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Where Love Comes to Life 
LONGEST LUTHERAN LUNCH WRAP UP 
 
Kicking off the Longest Lutheran Lunch celebration for 
the LCA were our congregations in the New Zealand 
district. It was a close tie for who would have started 
first, as most of the fellowships got cracking on the 
lunchtime festivities straight after their Sunday 
morning worship services.  
 
In Auckland, at Botany there 
was maybe not the longest 
Lutheran sermon, but 
definitely a message that 
taught about food and how it 
helps us understand the 
gospel. Vicar Tat reports that 
he "academically" explored 
what food really meant in 
Jesus' time, but only for long 
enough to notice his hungry 
stomach was asking him to 
stop, and so made the 
conclusion that meal = 
acceptance. 
 
“Our Lord is really present as 
the real host in the meal, and 
he accepts us whatever and 
where ever we are”. What a 
gift we have in the meal of 
Holy Communion.  
Unfortunately Vicar Tat 
reports that creativity on LLL 
day was lacking; he believes 
people are more interested in 
the tasty food than his sermon. As consolation he 
reminds us “Oh well, anyone who give a cup of water to 
the least of the brother, this person must be rewarded, 
true. 
 
All in all, a day of fun, fellowship and celebration, as 
always occurs with the Botany community as they 
share a meal.  

In Auckland, Mountainside, around 100 people cleared 
the car park, assembled a long row of tables, set out 
carafes of juice and water, arranged Luther quizzes to 
entertain, and long French rolls and long carrot sticks 
to nibble on while waiting for lunch which commenced 
at Midday. Mountainside members also took the 
opportunity to invite their neighbours to join them for 

a free lunch, distributing 
vouchers in their letterboxes. 
In the Manawatu, St Luke’s 
and Trinity joined forces in 
Palmerston North after a 
combined worship service and 
close to 70 sat at a long line 
table assembled in the hall, 
eating by midday.  
 
Just over 40 people attended 
and participated with the folk 
at Tauranga Lutheran 
Fellowship at the Carmel 
Country Community Centre: 
16 from Hamilton (11 in a 
mini-bus), 2 from Whakatane 
and 4 from Kawerau. And 
what of our Lutheran heritage 
in NZ? In Tauranga the service 
had a reformation theme with 
Luther’s Rose explained, and 
stickers of the Rose 
distributed at lunch along 
with the new tract from LLL 
Tract Mission: Martin Luther: 
The Reformation of the 
Church. Selected quotes from 

Luther’s Table talk were also shared over lunch.  
 
We had a diverse section of people with three 
members from Paupa New Guinea on an educational 
course in hopes of starting a Lutheran University of 
Christianity, an ex farmer (Ken Heard) the eldest at 91 
still enjoying the fruits of his labour, people originally 

(Continued on page 4) 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe 
Place Committee has established a 

confidential service for responding to 
complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment by 

church employees. Trained advisers are 
available to help. FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 
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FOR SALE 

 

"I have for sale the complete set, 55 

volumes of Luther's Works (the "American 

edition") as published by the Concordia 

publishing house.  

 

I purchased these at a cost of around 

$1500NZ in the early 1980s (equivalent to 

over $4000 in today's $). Other than my 

name on the inside cover, which can be 

covered with a sticker, they are in "as 

new" condition.  

 

Most have never been read, and a few have 

been read once only. I am asking $800 for 

the set. An ornamental stained glass 

"Seal of Martin Luther" which I received 

as one of the original purchasers of the 

set, will be given to whoever purchases 

it at this price."  

 

Please contact Peter Bertram by email. 

peter.bertram@ponatahi.school.nz 

Mark and Leanne Whitfield's 
new address: The President's 
Manse; 
 
43 Amapur Drive 
Khandallah 
Wellington 6035 
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FAREWELL! 
 
I am sitting in my son’s (Harry) 
room using our family computer 
with the sound of the packers 
from New Zealand Removals 
ringing through the house. All of 
our worldly belongings are now 

in boxes or wrapped up in heavy duty wrapping 
awaiting the arrival of the shipping container. This 
activity, along with so many other things over the 
past two months, remind me again and again that our 
time here in New Zealand is coming to an end. 
 
Gaylea, Maria, Harry and Abigail and I would like to 
thank both the members of Mountainside Lutheran 
Church and the wider Lutheran Church of New 
Zealand for making us feel very much at home here in 
New Zealand for the past seven years. We have never 
regretted our decision to come and live and serve the 
church here in Auckland.  
 
During this time, I and the family have managed to 
visit most of the congregations around the LCNZ. We 
have also managed to visit most parts of this beautiful 
country. We will leave New Zealand with many happy 
memories of our time here. 
 
As I prepare to leave my ministry to the people of 
Mountainside Lutheran Congregation, I do so 
knowing that I have grown tremendously during my 
time as their pastor. I have also benefited from my 
involvement in the wider LCNZ. 
 
The Lord of the Church has called us to a new 
ministry and life in Ipswich. As we leave Auckland 
and New Zealand after Christmas, we do so with a 
sense of sadness, but also excitement for the future. I 
pray that God will continue to bless the Lutheran 
Church of New Zealand. May God be with President 
Elect Pastor Mark Whitfield, with the elected leaders 
of the church, with my fellow church workers and 
with all the members of the wider Lutheran Church of 
New Zealand.  
 
