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CHRISMON TREE 

Gillian Futcher 

 

In 1974 St John’s congregation, Whanganui was 

introduced to the idea 

of the Chrismon Tree 

and its Christmas 

message. Pastor 

Robert and Raelene 

Kempe had discovered 

the idea from U.S.A. 

where it was (irst used 

at Ascension Lutheran 

Church, Danville, 

Virginia. 

 

The symbols tell the 

story of Christ from 

Creation [at the top] 

to Pentecost and 

beyond [at the base]. 

The ornaments are 

made in white and 

gold, the liturgical 

colours of Christmas; 

white refers to 

Christ’s purity and 

gold to his majesty 

and glory. 

 

The symbols are used 

through out the Bible 

and many we know so 

well. They were often 

used to portray a 

message as there 

wasn’t so much 

written, people didn’t 

read, or spoke in other 

languages. 

 

The Ladies Fellowship gathered up supplies of 

polystyrene, lots of “gold” and glitz and met every 

week to make the many symbols. Since then the 

ornaments have been restored a couple of times but as 

they are carefully 

wrapped and stored 

every year they have 

survived well. 

 

Over the years the 

congregation have 

enjoyed the decorated 

the tree and at times 

opened the church for 

public viewing. It is a 

different way to 

experience the true 

meaning of Christmas 

and God’s precious gift, 

our Saviour. After 

Harrison Street 

Community Church [St 

John’s] was repainted, 

Adrian Stolk, our lay 

worker, went to huge 

amounts of effort to 

cover the building with 

Christmas lights and 

we were a part of the 

“Light Up For 

Christmas” circuit. 

 

The church wasn’t 

inundated with 

visitors as most like to 

drive by, but at least 

they know where we 

are. Those who did 

come were just 

amazed. For further information look for us on our 

web site www.lutheran.org.nz. 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place 

Commi*ee has established a confiden�al service 

for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ 

harassment by church employees. Trained 
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FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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Hi Everyone, 

 

First of all on behalf of everybody who works on the 

Olive Tree I want to wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and a happy new year. Thank you to everyone who 

sent in articles for the Olive Tree.  

 

I also need  to say a big thank you for your patience as 

the September issue was not able to go ahead due to 

circumstances out of everyone’s control.  

 

Thank you also to everyone who has helped me 

through the year on producing the Olive Tree. 

 

I will be in  contact with you all early in  the new year 

with the theme for the $irst edition of the Olive Tree 

for 2013. 

 

Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas period. 

 

Dan Carswell 

Editor 

5 5 5 5 ----    7 April 20137 April 20137 April 20137 April 2013 

Camp Morley, Clarks Beach, Pukekohe 
 

Watch the next issue of the Olive Tree and your 

local church for more details and registration in-

formation. 

 

Save the date! 

    
• The 5% interest rate for Apex and E Accounts is 

retained  for the next quarter. 

• Remember, when applying for grants, use the 

forms from  the website. 

• Congregations will receive postcards about the 

LLL. 

• LLL is the Trustee for the Hintz Fund, but 

doesn't make decisions on Grant Applications - 

these are made by   Council of Synod. 
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By the time you read this, I will have met and had a very special conversation 

with the members of a small part of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand 

(LCNZ).  I will have met with the members of St Johns Lutheran Church, 

Halcombe to talk about their future.  And as I write this article, I really don’t 

have any idea what the outcome of that meeting might be. 

 

I’ve heard it said with respect to the future of St Johns that ‘the writing is on 

the wall.’  The very fact that such a comment is made is already in some ways 

an acknowledgement of what God’s future for them might hold. 

 

We tend to hear the statement, ‘the writing is on the wall’ as a negative 

(indeed its origin is negative – read Daniel 5).  We hear it as an indication that 

the future holds little hope and that we are destined for failure and grief. 

 

Friends, whereas the original use of this statement did point to a hopeless 

future, and whereas we often consider this as being negative, I want to 

encourage us to consider how God might be behind some of the ‘the writing(s) 

on the wall’ that we face for our blessing and good.   

 

When I read writings from scripture such as these–For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope (Jeremiah 29:11), and In your book were written 
all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed (Psalm 

139:16), I realise that God is behind the ‘writing on the wall’in ways by which 

he promises to bless and prosper his people and his Church. 

 

One of the ‘initiatives’ that came out of the LCNZ Summit held at Mountainside 

in July 2010 was that we as a church need to leverage our assets to support 

ministry and mission.  Here’s how it was summarised – 

 

Leverage our assets and resources to support ministry and mission 

Rationalise property and pastoral resources so that by 2015 all LCNZ 

congregations are viable – spiritually, ;inancially and numerically. 

Rationalise assets by looking at utilisation versus value. 

Council of Synod (COS) set up a review group for congregations in 

crisis (solutions could be more resources, mergers, or closures). 

Develop ;ive regions and manage them through ordained regional 

pastors. 

