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NO ROOM IN THE INN 
LUKE 2 v 1-7 
Wayne George, Mountainside, Auckland 
 

I was reflecting on the words of Luke 
2:7 where Mary “laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in 
the inn.”  
Considering the “vibe” and the hustle 
and bustle that must have been 
prevalent in Bethlehem’s town that 
night due to the 
census being taken, 
the question begs to 
be asked – have 
t h i n g s  r e a l l y 
changed that much? 
Sure, lifestyles are 
much more modern, 
and technological, 
but the rushing to-
and-fro, the busy-
ness of life, has that 
really changed? The 
occupation by other 
things, of time and 
space in our hearts 
and lives, which 
should be reserved 
for Christ – has this really changed? 
In this article I’d like to highlight a few 
thoughts surrounding the “closed 
door”. The aim of this narrative is by no 
means intended to be a theological 
discourse. It’s intended to encourage, 
motivate and inspire us to always 
ensure that the “doors” in our lives, 
this Christmas, are not shut. May there 
always be “room in the inn” for Jesus 
this Christmas. Be blessed! 
 
THE REALITY OF THE CLOSED DOOR 
The idea of  “inn” / hotel / resort  
conjures up images of luxury, comfort, 
and royal treatment.  Buffet meals, 
squeaky clean crockery, sterling 

silverware and the like! 
 
While the inns of Bible times may not 
have had all the luxuries we know 
today, they were certainly luxurious 
when compared to the smelly, grimy 
stable which the Saviour of the world, 
the King of Glory was born in!  
 
Surely we’d expect the Saviour of the 
world; the King of Glory to have been 

given a place in the lap of luxury! But 
alas!  

There was no fresh, soft linen-lined 
crib. He needed to be content with 
swaddling, hessian sacks. Why? 
There was no room in the inn! 

There was no thick pile carpet to 
tickle his tiny toes. Straw-strewn, 
dung-covered floors had to suffice. 
Why? There was no room in the inn! 

No soft, serene music filling the 
lounge air. The lowing of cows and 
the bleating of sheep was all that 
the Saviour had to “serenade” Him 
to sleep. Why? There was no room in 
the inn! 

 
Jesus Christ, who left glorious riches of 
Heaven behind to step into the realm of 
mankind, was allocated, assigned and 
confined to a dark, gloomy, smelly 
stable! Why? There was no room in the 
inn! 
The rooms in the inn were occupied by 
others. “No room in the inn” is a 
statement  that echoes through the 
corridors of history, from generation to 

generation, across 
the length and 
breadth of the earth, 
from the hearts of 
humankind. 
 
The King of kings 
and Lord of lords  
sits in the back 
corner of the “stable” 
because the best 
parts of one’s life in 
many cases are 
occupied by other 
things. 
The Founder and 
Head of the Church 
is delegated to the 

corner of the “stable”, while men and 
women vie for titles, positions and 
power! 
 
During the hustle and bustle of 
Christmas, the best areas of many 
individual’s lives are filled and 
occupied by stuff when the Christ of 
Christmas is confined to the back 
corner of a smelly “stable”, 
conveniently ignored! 
 
I ask myself the question as I pen this 
(and may you do the same, dear 
reader): “Wayne, is there room in the 
inn tonight? Have you given Christ the 
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A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe Place Committee has established a 
confidential service for responding to complaints of sexual abuse/ harassment 
by church employees. Trained advisers are available to help.  
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A Christmas Blessing  

“Oh what a Beautiful Christmas morn our dear 
Saviour Jesus is born, 
In a lowly manager he lay, a stable full of hay, 
while sheep, oxen, cattle and camel bray the 
glorious news  that day,   
Salvations gift,  God’s  fulfilment  to man. 
A star, Angels , Wisemen to fully proclaim the 
marvellous news of our Glorious Lord’s birth. 
Hosanna In The Highest, Peace on Earth To Men”. 
 
May God’s Love, Peace and Joy be with you and 
your families this Holiday Season. 
Thank you so much for your kindness and 
fellowship during my visit to New Zealand. 
 

Ruth Evansky 

Betsy Erickson’s sister from America    

 
 

Great news from LLL! 
 We are able to keep the on call interest rate 

at 5% 

 Buster’s LLL presentation at Hamilton was 
received with interest! 

 the  question ‘Why is it Lutheran Laymen’s 
League and not Lutheran Laypeoples’ 
League?’ was raised.  What do you think? 

 St. Martin’s 150th anniversary celebration 
was given a $1000 grant 

 Palmerston North Youth were given $300 to 
help them attend the Foxton Kogudus 
Retreat 

 A reminder to congregations to appoint up 
to 2 LLL member delegates for the 2011 AGM 
(probably linked to Synod) and let Ahi Allen 
know their names and addresses. (email: 
ahimeg.allen@xtra.co.nz) 

Marg Gust 
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“scraps”, the mere “leftovers” of your time, your resources, 
your life; when He deserves the 5-course meal?” 
 