I would like to leave you with a word of 
encouragement from the book of Proverbs. These 
verses were our wedding text, and I have always 
drawn comfort and confidence from them. 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely 
on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths. (Proverbs 
3:5,6). 
 
Yours in Christ 
Pastor Milton Fritsch. 

SAVE THE DATE 

ChildSafe and Safe Palce Training for the  
 
Upper North Island 
Hosted by: Mountainside Lutheran Church, Auckland 
 
Saturday 21st January 
Team Member ChildSafe Training  
For all volunteers in ministry with children under 18 years 
9-2pm, including morning tea and lunch 
 
Followed immediately by 
Safe Place Training  
2:15pm-4:30pm 
For all volunteers in a position of leadership in the Lutheran 
Church or in ministry with children or adults. 
 
Sunday 22nd January 
12:30-4:30pm 
ChildSafe Team Leader training 
For anyone leading a children's or youth ministry team of 
volunteers 
 
5-7pm  
ChildSafe Coordinator training.  To be enjoyed over dinner. 
 

Lower North Island 
Hosted by: Manawatu Lutheran Parish, Palmerston North 
At St. Lukes Lutheran Church, 250 Church Street, Palmerston 
North 
 
Saturday 14th January 
Team Member ChildSafe Training  
For all volunteers in ministry with children under 18 years 
9-2pm, including morning tea and lunch 
Followed immediately by 
Safe Place Training  
2:15pm-4:30pm 
For all volunteers in a position of leadership in the Lutheran 
Church or in ministry with children or adults. 
 
Sunday 15th January 
12:30-4:30pm 
ChildSafe Team Leader training 
For anyone leading a children's or youth ministry team of 
volunteers 
5-7pm  
ChildSafe Coordinator training 
To be enjoyed over dinner. 
Billets an be arranged for any volunteers who require over-
night accommodation to attend both Saturday and Sunday 
training. 
Please contact Anna Kroehn (06) 3543527 or 0212752707 or 
anna_kroehn@hotmail.com to request accommodation. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Kogudus II - Prayer  
27 – 29 April 2012 at Ngaruawahia. 
“Growing In a Relationship not Mastering a Technique” 
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from South Africa, America and Australia and England. 
It made for a very interesting luncheon. The lunch 
consisted many German dishes, including various 
wurst, apple cake, potato salad, pickled herring, and 
sauerkraut. The food was great and the company 
amazing. 
 
Twenty-seven in total joined the Longest Lutheran 
Lunch at Summerset Retirement Village (Palmerston 
North), and all sat in tables arranged in a large L shape. 
Palmerston North members invited residents of the 
retirement village and had several newcomers in their 
midst. 1 Lutheran travelled from the Hawke’s Bay, a 
two hour drive (Ryan), and the longest travelling were 
Sandy & Tera who had arrived from the USA the day 
before (mum & sister of Ryan). 

After lunch and before worship, Tuk, a Japanese home-
stay with two Lutheran members played two delightful 
pieces of music on his violin. After worship we 
concluded with a cuppa and some long, luscious wafer 
sticks and more fellowship. Three more residents and 
our pianist and a singer had joined us. Everyone 
enjoyed the afternoon thoroughly. 
 
All around the country, God used the longest Lutheran 
lunch to provide opportunities for our heritage to be 
celebrated, the gospel to be proclaimed and for people 
to experience the genuine fellowship only to be found 
in Christian Community. What a great way to see Love 
coming to Life in our church, right around the country! 

(Continued from page 1) 

The PNG visitors who joined for lunch in Tauranga 

The long lunching at St Luke’s, Palmerston North 

More feasting over fellowship in Botany 
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L-shaped dining at Summerset Retirement 
Village, Palmerston North 

Above and below: The delicious 
food at the Botany banquet 

Lunching in a long line at Tauranga 
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WHERE  LOVE  COMES  TO  LIFE 
MISSION TRIP TO CHRISTCHURCH 
Sharolyn Mollet 
 
The secular world was doing lots for the people of 
Christchurch and so my prayer was “how can I help 
them please Lord?” 
And the Lord’s Answer:-  “A children’s Holiday 
Program and some practical help”. 
 
I wasn’t the only one who had prayed this prayer, so 
when Logan was asked if he wanted to come on this 
trip he didn’t have to think too hard about it as it was 
an answer to his same prayer. 
 
From October 11 – 13 we were involved 
in ‘Turbo Time’ at St Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Palmerston North, and then on 
the 17th of October we headed to 
Christchurch to lead ‘Kidz Klub Max’ at St 
Paul’s Lutheran Church from 18 – 20 
October. 
 
The Holiday Program material we were 
using was entitled ‘Pyramid Rock’. It was 
three afternoons learning about Joseph 
and his God – with a key word for each 
day. On Day 1, the key word being 
“planner”, children learnt that God has a 
plan for our life.  Day 2, the word “helper” 
reminded us that God helps us in all 
situations and Day 3, the word “forgiver” 
taught of God’s forgiveness, and that we 
can forgive as we have been forgiven. 
 
Three teenage volunteers (Karl Woods, Wendy Woods 
and Logan Peck) sacrificed their school holidays to be 
involved in these two children’s outreach ministries 
and saw their faith grow. What an uplifting learning 
experience, getting alongside these children – who 
didn’t know us on that first day - and how in three 
afternoons these relationships had grown.  One girl 
made a card with all our names on it to say “thank you”. 
 