LCNZ relocation and review of;ice and committee structure. 

 

I must admit to you that I have shied away a little from this initiative.  It’s a bit 

of a tough one, and maybe I’ve felt that way because I’ve tended to view this 

‘writing on the wall’ in only a negative and hopeless light, especially when 

words such as merger and closure are used. 

 

But I’d like us to be positive with the ‘writing on the wall’ that we are facing 

up to as the LCNZ, and I want us to believe that our God of abundant grace and 

blessing, our God of immense fatherly love for us, will bless the future of his 

Church as the ‘writing on the wall’ points us to the future; his future with us. 

 

As I have moved around the Lord’s church here in Aotearoa-New Zealand, I 

have observed many things, including the history and story of God with his 

(Continued on page 4) 
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people (you!) in particular locations.  Some of those 

stories are long stories, dating back well into the 19th 

century; other stories are more recent – the last 10-50 

years or so   … and in each location where by the grace 

of God the LCNZ has had a presence, we have had 

opportunity to proclaim Christ to the people of that 

location, and by the Spirit’s working for many to come 

to fullness of life in him. 

 

Join me in thanking God for these opportunities. 

However, many of our congregations are small, and as 

I visit these small congregations my heart goes out to 

them.  I have sat and talked with small congregations 

of people who not so long ago – in their “heyday” – 

were larger congregations.  And the question has been 

asked: what does the future hold for us?  We’re down 

in numbers; we’re up in age   … we’re a dying church.  

What’s happening? 

 

At the same time, these small congregations are trying 

to maintain church plants and properties, and we as a 

National Church are doing our best to provide pastoral 

oversight and care for them.  But the reality is we’re 

being stretched.  Fewer people in some locations are 

still trying their best to maintain and keep things 

going; fewer pastors in the LCNZ are still serving 

almost the same number of congregations that more 

pastors served just a few years back. 

 

Dear Church, we need to continue the conversation 

that began back at the Summit in 2010; we need to 

intentionally talk with each other about how we can 

best use the resources – pastors, church workers, 

people, money, buildings, locations – he has given us to 

do the very best for him in the way we live Christ-like 

lives and proclaim his love to New Zealand. 

 

I’m convinced that the discussion and thinking that led 

to the formation of the summit initiative above was 

done in order to give us a framework and a mandate 

(President Erickson, TheOlive Tree, September 2010) 

for working through the issues I’m raising here.   

 

There is, I believe ‘writing on the wall’; God’s writing 

on the wall with respect to the future of the LCNZ.  We 

are invited to listen and to hear what God is saying to 

us, believing that even such things as mergers or 

closure (LCNZ Summit Initiative) in the hands and 

heart of God can be for the blessing of his Church for 

indeed he promises that even out of dying there can be 

life – Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit (John 12:24). 

 

How will we do this?  How will we as the LCNZ engage 

in the process? 

 

Friends, it is we!  We are one family together; the LCNZ 

family and that means we give our hearts to show that 
we care (LHS-802).  As much as possible, I want to 

have this conversation with you as the whole Church of 

the LCNZ.  The nature of being Church together means 

that we share the highs and lows, the successes and the 

challenges, the new beginnings and the grace-Cilled 

conclusions   … and that we will journey with each 

other, and pray for each other, and love each other 

through the various cycles of life that Lord blesses us 

with. 

 

I’m starting the conversation with Halcombe, but I’m 

sharing this here, because we’re in this together, dear 

LCNZ family.   

 

Where might this conversation lead?  The summit 

initiative points to a number of possibilities.  It may 

lead to developing a regional model of ministry (an 

ordained pastor with oversight of others functioning in 

speciCic ministry locations), or it may lead to some 

forms of merger and closure. Whatever it leads to, we 

will not be without hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13).  I 

read somewhere that congregations have life-cycles; 

some live longer and some live shorter.  Congregations 

change, but the gospel continues. 

 

Let me close by thanking the faithful and faith-Cilled 

members of St Johns Halcombe for wanting to 

understand God’s ‘writing on the wall’ for them.  My 

prayer is that the LCNZ will continue to be a Church 

that desires to hear God speak his future into our 

present. 

 

Please pray with me the Vespers prayer, a prayer of 

hope in the God of the future – 

 

Lord God, you have called your servants to 

ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 

paths as yet un-trodden, through perils yet 

unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

+MARK 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Back in my childhood, Christmas Day present-opening 

for our family always included my Dad reading verses 

about Jesus’ birth from Luke 2, or sometimes from 

Matthew 1 & 2.  This "tradition" continues, though now 

alternating each year with two much-loved ‘Arch 

Books’ – “The Secret Journey”, and “The Innkeeper’s 

Daughter”  – both written for children in very graphic 

and meaningful rhyming verse.   (Arch Books – 

published by Concordia Publishing House.) 

