz 

If you send a cheque for the subscription it should be 

made out to: Lutheran Laymans League 



Fui-Mee Pang, Mountainside Lutheran Church 
 
“Kogudus” is a word that has intrigued me. I have 
learned that it is an Estonian word meaning ‘Christian 
fellowship’. Ever since I started attending Mountain-
side Lutheran Church in 2009 and heard of Kogudus 
Retreats, I have wondered what people do at these 
camps.  
 
My opportunity to 
attend a 
Kogudus 
retreat 
came in 
April this 
year. But I 
did not count 
on my daugh-
ter moving to 
Melbourne on 
Easter Sunday. 
This meant 
there was no 
one to dog-sit 
her Toffee if Da-
vid and I were to 
be away from 
home overnight. 
But thankfully, the 
venue for the re-
treat was Clarks 
Beach, Pukekohe, which is 
just 30 minutes’ drive from home in Flat 
Bush! And Simon, the Retreat organiser, was most en-
couraging and considerate of our ‘special’ needs and 
made it possible for David and I to attend. 
 
It was a refreshing time away from the madding traffic 
of Auckland and the demands of everyday life, a quiet 
time just to ‘be still and know that He is God’. The focus 
was on ‘Growing in Discipleship’ and there were 
presentations and discussions on our new identity be-
ing in Christ and the authority we have standing in 
Him. We learned what it is to walk with Christ as His 
disciples. To complement the lesson on the worship of 
Christ we had Pastor Joe conduct devotions and Holy 
Communion Service. 
 
Kogudus was a whole new learning experience for me, 
of a part of LCNZ I have never seen. We sang contem-
porary Christian songs often heard over the Christian 
airwaves but seldom in church. People prayed sponta-
neously, from their hearts and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. There was an atmosphere of mutual trust which 
encouraged interaction and sharing of personal highs 
and lows. Physical nourishment matched, if not ex-
ceeded, spiritual food, thanks to the accomplishments 

and skills of Visse and Pat. In between sessions there 
was ample time for fellowship and getting to know 
each other – participants from beyond the Bombay 
Hills as well as those from Mountainside. There was 
even time for an afternoon stroll along the beach, feel 
the crisp sea breeze and dip our 
toes in the chilly waters. 

 
The theme for 
Southern Star’s an-
nual appeal this 
year is ‘Keep go-
ing, keep grow-
ing’. LCNZ’s re-
cent Convention 
of Synod had, as 
its theme: 
“where love 
comes to 
life…..growing 
and going”. 
On that note, 
let our ear-
nest prayer 
be ‘Come, 
Holy Spirit! 
Revive 

your 
Church! Begin with Me! ‘ 

– at Kogudus! 

My experience of a Kogudus retreat 

Kogudus Experience  
 
Jenna Hewett 
Mountainside Lutheran Church 
 
Kogudus April 2013 was a fantastic experience for me. 
Nick travelled down last year for the retreat, and we 
agreed at the time we would take turns attending. As 
our kids get older, it will be wonderful to attend to-
gether or take them with us. The retreat was what I 
expected but what I wasn’t prepared for was how I 
felt! Completely floored by the material, prayer ses-
sions and group conversations, I left the retreat feeling 
cleansed, full and bathed in peace. Many new friend-
ships were made, and others cemented. My small 
group was wonderful and to experience this weekend 
with them was a great joy. They in particular (you 
know who you are!!) hold a special place in my heart 
just for that reason. Meals were delicious, worship was 
warm and inviting. A huge thank you to all who orga-
nized this retreat and our amazing leaders for the 
hours of prep that go towards making it possible. If 
you haven’t been before, I strongly urge you to give it 
a go, you won’t regret it! I’m looking forward to at-
tending again when I can.  