Wendy shared in a testimony time with the children 
how she had asked a friend to forgive her after their 
not talking for a couple of years after a fall out. This 
prompted a participant in Christchurch to share how 
they had had a fight with a friend before the holidays 
and had been trying to put it right.  This person asked 
Wendy questions about her situation, prayed for their 
own situation and told Wendy they hoped her 
friendship with her friend would get better. What an 
example of ‘Where love comes to life!’.   
But wait, there is more!  Wendy had applied to 
Warrambui for an internship for 2012 and she was a 
little anxious as to whether she would be accepted, and 
also if she would be able to relate to this primary 
school age group, and there it happened. In her 

Palmerston North cell group she had been learning 
how to share her testimony and then she was given the 
opportunity at Kidz Klub Max to do this with a positive 
response to follow.  How good is our God? !!!!!  The 
other good news is that Wendy has been accepted for 
the internship. 
 
The trip also provided an amazing opportunity for 
Logan to be reacquainted with his Granddad who he 
had not seen for ten years.  This was a real blessing for 
them both. 
We went to share God’s love and we all came away 
having received so very much – our cup overflowed. 
 

Thank you very much to all of those at St Paul’s 
Christchurch who helped us, encouraged us and 
blessed us beyond words. 
 
We had an interesting moment before we had even left 
the city boundary of Palmerston North.   
5am  -  we had picked up Logan and turned in the 
wrong direction (well it was early).  Soon after, Dennis 
see’s a blue light flashing behind him.  Yes, pulled over 
by the police.  An alarm had gone off at a business, near 
where we turned, and we were in a loaded up Boys 
High School Ute.  They were checking if we were in a 
stolen vehicle.  Praise God for our police who do a 
wonderful job and better to be sure than muck up.  
What a start – bit like Joseph’s story but we didn’t get 
sent to prison for something we hadn’t done.  We knew 
our Lord was with us ALL the time.  This just touches in 
a very small way what a wonderfully blessed time we 
all had.   
God’s love came to life abundantly – all glory to him. 
 
This ministry opportunity was supported by the 
Lutheran Support Ministry. 

Kids Klub Max participants re-inact the story of Joseph forgiving his brothers. 
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Kia tau ki a koutou, te atawhai me te rangimarie o te Atua.  Grace and peace to you from God. 
 
I love the theme of this synodical period we’re currently in – Where Love Comes to Life.  It’s 
simple, it’s refreshing, it’s challenging, it’s invitational and it’s something that can happen so 
easily, especially in the hands and hearts of the people of God. 
 
As I move around the Lutheran Church of New Zealand (LCNZ) – and I’ve visited quite a few 
places already – I’m aware of love coming to life everywhere and I thank God for that. 
 
Since my election to the presidency in June this year, my family and I have been the 
recipients of an abundance of love coming to life, and I want to thank you for that.  During 
the transition from parish pastoral ministry to presidency – which hasn’t gone as smoothly 
as we might have hoped for – we’ve received encouragement and love via text messages and 
emails, phone calls and visits, food vouchers and cards, and these days (because I’m now 
fully into the mod-cons of social networking), I also get the odd poke on Facebook   … some 
of these from as far away as the UK and the USA (that’s a long way to poke from!) 
 

Of course all that love coming to life doesn’t get its start in flawed, imperfect and fragile humanity like us.  It all starts with God.  
He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
 
I’m reminded of God starting this love thing as I visit and worship with you, and I’m especially reminded of the simple things He 
uses to speak His love into our lives   … some written and spoken words (the Word!), some water (together with the Word!), a 
piece of bread and a cup of wine (with the Word!), the love and friendship of other Christians who speak the Word to us – “the 
peace of the Lord.” 
 
Someone by the name of ‘Anonymous’ said that, Christmas began in the heart of God (and) it is complete only when it reaches 
the heart of mankind.  I think Anonymous was talking about love. 
 
Once again we are getting ready to celebrate that the love that begins in God’s heart reaches us again as a Saviour is born for us.  
You may have noticed that I only mentioned half of the love verse from 1 John 4:19 above; the complete verse goes like this; we 
love because He first loved us.  The old saying that tells us that love in our hearts wasn't put there to stay because love isn't love 
until we give it away, challenges us to complete the love connection / the love circle by reaching out to touch the hearts and lives 
of fellow mankind. 
 
As you meet for worship and fellowship and celebration this Advent and Christmas I encourage you to take the time to love 
someone else because God first loved you.  Let that simple act of love that is a baby in an animal feeding box inspire you to reach 
out and touch someone else with the lovely love of God that comes down at Christmas, for as someone said, God has no money 
but yours, He has no food but yours, no clothes but yours and no shoes but yours.  
 
I want to thank Pastor Milton Fritsch and Gaylea, and their children for sharing the ministry of God’s love with us here in the 
LCNZ since 2005.  We thank God for the servant-heart that Pastor Milton has had for the church here in New Zealand and 
especially for the congregations (including Botany) in the Auckland region.  We wish the Fritsch family every blessing as they 
conclude their time and ministry here, and as they prepare to return to Australia. 
 
My thanks also to Anna Kroehn for the way you have allowed the love of God to come to life in the pages of the Olive Tree over 
the past year.  Take a break from editorial duties, and receive the blessing of love come to life as you and Lee (and Owen and 
Imogen) wait for the arrival of God’s gift to you of your third child. 
 