 

“The Innkeeper’s Daughter” (author Carol Greene) is 

about very naughty Abigail, who creates absolute 

havoc all around her.  She is eventually banished to her 

room, and still not one bit sorry – but then she hears a 

clopping noise somewhere, and slips out to investigate   

- 

“The Secret Journey” (author Virginia Mueller) begins 

after Jesus birth, with Mary and Joseph thinking back 

on the things they have seen since that 4irst Christmas 

night.   

 

The following are extract verses:… 

 

Their thoughts are of shepherds who heard angels sing 

and came to the stable to see Christ, their King. 

 

They think about Wise Men who followed a star 

and brought costly treasures from countries afar. 

 

These Wise Men had promised the king of the Jews, 

“We’ll 4ind this new ruler and bring you the news.” 

 

But God warned the Wise Men: “You must not obey. 

Go home to your countries by some other way.” 

 

The king in Jerusalem raged to his court: 

“The Wise Men have tricked me. They did not report 

about this new king born in Bethlehem town. 

Destroy this new ruler who threatens my crown!” 

 

An angel appeared before Joseph that night 

to give him a warning that 4illed him with fright. 

 

“King Herod is angry, as angry can be. 

You must go to Egypt. Rise up now and 4lee.” 

- 

So then of course, Joseph woke Mary, they had to 

quickly pack food and water, Joseph’s tools and their 

clothes.  They need to hide from the soldiers … and 4lee 

for their lives … mile after mile … before they reached 

Egypt, the land of the Nile. … They lived in Egypt …  

until an angel came to Joseph to say that it’s safe now 

to return. 

- 

This journey was different, Jesus could walk. 

He also asked questions, for now He could talk. 

 

“What is that?” He asked as He pointed His hand 

to a very large pyramid built on the sand. 

... 

Even though these books are written for children, 

adults get just as much enjoyment, the so-familiar 

‘story’ of Jesus’ birth and early life is repeated, and 

blesses us once more. 

 

-Joan McKenzie (Manawatu Parish) 

The Secret Journey 

• For Pastor Lee Kroehn and his family – Anna, Owen, 

Imogen and Jonah – as they seek the Lord’s will for 

them as they consider a call to serve at St Johns Un-

ley / Concordia College (Adelaide), and as they re-

evaluate their current call to the Manawatu Parish. 

• For Bible in Schools throughout New Zealand – that 

it continues to be well-supported by volunteer 

teachers, and welcomed by school leaders and ad-

ministrators. 

• For all who are sick, undergoing surgery or recuper-

ating – that God may comfort them and their fami-

lies, their friends and supporters.  Pray that God 

would bless them with strength, hope and faith. 

• For all students sitting exams. 

• For guidance and wisdom from the Lord God as 

Council of Synod establishes a Nominations Commit-

tee to seek people to consider serving on the servant

-leadership committees of the LCNZ after District 

Synod next year. 

• For all our congregations – that they would be open 

to the abundant opportunities that God blesses them 

with to ful4il his mission – e.g. pray for the ministry 

to Waikato University students by St Matthew, Ham-

ilton. 

• That the people of God in the LCNZ during Advent 

would earnestly pray O Come, O Come Immanuel – 

desiring to receive Jesus into their hearts in order to 

be transformed to be more like him. 

• Pray that we would receive the wonderful gift of the 

Prince of Peace, the Saviour of the World at Christ-

mas time (and always) and desire nothing more 

through the ministries of our congregations than to 

share Jesus with our communities and nation. 

• Thank God for Pastor Brian Schwarz and his wife 

Janet as they come to serve in locum ministry in 

Wellington and the Wairarapa. 

Prayer Pointers 
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Dear All 

  

Just to keep in touch…. 

  

It seems half a lifetime since last month’s splendid 

ARPA (Australasian Religious Press Conference) 

Conference in Wellington. It was good to see many of 

you there and to catch up during the breaks. In many 

ways the Wellington event established a benchmark 

for ARPA conferences. So well done to Errol Pike and 

his team who put it all together. (Needless to say, they 

have already been thanked many times over.) We can 

now look forward to the 2013 ARPA conference which 

will take place in Melbourne next September. It goes 

without saying that you’ll be hearing more about that 

next year. 

  

By the way, some great photos from the Wellington 

conference have been posted on the ARPA 

website  www.arpanews.org   You might like to check 

out some familiar faces on the Photo Gallery Photo Gallery Photo Gallery Photo Gallery page. The 

various awards are also mentioned and the entire list 

of this year’s winners can also be downloaded.  New 

Zealanders did well --  Awards went home with Peter 

Grace (NZ Catholic), Maryanne Wardlaw (NZ Baptist), 

Mary Houston (LINKWell); Amber Wilkinson (War 

Cry), Brian O’Connell (Marist Messenger), Sophia 

Sinclair (Intermission), Kevin Toomey (Tui Motu 

InterIslands), Christina Tyson (War Cry), Stephen 

Brooker (a Life membership), and moi (Gutenberg). 