THE TIMING OF THE CLOSED DOOR 
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world.” 
Luke 2:1 
 
“Census” is defined as “an official, periodic enumeration of the 
population”.  A call to be counted! A call to be recorded! A 
time to stand up and be counted as a citizen! It could be 
described as a “stock-take” of people! 
At the time of the “first Christmas”, a census took place. With 
the influx of folk to Bethlehem, there was no room in the inn. 
 
Today, as we lead up to 
Christmas 2010, a “census” of a 
different kind is taking place. 
There is a call to be counted. It’s 
a call being made, not from the 
chambers of parliament, nor 
from the thrones of earthly kings, 
but one that emanates from the 
very throne-room of God! 
“I looked for someone among 
them who would build up the wall 
and stand before me in the gap on 
behalf of the land so I would not 
have to destroy it, but I found no 
one.” Ezekiel 22:30 
 
In an age of spiritual lawlessness, 
God still looks for a man and a 
woman: 
 to stand in the “gap”!   
 who will dare to stand up and 

be counted as a follower of 
Christ!  

 who will not say like the 
apostle Peter:  “I do not know 
Him”(Luke 22:57) 

 who says I will make and be 
the difference that is needed 
in our communities, in our 
society! 

The challenge: Will you be that 
man? Will you be that woman? Or 
is there no room in the inn, this Christmas? 
 
There may be someone reading this article, who once walked 
and talked with the Saviour, who once knew what it was to 
sit at the feet of the Master and listen to His still, sweet voice. 
However, over time, the things of this world may have 
clouded your view of the Saviour. The din of the multitudes 
may have drowned his gentle voice. 
Like the father of the prodigal son in Luke 15, the loving 
Saviour, the Christ of Christmas is ever calling, ever-seeking, 
ever-reaching out to you in love. You may have turned your 
back on Him, but He’s never turned His back on you! 
This Christmas, will you “stand up and be counted”? Or will 
you continue to say: “I’m too busy! There’s no room in the 
inn!” 
 
THE VOICE FROM BEYOND THE CLOSED DOOR 

The door to the inn was closed that first Christmas. The air 
was filled with laughter and frivolity as the parties inside 
continued.  However, the frivolous frolicking could not 
silence the voice from beyond the closed door! The wining and 
dining could not silence the voice from the manger! 
 
The manger was now no longer a feeding point for smelly 
animals, but it had now become a platform from which Jesus, 
the Christ, was calling! To the natural ear, it sounded like a 
mere cry from a newborn baby, but I believe it was a cry of 
authority, a cry of power, a cry announcing to the world: 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 
A cry that went via Heaven to 
some shepherds out in a field, and 
orchestrated an angelic choir: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” (Luke 2:14) 
 
The closed door could not silence 
a cry that entered the stellar 
system and Milky Way and caused 
a star to shine a little bit brighter, 
so that magi* in the east could see 
it. Even though they had studied 
the heavens for many years, there 
was something different about 
this star. For most of their 
careers, they had been interested 
in stars, but now they wanted to 
find the “Superstar” behind the 
star! They wanted to get to the 
One Who had “ownership rights” 
to this star. “We saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship 
him.” (Matthew 2:2).  
From beyond the closed door: 
Christ called to the Shepherds 
Christ called to the magi 
Today, the door that may have 
been closed in your life to God 

and the things of God; the door behind which you may have 
assigned the loving Saviour, cannot silence the call of Christ! 
From beyond that very door, He is still calling to all who will 
hear: 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28). 
 
This Christmas, dear reader, may we continue to ensure that 
in the hustle and the bustle, we do not forget the One about 
Whom this season speaks; may we not close the doors  of our 
hearts and lives to the One Who is indeed “the Reason for the 
Season”, JESUS, THE CHRIST OF CHRISTMAS!! 
______________________________________________________________________ 
* I am aware that the timing of the Magi’s visit did not 
coincide with the exact birth date of Jesus, and the visit may 
well have taken place quite a bit later.  © 2010 Wayne George 

(Continued from page 1) 
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BRO BRO MATE 
Anna Kroehn, Palmerston North 
 
The “Bro bro mate” Cell group at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Palmerston North, got started because Wendy 
needed a group – Pastor Lee promised her one when 
she got baptised! We had been meeting together 
(Wendy, Amanda and Anna) for 2 terms when Anna 
suggested a new idea: how about we work on a mission 
project as a group every term. Wendy and Amanda 
were a little confused at the term “mission project” – 
they thought for a moment Anna might take them on a 
version of an overseas holiday!! – but quickly got the 
hang of the idea – doing something for someone other 

than yourself to 
share God’s love. 
 