And now, I pray for you all expectant joy this Advent, peace and happiness at Christmas time, and blessing in the New Year.  Kia 
noho a Ihowa ki a koutou / the Lord be with you! 

 

Mark Whitfield 
President Elect – Lutheran Church of New Zealand 

 
Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, star and Angels gave the sign. 
 
Love shall be our token, Love shall be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign. (Christina Rosetti, 1830-1894) 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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NEW YOUTH LOVING COMMUNITY WORKERS FOR 
UPPER MOUTERE! 
Chris Janetzki, Senior Pastor 
St Paul’s Lutheran Community Church, Upper Moutere 
 
As I continue to explore and get to know the top of the 
South Island, I am amazed at the number of small 
country churches that have closed their doors. And 
then I drive into the village of Upper Moutere and 
discover a small, vibrant church that are reaching out 
into their community and supporting a wide variety of 
people in the area.  

 
The congregation of St Paul’s Lutheran Community 
Church in Upper Moutere has been a place where love 
comes to life for well over the past 150 years, serving 
the community through many various activities and 
mission events in its entire life as a worshipping 
community. One way that love comes to life in this 
congregation is through the service of the new 
Community Youth Workers.  
 
For 15 years, the congregation in Upper Moutere have 

administered and supported the Moutere Community 
Youth Trust, which focuses on sourcing and acquiring 
the funding for this vital ministry; vital to our church 
and the kingdom of heaven, vital to the community of 
Upper Moutere.  
 
At the end of August, after a long, extensive search, the 
congregation thanked God for the appointment of 
Abbey and Andy Bensemann into the role of 
Community Youth Workers. Abbey and Andy were 
installed on September 4th at a service that was 
attended by over 90 people, half of whom were 

members of the community, showing how 
vital and impacting this ministry is.  
 
For Andy, a builder and joiner by trade, 
this was somewhat of a home coming. A 
child of the Upper Moutere congregation, 
his faith was cemented and nurtured as a 
youth in the Upper Moutere Youth Group, 
‘where I developed a large number of 
friendships that I have to this day,’ says 
Andy. ‘I want to provide the same 
environment that I had growing up, for the 
kids of this generation.’ Abbey and Andy 
met at another church in the Nelson region, 
where they were both working as youth 
leaders.  
 
‘It was Andy’s love and passion for youth 
that really made me fall in love with him,’ 
Abbey says. As a social worker who has a 
zeal for youth herself, it’s no surprise that 
these two have thrown themselves into the 
work of spreading God’s kingdom, and 
enhancing the lives of the young people in 
Upper Moutere through their Youth 
Groups and their involvements as 
chaplains in both the Upper Moutere 
Primary School and Dovedale Primary  
School.  
 
Abbey and Andy don’t only show love 
coming to life in their roles as Community 
Youth Workers. Only twelve months 
previous to their appointment as 
Community Youth Workers, Abbey and 
Andy had two boys join their family, 
Shayden 11, and Jamey, 8. This new, but 

closely knit family have brought their passion for 
young people, openness and willingness to listen to the 
people they minister to, and their energy and 
commitment to the Lord, into the role that they have. 
And already, the community of Upper Moutere is being 
blessed by their presence.  
 
‘You can’t expect young people to trust you straight off, 
but once they know you’ll listen and show an interest, 
they open up,’ explains Abbey. She already found that 

The Bensemann Family: Jamie, Abbey, Shayden and Andy 
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to be the case on their weekly visits to Upper Moutere 
School, spending time with children in the classroom 
and during lunch breaks.  
 
The Upper Moutere Community have been blessed for 
15 years by the presence of a church based Community 
Youth Worker. As Abbey and Andy settle into their new 
role, we can see that this ministry is showing the world 
that St Paul’s Lutheran Community Church in Upper 
Moutere is a place where love comes to life.  
 
 

GOD'S FAITHFULNESS AT ST. PAUL'S, UPPER 
MOUTERE 
Merlene Bensemann 
  
With the arrival of Pastor Chris & Haidee Janetzki in 
February 2011 our prayers were answered, and what a 
blessing they are, not only to our congregation but also 
to the Upper Moutere community.  They are full of 
enthusiasm and ideas and it is wonderful to see several 
new young families now joining us in Sunday worship 
services. 
  
Another blessing is Abbey and Andrew Bensemann 
who have been appointed as youth workers for the 
church and community.  They both have backgrounds 
in working with young people, and they too have many 
new creative ideas for the youth of this community. 
  
We feel very blessed to be moving forward after a 
really difficult few years.  In 2007 our pastor resigned 
following some very tough months for the 
congregation and for the pastor and his family.   Little 

did we know then, that we would be 
without a resident pastor for 4 years. 
  
Although a few people left during this 
time, most of the members were prepared 
to do extra work to keep this congregation 
going.  We were very grateful to Steve 
Bosecke who gave of his time and talents 
to lead many services in Upper Moutere 
and the Hope Congregations. Andy Marr 
and  the lay readers and musicians were 
wonderful in providing services and 
music.  It was a time of supporting and 
loving and caring for each other. 
  
During this time we were very blessed 
with the interim pastors who came for 3 
months at a time.  We welcomed Ern and 
Margarete Sabel who came from Australia 
three times during the 4 years - they are a 
wonderful couple and God's love shines 
through them.  We also had Rob Erickson, 
Martin and Liz Schirmer from Australia, 
and Jim and Lorrie Bergquist from 

America. 
  