  

Some of you will be getting together for end-of-year 

lunches in ChristchurchChristchurchChristchurchChristchurch and WellingtonWellingtonWellingtonWellington. Please 

remember to take a camera and send us some photos 

so we can share them in Scuttlebutt. 
In AucklandAucklandAucklandAuckland our 4inal ARPA lunch for the year will be 

on Tuesday December 4. We look forward to getting 

together again and to sharing our personal highlights 

from the Conference. 

 

 

Our special guest will be Rev Dr Merv DuffyMerv DuffyMerv DuffyMerv Duffy S.M.  Dip. 

Tchg., BSc. (hons) - Victoria University of Wellington. 

Fr Duffy is a Marist priest from Christchurch  who 

teaches liturgy and theology at Good Shepherd College 

in Ponsonby. He is a historian of marriage – a timely 

topic at this particular moment – and will have some 

interesting things to share about that and about his 

personal journey. 

-Anna Kroehn  

 

Mountainside Lutheran Church 

ARPA Conference 
 

Installa�on of Pastor Joe Kummerow 

Sunday 9th September 2012 

What a wonderful day of celebration and fellowship at 

Mountainside Lutheran Church as Pastor Joe 

Kummerow was installed as our pastor!  We had 

about 170 people come along to witness the installa-

tion and to welcome Pastor Joe and family to Auck-

land.  The LCNZ President Mark Whit4ield and his fam-

ily attended, along with many visitors from around NZ 

as well as a close friend of Pastor Joe’s from Australia.   

 

It was also wonderful to have the local MP Peseta Sam 

Lotu-Iiga attend as well as ministers from the Tongan 

Wesleyan Methodist Church (who worship at Moun-

tainside on Sunday afternoons), and members from 

Botany Lutheran church who joined us at the conclu-

sion of their worship service. 

 

The service included music performances by the Sun-

day School children, youth and Indian/Asian group.  

President Mark’s sermon theme was ‘Touching Ears, 

Touching Tongues, Touching Lives’, based on the Gos-

pel reading for the day, Mark 7:24-37.   

 

At the conclusion of the service everyone enjoyed a 

delicious shared lunch and time of fellowship togeth-

er. 

We now look forward to getting to know Pastor Joe, 

Julie and children over the coming months. 

 

-Kathy Kirtlan 
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1st July 1887 was the day that the St John’s building 

was dedicated as a place of worship for Christ Church, 

Whanganui. It was the 4irst suburban church built in 

Whanganui. The Anglican “mother” church was in the 

lower end of the main street, Victoria Avenue. In these 

early days of a new colony there was little in the way of 

money or 

transport and as 

the town was ex-

panding it was felt 

necessary to build 

a “community” 

church. Very little 

is known of the 

congregations ac-

tivities but as in-

terest in “church” 

waned and 

transport im-

proved, the num-

bers attending 

dropped to the 

point where the 

church was 

closed. It was in a 

sad state of repair. 

 

Since the earliest 

European immigrants, there has always been 

“Lutheran” worship in Whanganui and mission stations 

in the district, but little is known of them. Because of 

political situations, I suppose like many, they kept to 

themselves and didn’t advertise their gatherings. In 

December 1961, St Johns was re dedicated as a Luther-

an congregation. 400 attended the dedication service 

followed by lunch and a con4irmation service in the 

afternoon. Pastor Geoff Noller served Whanganui from 

St Martin, Marton. The small but devout congregation 

worked very hard to restore the plant and we are 

thankful for their foresight. Mr Theo Jurgens was the 

leader of the work undertaken, often loaning money 

for major purchases. Eventually there were enough 

members to buy a manse and have their own pastor. 

 

Pastor Arthur Rathjen, Ruth and family were followed 

by Pastor Robert Kempe, Raelene and family. Pastor 

Paul Semmler arrived as a new graduate and married 

N.Z.er, Joan, followed by Pastor Steven Trautwine, Fran 

and family. Whanganui Parish served Taranaki then 

Raetihi and Taumarunui congregations. Sadly again 

numbers started to dwindle as members aged and 4i-

nances changed in N.Z., attracting younger people to 

better work opportunities. Whanganui was again apart 

of the St. Martin, Marton parish 

 

for a number of years. Now we have been blessed by 

our SMP Pastor Phil Husband and Adrian Stolk, Church 

worker. Again we can see a bright future. 

 

After celebrating 

125 years of wor-

ship in the build-

ing in July we have 

now celebrated 50 

years as a Luther-

an congregation. 

The people may 

have given up on 

God but He has 

never given up on 

us. For the faithful 

who had a vision, 

and have gone, we 

give thanks. Harri-

son Street Com-

munity Church, 

with great bless-

ings from God, has 

visions of growing 

a strong worship-

ping community again.  

-Gillian Futcher 

St Johns Lutheran Church, Whanganui 

Halcombe Church  
 

On Sunday 16th December, Trevor Jurgens will be 

leading a  worship service in Halcombe Lutheran 

Church at 11.00am, God willing. 

 

A focus of that worship will be to celebrate the hun-

dred years since Hamuera Te Punga was or-

dained.  His ordination took place in South Chicago, 

USA.  

 

It is also a hundred years since he married Lydia 

Gose. She bought to New Zealand the version affec-

tionately known as the Halcombe Lords Prayer. We 

will sing that with other hymns during the service. 

 

All are welcome to attend and worship with us. 

 

Thanks very much, 

Anne 
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Re4lections on the incarnation of our Most Loving God 

 

Kia a noho a Ihowa ki a koutou; the Lord be with you. 

 

Let me assure you from the beginning that this 

devotional piece is not about the complexities of the 

rugby scrum, although what I intend to do brie4ly in 

this devotion is to use what is now the old formula for 

setting the scrum to re4lect on the incarnation of our 

God. 

 

CrouchCrouchCrouchCrouch    
Luke 1Luke 1Luke 1Luke 126-28In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 

was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her 

and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is 

with you.’ 

 

Remember bending and crouching down to small 

children   … to wipe away a tear, to brush away the dirt 

from a knee that’s just been grazed, to offer them a 

hug, to look them in the eye and speak lovingly to 

them.  Here we have God crouching down to Mary, 

inviting her to carry and give birth to the salvation of 

the world.  Lovely image, isn’t it? 

 

But this is more than God crouching down simply to 

Mary.  Here in the incarnation event of Christmas, God 

is crouching down to humanity.  He’s putting on our 

4lesh; being made in the likeness of humanity.  In the 

same way that we crouch down to our small children, 

because there’s no way they reach up to our level, God 

crouches down to be on the same level as hurting, 

weeping, sinful humanity. 

 

The carol puts it this way – 

Veiled in 4lesh the Godhead see; hail the 

incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in human 4lesh to dwell, Jesus our 

Immanuel. 

Mild he lays his glory by … 

 

God is pleased to crouch with us.  He sets his glory 

aside and bends down to glory-less humanity so that 

he may share what it is that we are, and take it upon 

himself and die.  Indeed, he was born that we no more 
may die. 
 

    

PausePausePausePause    
(Usually ‘touch’ comes here, but for the purpose of this 

re4lection I’ve reversed the order of ‘touch’ and 

‘pause’) 

 

Luke 1Luke 1Luke 1Luke 138Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.’  Then the angel departed from her.  And 

Mary said, ‘My soul magni4ies the Lord, 

 

Having been crouched-down-to by God in the form of 

an angel, Mary responds with immediate obedience – I 

am the Lord’s maid; ready to serve.  I think it would 

have been quite understandable if Mary had started 

4lapping as much as the angel’s wings   … no, no, no   … 

not me; wrong virgin mild! 

 

Luke describes Mary as the re4lective, non-4lappable 

type – 

 

Luke 2Luke 2Luke 2Luke 251(She) treasured all these things in her 

heart. 

 

Mary paused.  She didn’t panic.  She took time to 

receive God’s word and purpose for her life.  She 

quietly accepted that she was to become the mother of 

the Son of God.  And, having paused, she sang   … not 

just a song of praise, but a song of quiet acceptance of 

God’s purpose for her life – 

 

Luke 1Luke 1Luke 1Luke 146-48And Mary said, ‘My soul magni4ies 

the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the 

lowliness of his servant.  Surely, from now on 

all generations will call me blessed.’ 

 

TouchTouchTouchTouch 
Luke 2Luke 2Luke 2Luke 26-7 While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 

to her 4irstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

And so God touches the earth with his love.  God bends 

down, crouches down to touch you and me with all his 

love wrapped up in a Son called Jesus. 

 

Why did Jesus come?  God could see that things 

troubles; that we get depressed, we grieve, we become 

ill, we have painful and failing relationships to deal 

with, we get scared of death, and we know that our 

own actions have contributed to the mess we are in. 

 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, Charles Wesley 1707-1788 
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Jesus tells us why he came.  He came to give us life – 

life in all its fullness.  He wants us to have lives with an 

upgrade, just like the fast food stores sometimes offer 

upgrades.  He wants us to have lives that are upgraded 

not just to supersize, but to eternal size. 

 

Mary gives birth to the Son of God who will be called 

Jesus because he will save the world from its sin   … 

and God touches the earth – you and me – with his 

love. 

 

EngageEngageEngageEngage 

It’s quite easy to touch something from a distance and 

then to pull back suddenly in a way that suggests that 

one touch was enough, almost as if the experience was 

not pleasant; I won’t touch again. 