Like many congregations we were struggling 
financially and couldn't support a fulltime 
pastor.  However we did have extra land with a 
separate tittle, and after much discussion, it was 
decided to sell this land and invest the money.  The sale 
process was long and very difficult, but eventually it 
was sold, and  the money is now invested with the LLL, 
and the interest helps towards the pastor's salary. 
  
Our old manse built in 1924 was also in need of being 
upgraded, which was a real challenge for the 
congregation.  The members worked together under 
the capable leadership of our chairperson, Jenny Briars, 
who did a fantastic job with the renovations. We were 
still completing work on the manse the same week 
Chris and Haidee arrived!  Four weeks later a garden 
party was held in the grounds of the manse.  It was a 
special way of saying thank you to all those who had 
helped with the renovations.  It was a great afternoon 
of fun and laughter and getting to know Chris and 
Haidee. 
  
When driving into Upper Moutere village, the church 
spire stands tall for all to see.  We are the only church 
in this community and we are here to serve the 
community in anyway we can.  We have a food bank so 
families in need can be given a food parcel.  More food 
parcels are given out during December and January as 
some families struggle over the Christmas and school 
holiday period. 
  
We have a Family Service on the first Sunday of the 
month where the muppets entertain the children (and 

Pastor Chris Janetzki sharing a welcoming gift at their installation service: an RI 
book representing the work they are doing in the Upper Moutere school 



Where Love Comes to Life 

 

10  

LOVING POLICIES: IS THAT EVEN POSSIBLE? 
Chris Janetzki, Senior Pastor, St Paul’s Lutheran 
Community Church, Upper Moutere 
 
Safe Place and ChildSafe, two polices of the church that 
have been thrust upon us in the LCNZ by an 
overzealous church body! I mean, surely child 
protection and safe interactions between the adult 
members of our congregations isn’t important enough 
for me to have to sit through a whole day of training 
(two hours of Safe Place and five hours of ChildSafe). 
It’s enough to make one want to cheer for the 
Wallabies... Well, considering I’m an Aussie, it’s enough 
to make one want to cheer for the All Blacks.  
 
Does this sound familiar? Perhaps this is your attitude 
towards Safe Place and ChildSafe. It’s something I 
heard a number of times when I told members of the 
Upper Moutere congregation that they were required 
to do these trainings. Sure, giving up our time to sit 
through this training is a pain, but whether we like it or 
not, these policies are important for anyone who is 
working with other adults, or anyone working with 

children in our congregations.  
 
So, with this in mind, nine of the Upper Moutere 
congregation members, mostly our elders and Church 
Council attended the Safe Place training and eight of 
our Sunday School and Youth Leaders attended 
ChildSafe training, giving up a very beautiful day in the 
top of the South Island. Our Community Youth 
Workers, Abbey and Andy Bensemann completed 
‘Team Leader’ training and I completed ‘Team 
Coordinator’ training to make us the first ChildSafe 
compliant church in New Zealand.  
 
Did we learn much? Well, we were taught what we 
needed to make sure our children’s programs are safe, 
and we are now aware of what steps we’re to take if we 
suspect issues of child abuse with any of the young 
people we come in contact with. In our Safe Place 
training we learnt about activities and behaviours 
between adults that are inappropriate. We learnt the 
appropriate steps to take if we have concerns about 
this behaviour.   
 

adults!).  Jane Bosecke and Leigh Briars do a wonderful 
show with the muppets Millie and Bonzo.  On the other 
Sundays the children go out to Sunday School and it is 
great to see more children coming along. 
 The Upper Moutere School is next to the church, and 
there is a great relationship between the church and 
school.  A dedicated 
t e a m  t e ac h 
R e l i g i o u s 
Instruction in the 
school on Monday 
afternoons.  The 
youth workers, 
Abbey and Andy 
spend the lunch 
times at the school 
talking to the 
children and 
helping them if 
they have any 
problems. 
  
There are two 
c o m m u n i t y 
festivals that the 
church is involved 
with. The Country 
Ocassion is held 
every 2 years at the Neudorf Winery.  The other event 
is the Sarau Festival held every year in January to 
celebrate the end of the blackcurrant harvest.  The 
church has stalls at both these ocassions, and many 
hundreds of people attend, as it is always a great day 
out in the country for everyone.  

  
The church holds two community carol services before 
Christmas.  One service is held in a local winery and 
the other one is in the church, which 
is always beautifully decorated.  It is a great way of 
reaching out to our community and is always well 

attended. 
  
History Tours of the 
Church, Cemetery 
and Village was set 
up in 2009.  Talks 
and tours had been 
going on for many 
years before, but 
with only a 
donation being 
asked for.  Now it is 
more structured at 
a cost of $10 per 
person, with the 
proceeds being put 
into a restoration 
fund for the church. 
 
St, Paul's church 
has been part of the 
village since 1864, 

with the present church being here since 1905.  Over 
the years there have been some difficult times, but 
there have also been many wonderful times.  God is 
faithful to His people as He promises in Romans 8:28 
'that all things work together for good to those who 
love God'. 
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Is this training for these 
two polices a waste of 
time? I think not. While 
they are a pain, and 
having to give up a few 
hours of our day to attend 
training is probably the 
last thing that I want to do 
with my day (I’d prefer to 
watch the All Black Vs 
Wallabies Semi Final 
again), if we are serious 
about our church being a 
place where love comes to 
life, then these training 
sessions, and these 
policies, are important.   
  
While the LCNZ steps 
forward showing that we 
are a church where love 
comes to life, it’s so 
important to provide a 
Safe Place and a ChildSafe 
environment. This way, all 
people that we minister to can come to know Jesus and 
his work in our world in a safe environment. If your 
congregation is not Safe Place or ChildSafe compliant, 
let me encourage you to sacrifice some of your time to 
further the work of the Kingdom of God in your 
community.    

Past or Lee Kroehn trains the Upper Moutere church in the Safe Place Policy as a part 
of a combined day of ChildSafe and Safe Place training, Saturday October 29, 2011 

LCA Safe Place Policy 
 
The policy covers 
complaints or allegations 
about sexual abuse and 
sexual harassment which 
may be made against 

workers or people in a position 
of trust or some church role/
position, paid and voluntary. 

LCA ChildSafe Policy 
 
A safety and risk management 
system with the focus is on keep-
ing children (and the people that 
work with them) safe and provid-
ing safe programs. 

See page three for details on 
ChildSafe and Safe Place training 

coming up in the Upper and Lower 
North Island. 
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THANKSGIVING DINNER IN THE MANAWATU 
Anna Kroehn 
 
Saturday 12th of November saw the Manawatu Parish 
come together for a very special Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Organised by the newly appointed Fellowship Director, 
Rachel Cuttle, a 3 
c o u r s e  m e a l , 
o v e r v i e w s  o f 
ministry and prayer 
was enjoyed across 
several hours in the 
St Luke’s church 
building. All major 
areas of ministry in 
the Parish had 
opportunity to share 
their thanksgivings 
for the past 12 
months. It was a very 
uplifting time for all 
present (about 50 
m e m b e r s  a n d 
friends, with around 
30 in apologies who 
wished they could 
have joined us!) to 
hear of all the 
amazing ministries and mission activities that the 
people of the Parish are participating in and being 
blessed by. 
 
In a matter of strange co-incidence, the last 
Thanksgiving Dinner was held 3 years previous in 
2008 when Rachel herself was preparing to leave for 
Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre as an intern 
in 2009. Rachel loved her time at Warrambui and has 
been an advocate for other young people to take up the 
opportunity ever since. This year, Wendy Woods, 18 
years old from Palmerston North, has applied and been 
successful to take part in the same internship program 
in 2012. Rachel has been excited, to say the least, since 
finding out about Wendy’s success and faith filled step 
she is taking. 
 
What a wonderful opportunity Rachel had at the 
Thanksgiving Dinner to give God praise for the 
Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre, the role it 

had played in her life, and also now will be having for 
Wendy. Rachel encouraged all present to pray for 
Wendy and encourage her as she steps out in faith on 
this journey in 2012, by presenting financial support to 
help Wendy pay for her flights to the internship in mid 
January. A retiring offering was collected with ample 

funds supplied to 
transport Wendy to 
Warrambui!  
 
What a great way to 
see love coming to 
life through the older, 
more financial 
members of our 
community, as they 
support a young 
person stepping out 
in faith to serve for 
12 months in a 
Lutheran conference 
and retreat centre. 
We pray God’s 
richest blessings on 
Wendy as she shows 
Australia God’s love 
coming to life, the 
Kiwi way!   

About Warrambui, taken from their website: 
“The internship program that began in small ways in 
1993 has seen more than 50 young adults from across 
the nation (and internationally) spend a minimum of 
one year living and working in the Warrambui 
community. For many interns this has been a vital year 
of submission, renewal and empowerment for God's 
call on their lives. Some have gone on to outstanding 
service in the church and the community. Some play 
vital leadership roles today in God's ongoing work at 
Warrambui.” 

Manawatu Parish members enjoy fellowship over a three course meal 

Rachel Cuttle (right) introduces Wendy Woods and the 
Warrambui Internship Program to the parish, before 
appealing for financial support. 
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DEVOTIONAL 

WHERE LOVE COMES TO LIFE 
 
In June this year, our church gathered together at our Convention of Synod under 
the theme of ‘Where Love Comes to Life’. It is a fitting theme for any church, because 
we are the place where God’s love does indeed come to life.  
 
The day I write this devotional is the last Sunday in the Church Year. Most places 
would have heard the gospel reading coming from Matthew 25, where Jesus warns 
the disciples that there is a time coming soon when Jesus would return to earth in all 
His power and glory. Jesus describes how the righteous, those who live by faith, 
were people whose love came to life. Jesus says in Matthew 25:35-36: ‘For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me (NIV).’   
 
The marker for these people is a faith 
that produces love – and not just an 
egotistical love, but a self sacrificing 
love. We don’t do this to earn our way 
into God’s good graces. Our God given 
faith springs forth with this love.   
 

We now enter Advent – a time of anticipation of Jesus’ coming, both remembering 
His birth at the first Christmas and His second coming. Since we are a church where 
love comes to life, how will we allow our faith, hope and love shine this Christmas?  
 
One way Anna and I like to send gifts that give beyond the Christmas season is to 
purchase ‘Gifts of Grace’ from Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS). It is a 
card we give to a family member or friend that allows ALWS to use the funds raised 
from the sales to give a pig in Cambodia; a school tutor in Nepal; or a soccer ball for 
kids at Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya. See www.alws.org.au/gifts-of-grace.html 
for more information.  
 