 

But the Gospel proclaims this – 

 

Luke 2Luke 2Luke 2Luke 210-11Do not be afraid; for see – I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

 

When the Most High God visits the earth in the form of 

a baby boy in swaddling cloth in this thing called 

‘incarnation’ he doesn’t pull back suddenly as if he’s 

repulsed by who or what we are.  In one sense he is 

repulsed by who we are and what we have become; he 

is grieved by our condition – our sinfulness   … but that 

makes him want to touch us more and more, and over 

and over again.  It is our sin and the fact that we’re 

going to die because of our sin if nothing or no one 

does anything about it, that drives God to love us so 

much   … that he would send his Son   … and engage in 

our humanity. 

 

This is the crux, the cross (and more of this soon) of 

the matter; this is what lies at the heart of God’s 

incarnation, and Martin Luther speaks clearly of it in 

his Christmas hymn– 

 

Be joyful, then, that through God’s Son, God is 

with sinners now at one; 

Made like yourselves of 7lesh and blood, your 

brother is the eternal God. 

 
 

The crux of Christmas is the cross.  When God touched 

humanity he was dicing with death – our death.  God’s 

incarnational engagement wasn’t just so that Jesus 

could have a look around, assess the situation and 

report back to him on sinful dying humanity.  God came 

to engage   … to take on himself our sin, our failure, our 

sadness, our sickness, our grief, our brokenness, our 

death   … and to carry it to the cross. 

 

The incarnation is love and the cross is love – 

 

Romans 5Romans 5Romans 5Romans 56-8For while we were still weak, at the 

right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person – 

though perhaps for a good person someone 

might actually dare to die. But God proves his 

love for us in that while we still were sinners 

Christ died for us. 

 

And so, my friends, the angels tell us that we need not 

be afraid, for once again this Christmas we receive 

good news; indeed the very best of news that will bring 

us great joy – a Saviour is born to us who is Christ the 

Lord. 

 

Longing for a Saviour a hopeless world would 

wait 

Sin demanded justice at a price we could not 

pay 

But God displayed his mercy the greatest gift of 

love 

When we could not reach heaven, heaven came 

to us 

 

He made a way in a manger; a way to the cross 
Messiah the promised before time had begun 
For God so loved this world though he knew 
what love would cost 
He made a way in a manger to make a way to 
the cross 
 

In Bethlehem a stable became a throne of grace 

As God himself our Saviour drew near to take 

our place 

His mother smiled in wonder as shepherds 

stood in awe 

The sacri7ice of heaven lay sleeping in the 

straw 

 

He is the life that died our death 

The precious Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 

head 

 

For God so loved this world though he knew 
what love would cost 
He made a way in a manger to make a way to 
the cross. 

 
 

Thank you Loving and Most High God, for crouching, 

pausing, touching and engaging with us and all 

humanity through the gift of your Son, Jesus.  Amen.  

 

Ngā mihi o te Kirihimete me Te Tau Hou; wishing you 

all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, and joy 

as you celebrate the birth of Christ with family and 

friends. 

 

+MARK 

Von Himmel kam der Engel Schar, Martin Luther 1483-1546 
Steve Merkel &Lee Black, ©2004 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 
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Personally the LCNZ Summit 2010 was quite a 

changing point for me because this was the time when 

God made it quite clear that he wanted me to join 

Twenty20 (link to more info below). 

But this is actually not about me so I would like to 

extend the question to you personally and your 

congregation’s ministry: what changed for you since what changed for you since what changed for you since what changed for you since 

the summit?the summit?the summit?the summit?    

 

If nothing has changed at all than you literally moved 

backwards! Life is constant change, never standing still 

and if you or your congregation has not changed, life 

went on – without you! What does that do to your 

ministry for God? 

If some things have changed I would like to know what 

it is: There is no need to reinvent the wheel and why 

not learning from each other. What is it that you used 

from the visioning and strategic planning workshop – 

lead by Shannon Hood in Auckland – in your 

congregational ministry development, in your Church 

Council’s goal setting, in the roles and responsibilities 

of your Committees and Teams? How did you 

implement what was the outcome of the summit?  

 

There were so many people at the summit – very cool 

btw: what is it that was reported back to you by the 

attendees? What where the initiatives that were 

developed in your congregation from the 

representative’s input and the summary sent to you by 

the LCNZ admin a few weeks afterwards? How did you 

use the material to stir in the same direction as the rest 

of the LCNZ?  

 

Well, if you like every other group of people, things 

will take time to get developed and to get 

implemented. So don’t worry if it is just happening 

now. :o) 

 

Council of Synod (CoS) did the same as Lutheran 

Support Ministries (LSM) and had a look at the 

strategic initiatives to see if they are making decisions 

and plan in the direction the LCNZ decided on in 2010. 

Not easy, as many different people have to come 

together and actually agree on things and they only 

meet quarterly. So imagine how fast things are moving. 

;o) Sometimes it also means changing what you are 

used to and what you have always done. However, 

moving together in the right direction with Christ in 

the middle and focusing on where God want us, a 

change of habits is possible! 