God’s love came to life in the person of Jesus Christ at that first Christmas. As we are 
filled with Him, God’s love shines into the world. This Christmas, be encouraged as 
you take heart in the promise from Matthew:  ‘let [your] light shine before others, so 
that they may see [your] good deeds and praise our Father in heaven’ (Matthew 
5:16 NIV). May our celebrations and giving be yet another marker in the world of 
God’s love coming to life! 
 
We pray: ‘Lord God, help us to be people where Your love comes to life: for our 
families, our friends, our communities, our nation and our world. We pray in Jesus’ 
name, Amen.’ 
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BOOK REVIEW BY GEORGINA PRESTON 
Against the Tide, Towards the Kingdom 
Jenny & Justin Duckworth 
 
I first heard of Urban Vision earlier this year. A vague 
reference here and there, I checked out their website 
and then kept seeing more references (mainly 
Anglican) to them. A modern ecumenical monastic 
community in Wellington? That has been around over 
15 years? Unbelievable. Against the Tide, Towards the 
Kingdom is their story. 
 
Jenny and Justin Duckworth and some of their friends 
took the decision 15-20 
years ago to live counter 
culturally, by Kingdom 
Value s, in community. They 
have shared “houses” with 
each other, and random 
passers-by from the margins 
of society. To use a cliché 
that fortunately never 
appears in the book, they 
were being the change they 
want to see. The have 
committed to live a life of 
voluntary simplicity, or 
generosity. Urban Vision 
formally became an order in 
2007. They are based in 
multiple households in 
W e l l i n g t o n  ( m a i n l y 
Newtown), Porirua and the 
Kapiti Coast. People can visit 
for a season or covenant for 
increasingly longer periods 
(3 x 1 year, 3 years then 6 
years).  
 
Urban Vision Members are 
committed to being bi-
vocational- i.e. self 
supporting and work in a 
range of careers. The 
Peoples Coffee- a well 
known Fair Trade supplier 
and cafe in Wellington was set up and is owned and 
run by an Urban Vision member. Addington Coffee Co-
op in Christchurch is also connected with Urban Vision. 
 
Their life isn’t easy. I couldn’t do what they do, live 
with the people they do.  Living with people with 
multiple addictions and mental health issues. 
Maximising the number of people who can live in a 
house.  Coming home from hospital with a sick new 
baby to a community arguing about who lives where is 
the stuff of nightmares.  Some of bad bits sound like 
horror versions of people worst flatting stories. The 
good bits sound amazing. 

 
Urban Vision have approached the Kingdom from 
many directions. Living the gospel by sharing their 
lives with the marginalised; taking a bicultural journey; 
lowing their carbon foot print (bicycles and 
hitchhiking, opshoping and growing their own veggies) 
Urban Vision have developed rhythms of thrice daily 
prayer. Yet members also belong to local churches of 
different denominations. Jenny comments on how they 
have found their way from very spontaneous type of 
prayer and worship to a very liturgical one. It’s hard to 
be spontaneous at fixed times, three times a day, 365 
days a year. 
 

Against the Tide is quite a 
short book and there are so 
many parts I would like to 
quote- so much of it is 
quotable. Here is one section 
where I recognized myself –
an addict to consumerism. 
 
“For all of us, a good rhythm 
allows us to live more easily in 
the face of the consumer 
machine. In the same way 
that alcoholics in recovery 
have no option but to live a 
disciplined life for the rest of 
their lives, I am a self-seeking 
consumer addicted to luxury, 
in recovery for the rest of my 
life. I realized how our 
addictions worked as I shared 
my life with other addicts. We 
too, in hard times, reach back 
for the things which will ease 
our pain, numb our 
conviction, remove difficult 
challenges. I want to buy 
something: chocolate, coffee, 
a cool new frock, a movie, a 
night in a hotel. I need to buy 
something. Learning to say no 
to my incessant need for more 

will always be hard for me. My life rhythm helps me live 
true to my convictions that this is not the answer. At the 
end of a disciplined day I can find some joy in knowing 
that I have not destroyed the planet, others or myself. In 
fact I’m adding to the good news round the place. And 
God feels closer when I take away all the barriers I place 
between us.” P 60-61 (emphasis mine) 

 
Both Jenny Duckworth and her husband Justin are 
named as authors but Against the Tide is written 
entirely in Jenny’s voice.   
 
This book is published by a US publisher and 
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 For God’s hand of healing over our President Elect Pastor Mark Whitfield.  Pray that over these 
next weeks he will be restored to full health.  Pray for Leanne and the family at this time. 

 Thank God for the new President’s manse recently purchased. 

 Thank God for the work Anna had done as Olive Tree Editor and pray God’s guidance for Dan 
Carswell as he takes over the Editor’s role. 

 For Wayne, Samantha and Liam George.  May God bless Wayne as he finishes up his studies at 
Australian Lutheran College and as he waits to be assigned to his first ministry in the LCA/NZ. 

 Thank God for Wendy Woods of St Luke’s, Palmerston North being accepted as an intern at 
Warrambui and for God’s provision, protection and strength as she goes to serve in this 
ministry. 

 Thank God for our General President Pr Mike Semmler and all pastors who serve us in the 
LCNZ. 

 Praise God for sending his Son Jesus and that in the season of Advent we will share with family 
and friends about his purpose for coming as a babe so many years ago.  

 Pray God’s peace for those countries where there is war, strife, famine, political unrest. 

 Thank God that Jesus is the Prince of Peace and that we live in a country of peace.  

contribute prayer points:  mollets@inspire.net.nz 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

presumably aimed at an international audience as 
widely known Te Reo Maori words and phrases appear 
italicised and usually translated which feels slightly 
odd.   
 
Cascade Books has a whole series called the New 
Monastic Library. This is volume eight! This seems to 
be indicative of the growth of the New Monasticism 
worldwide. Also known as intentional communities 
(this wider phrase includes groups which are not 
Christian but are based on a shared philosophy of 
some kind), this counter- cultural movement is, I think, 
a prophetic voice in our time, crying out for change. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer apparently said that “the 
restoration of the church will surely come only from a 
new type of monasticism which has nothing in 
common with the old but a complete lack of 
compromise in a life lived in accordance with the 
Sermon on the Mount in the discipleship of 
Christ” (quoted from secondary sources) 
 
Against the Tide, towards the Kingdom is an amazing 
book. I highly recommend it. I couldn’t do what they do 
but am inspired to make some changes to my life.  
Knowing that there are people out there doing this 
helps. God values lots of different ways of doing church 

and being  the Kingdom and this book is an example of 
some of them.  
 
To Find out More: 
Read the book! 
 
Against the Tide, Towards the Kingdom 
Jenny & Justin Duckworth 
Cascade Books 2011, 111pages  
Available from http://www.praxispacific.org/     
NZ$21.50 +p&p 
 
You can read more about Urban Vision’s covenant and 
values on their website http://www.urbanvision.org.nz/   
They have a  page of links to other monastic communities 
and social justice organisations.   (Including Youth for 
Christ, which I remembered for its rallies during my youth 
group days, which has re-invented itself as Incedo, a 
missional community) 
 
Other resources:  http://24-7prayer.com/ prayer and its 
New Zealand counterpart http://karakia.co.nz/ 



CHANGING TIMES 
AN UPDATE FROM THE COUNCIL OF SYNOD 
Judy Calder, Chairperson, LCNZ Council of Synod 
 
We are in the midst of rapidly changing times in our 
church, with lots of exciting and different things 
happening in our congregations around the country. 
From strong holiday programmes to courses of 
instruction, camps, calls out for two new pastors and 
Twenty/20, there is much happening.  
 
Our church elected a new President in June of this year 
at our Synod in Wellington.  This was a time of joyful 
acclamation, when we were able to share in the good 
news of a successor for Pastor Robert (and Betsy) 
Erickson.   The changeover period allocated for the 
Presidency is three months.  This enables the outgoing 
President to complete his term of office and spend 
some time with the incoming President.  It also ensures 
that the President elect is able to finalise matters 
within his own parish and ensure a smooth transition. 
 
However, matters changed quickly when it was clear 
that Pastor Mark Whitfield (who had been unwell for 
nearly two years), was instructed by his medical 
advisors to reduce his workload and take time out.  
This meant that an Acting President (Pastor Milton 
Fritsch) was appointed to cover the role, for an 
undefined period. We are grateful to him and give 
thanks to our God that this meant continuity for the 
church. 
 
The LCNZ moved its National Office to Wellington at 
the end of 2010 and a modern four bedroom home 
(Hawtrey Terrace) was purchased for the President in 
Johnsonville.  The home, though smaller than the LCA 
guidelines, was very satisfactory for President Erickson 
and his wife.  Office premises  were rented in a central 
location.  These financial commitments came within 
the allocated budget and it was intended that those 
property deals would be able to meet our needs 
satisfactorily  
 
When the family needs of  the incoming President were 
considered, it was outlined that it would be more 
appropriate to have improved living areas 
and more suitable playing spaces for a 
young family. Council of Synod began to re-
look at the housing situation  after Pastor 
Mark was elected and continued to have 
discussions with him and his family 
throughout this period.   
 
Council of Synod then sought the approval 
of Synod delegates to sell the Hawtrey 
Terrace property and purchase another, 
more suitable, manse.   There was 
widespread support for this initiative.  A 
large number of property inspections were 
made before a good possibility stood out.  

With much prayer and discussion, everything came 
together well.   
 
We thank God that 
 Hawtrey Terrace sold well and within a good 

time frame 
 A new manse has been purchased in the 

Wellington suburb of Khandallah 
 The Whitfield family will move in just before 

Christmas 
 St Pauls, Wellington, has been so supportive in 

providing on going accommodation for the 
Whitfields 

 Pastor Milton is providing excellent support for 
our church 

 The LCA has continued to work alongside us and 
give assistance 

 
We need to remember in our prayers 
 To support Pastor Mark, Leanne and their three 

girls 
 The newly appointed LCNZ Vice President – 

Pastor John Davison 
 Pastor Chris Janetzki who has been appointed 

Pastor rep on CoS. 
 
 
What Comes Next for Council of Synod? 
 The sale of the surplus former Whakatane manse 

–( to free up additional funds and part of our 
property rationalization) 

 The appointment of a new Administrator at 
National Office 

 The decision on Pastor Mark’s health progress 
and future direction 

 Consideration of long term national office space 
in Wellington 

 and, most importantly 
 Planning to develop the five initiatives from the 

Auckland Summit 
 
 
There are many challenges and much activity.  May God 
guide us and lead us as we work together on this way 
forward.   