 

In Case you haven’t kept the Olive Tree Issue 2010 

September at hand here are the initiatives that the 

LCNZ summit developed again for your reverence: (for 

more info what these mean download the issue from 

the website, see link later) 

 

Increase Spritual Depth  

Increase Leadership Capacity as all levels  

Improve communication and engagement  

Develop a pro-active mission culture  

Leverage our assets to support ministry and 

mission  

  

But how do you go from there? Not so dif7icult at all :o) 

Get creative or go with a checklist: Where can you 

implement in your congregational administration and 

ministry these initiatives? Think as global AND as 

speci7ic as you can.  

 

What is your congregation’s vision and does that align 

with the LCNZ vision? (If not you might have 

dif7iculties to get funding. ) Does your administration 

put into action what was decided at the summit and 

then adjusted it to your speci7ic congregational 

situation in terms of use of building or communication 

or personal etc?  

 

For example, CoS (Council of Synod) has seen that 

there needs to be an improvement of communication 

within the LCNZ (see Initiative 3) which resulted in 

By Katharina C. Borszik 
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reporting in bullet points on the quarterly meetings in 

the Presidents News Letter and the Olive Tree. What 

else can CoS’s communication improve on? How can 

you improve the communication with CoS? - would be 

a question you can ask yourself and your congregation 

and you would start to implement one initiative from 

the summit. 

 

Another example is LSM (Lutheran Support Ministries) 

during their visioning and strategic planning 

workshop. We looked at the initiatives and which ones 

would have impact on the LSM work and out of each 

initiative bullet points were selected that applied to the 

responsibilities to LSM (more info on the bullet points 

see Olive Tree article September 2010). For example 

training group leaders /its with initiative 2 which has 

in/luence  of the youth work and Kogudus work LSM 

does but also connecting people with resources. 

 

After identifying relevant points from the initiatives, 

they gave direction for developing goals and tangible 

items to reach these goals which align with what was 

discussed at the summit. Not all initiatives were 

applicable to LSM and some goals are 3 years in the 

future but you have to start somewhere and with what 

falls in your reach. 

 

So I am putting it out there, a call to you all who read 

this to share with us what you have changed since the 

Summit 2010 in your congregation because of what we 

worked out in the visioning process in Auckland.  

 

Also, have I mentioned that there is help, if you have 

trouble getting started? Depending on where you are 

and what you need LSM, CoS, grassroots training, your 

president and myself are just an email away. 

 

May God bless you in implementing the change and the 

new direction our church is going so the Glory be to 

him in the end. 

 

ResourcesResourcesResourcesResources    

 

♦ presidents newsletter: send an email to 

itof/icer@lca.org.au giving the email address you 

need included requesting subscription to 

President of the Lutheran Church of New 

Zealand newsletter  

♦ Grassroots Training: www.grassroots.edu.au  

♦ LSM contact: Chair Pastor Lee Kroehn Of/ice 06 

357 0030 leekroehn@inspire.net.nz  

♦ CoS Contact: Chair Judy Calder 03 384 1269 

judycalder@hotmail.com  

♦ LCNZ website: www.lutheran.org.nz  

♦ Twenty20 blog: 

twenty20experience.blogspot.co.nz  

♦ Olive Tree with 2010 Summit Summary: 

www.lutheran.org.nz/information.php?

info_id=27  

  

Botany Lutheran Church  
Ordination Service for Pastor Tat Ming TsuiOrdination Service for Pastor Tat Ming TsuiOrdination Service for Pastor Tat Ming TsuiOrdination Service for Pastor Tat Ming Tsui 
 

The journey of faith began around 2 years ago. April 

2010, Rev David Chiang announced his retirement 

from the Pastor’s position at Botany Lutheran Church. 

At age 68, he had been serving the Lord and His 

Church for more than 40 years. He has been a loyal 

servant to the Lord all his life and had been building 

up BLC (Botany Lutheran Church) for more than 7 

years since its formation. His departure from the Pas-

tor’s position was not an easy decision at all - both for 

himself and the congregation - however we all knew it 

was a necessary one.  It was time to move on, time for 

a new leader to rise.  

 

This was a great challenge for the Botany congrega-

tion. We had little /inance to service the debt we took 

on for the new church building not too long ago, let 

along the salary for a new pastor. David had been 

serving the church many years without a salary, and 

this luxury seems to have come to an end.  

 

It was a journey of faith from the beginning. God has 

been showing his faithfulness and grace throughout 

the journey.  

 

There were many occasions where the executive com-

mittee felt overwhelmed by the problems and chal-

lenges coming our way, a couple of time the thought of 

giving up came among our discussions. There was a 

period when the morale was low, that coming to 

church every Sunday was just ful/illing a duty.  

 

I remember once I asked God: “Father, do You not care 

that we are perishing?”  

 

As I prayed, a verse came to me: Mark 4:38(AMP) 

when the disciples were in the storm, they cried 

“Master, do you not care that we are perishing?”. Jesus 

answered, ““““Why are you so timid and fearful? How is it Why are you so timid and fearful? How is it Why are you so timid and fearful? How is it Why are you so timid and fearful? How is it 
that you have no faith?that you have no faith?that you have no faith?that you have no faith?””””     

 

What a powerful reminder it was. Nothing changed 

overnight, no money fell out from the sky nor did we 

win any lotto. Our problem were still in front of us. 

Amazingly, we overcame the “too dif/icult” situations 

again and again. As we looked back from now, we re-

alised that God had always stood by us and carried us 

through the tough times.  

 

God is never incapable, but because our faith is too 

small. 

 

-Mark Tung 



Council of Synod met from the earlier time of 3pm on 

the Friday (instead of the usual 7pm) in order to share 

a meal in fellowship together in the evening. This was 

followed by supper hosted by President Mark and 

Leanne Whit/ield. 

 

LCNZ National Of/iceLCNZ National Of/iceLCNZ National Of/iceLCNZ National Of/ice 

This was the /irst Council of Synod meeting at the new 

LCNZ National Of/ice at Level 1, 101 Molesworth 

Street, Wellington. President Mark Whit/ield conduct

ed a brief rite of dedication of the of/ice during his 

opening devotion which was followed by prayer and a 

hymn. The new LCNZ administrator, Robert Hagen, 

was welcomed to his /irst Council of Synod meeting. 

Regular National Of/ice staff meetings with the Presi

dent, Treasurer, LCNZ Administrator, LSM Administra

tor and Archivist have been initiated. 

 

President's ReportPresident's ReportPresident's ReportPresident's Report 

President Mark reported on "getting intentional with 

the initiatives" of the LCNZ July 2010 Summit. 

 

LCNZ Convention of SynodLCNZ Convention of SynodLCNZ Convention of SynodLCNZ Convention of Synod 

The date and location for the next Convention of Synod 

is 89 June 2013, location to be con/irmed. Council of 

Synod will establish a committee to gather nomina

tions for board members for the next synodical term. 

 

LCA General Convention of SynodLCA General Convention of SynodLCA General Convention of SynodLCA General Convention of Synod 

The Lutheran Church of Australia General Convention 

of Synod is being held in Adelaide in 2124 April 2013. 

Congregations are encouraged to be looking for dele

gates to attend. 

 

Salaries Advisory CommitteeSalaries Advisory CommitteeSalaries Advisory CommitteeSalaries Advisory Committee 

The Salaries Advisory Committee's recommendations 

were received and actioned by 

Council of Synod, including a +1% 

adjustment to Pastor's salaries. 

Council of Synod thanks the com

mittee for their work. 

 

Church Workers ConferenceChurch Workers ConferenceChurch Workers ConferenceChurch Workers Conference 

The most recent was held at St 

Paul's in Christchurch in October. 

Pastor Joe Kummerow and Ben 

Grulke were welcomed to their /irst 

conference. The event was reported 

as being very positive and the spir

itual retreat held during the confer

ence was well received. 

 

FinancialsFinancialsFinancialsFinancials 

Income is down and the LCNZ is 

running a de/icit because of the loss 

of interest from spent capital. 

There is little cash in reserve however the LCNZ has 

substantial noncurrent assets. Council of Synod has 

appointed a National Of/ice Task Force to pursue of/ice 

options that may reduce the overall cost to the LCNZ 

and also to leverage the location of the National Of/ice 

in Wellington. 

 

Gateway GiftGateway GiftGateway GiftGateway Gift 

The Gateway Gift Trust Board met and decided upon 

the major grant applications for 2013. The total grants 

requested exceeded the available income so not all ap

plications were fully funded. The board will be in con

tact with applicants shortly to let them know of the 

outcome of their applications. 

 

Lutheran Support MinistriesLutheran Support MinistriesLutheran Support MinistriesLutheran Support Ministries 

ο Kogudus Retreats planned for: 

• 57 April 2013 at Camp Morley, Clarks Beach, 

Pukekohe. 

• 68 September 2013 at Foxton Bible Camp, 

Foxton Beach. 

ο Youth Camp planned for 1519 July 2013 at Rua

paheu Christian Camp. 

ο Discussion was had about plans for helping action 

the the LCNZ July 2010 Summit initiatives: 

• LSM meeting for a one day workshop in Janu

ary to work on initiative 5, "Leverage our as

sets to support ministry and mission" to estab

lish a proposal on a national ministry ap

proach to bring to Convention of Synod in 

2013. 

• running a LCNZ wide evangelism program in 

2013 to work on initiatives 1 and 4, 

"Increasing spiritual depth" and "Develop a 

proactive mission culture". 

Council of Synod and Gateway Gi> Trust Board Mee�ngs 
Held 23Held 23Held 23Held 2324 November 2012 24 November 2012 24 November 2012 24 November 2012     
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