Wendy thought it 
would be great to 
do something for 
the survivors of 
rape and abuse. 
We all agreed that 
was a worthy 
cause and Anna 
looked into any 

services in our local area to support. As it turns out the 
ARCS (Abuse and Rape Crisis Support) Manawatu 
service was more than happy to hear from us and 
Manager, Ann Kent quickly got thinking of things we 
could do to support them. 
 
We met with Ann and discussed some ideas and learnt 
about what they do for survivors of rape and abuse. 
One programme, VOYAGE, really captured our hearts. 
VOYAGE (Valuing Ourselves Youth Activities and 
Group Education) works with 5-12 year old children 
who have experienced abuse or witnessed abuse in 
their families. A local photographer had volunteered 
their expertise to take professional portraits of each 
child in the group, as a reminder that each child is 
beautiful and special, however ARCS needed funds for 
developing and framing.  
 
We held a bake sale at the St Luke’s Garage sale in 
September and raised $150 for the service, enough to 
develop and frame a photo for each child in the term 4 
programme. We are also putting together personalised 
gift bags for each child this term, to let them 
know that God loves them and they are special. 
We have received so much love and grace from 
God and have really been challenged to pass this 
on through our cell group meetings. We know 
the kids will be blessed by the gifts and we hope 
that Christ’s love will begin to transform their 
lives too, as it has ours. 
 
Maybe your church fellowship group or bible 
study/cell group could do something special for 

a service or people in need in your community? It 
didn’t take much time or effort, but will definitely leave 
a mark.  
 

‘ADDING COLOUR TO THE CHURCH’  
Martin Schirmer, Interim pastor, Upper Moutere 
 
“Adding colour to the Church” – that’s how one of his 
Maori friends, tongue in cheek, described the 
Installation of Mason Stoney, a Maori, as Youth Worker 
at St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Upper Moutere and also 
as the Community Youth Worker.  Yes, it was history in 
the making on August 22nd when Mason was installed 
and his installation was witnessed not only by the 
members of the congregation but also by Mason’s 
family and his closest friends.  What a pleasure it was 
to have them present.  As far as I know, Mason is the 
first Maori Youth Worker in the Lutheran Church of 
Australia/New Zealand.   
 
The Service began with the Karanga to manuhiri
(visitors) – a traditional Maori call to Mason, his wife 
Lisa, their children and their Maori family and friends 
to enter the Church.  This call was made by Jane 
Bosecke, grand-daughter the late Pastor Te Punga, the 
first Maori pastor of the Lutheran Church of Australia/
New Zealand.  Then followed Mihi mihi, a special 
welcome by the Chairman of the Moutere Community 
Youth Trust, Leigh Briars, in both Maori and English.  
Leigh is a former youth worker and member of St 
Paul’s.   The Installation finished with either the Hongi
(a traditional Maori greeting of touching noses), or a 
handshake or a kiss to symbolize the togetherness and 
oneness of all in this ministry.   All the members stood 
in the church aisles as Mason and his family moved 
through the church doing one of the above.  All in all it 
was a most moving and memorable day.  
 
Mason has a huge challenge ahead of him.  He is to 
minister to the youth and children of the church in as 
many ways as possible, have oversight of Religious 
Instruction in two local Primary Schools and act as a 
‘chaplain’ to those schools, be involved in or develop 
local sporting teams (Mason is an avid rugby union 
player and fan), and be the face of the church in 
mission to the youth in this local community.  I am sure 
that God will bless Mason and this special ministry.  
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DEVOTIONAL 

“Thanks be to God for HIS indescribable gift” 2 Corinthians 9:15   
Anna Kroehn, Palmerston North 
 
I remember my 11th or 12th birthday – it mustn’t be too important how old I was, 
because it isn’t clear anymore, but what I remember very clearly (ask my parents 
and siblings, I bring this story up at any opportunity!) is my present that year. It 
was the traditional year in my family for you to get a NEW bike – a big people’s 
mountain bike to be exact. Now you might be thinking, WOW it must have been an 
awesome bike for her to write about something like this and to remember so 
vividly and tell the story at any opportunity – BUT, the bike wasn’t special. The 
bike was MY MUM’S. She didn’t really use it (being a Mum these days I appreciate 
the good exercise intentions that then become a shelved project never taken up!) 
and it really was PRACTICALLY NEW, so instead of buying me my OWN new bike, 
she just gave me her old hardly used but not actually ‘new’ or ‘my own’ bike. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
I felt let down. I felt ripped off. I still try to use this 
‘ripped off’ ‘short changed’ story to induce the giving 
of better presents (gift giving is my number 2 love 
language, right after quality time!) from my parents 
– unfortunately it didn’t really work. One year I 
remember being 17 and about to move out of home 
for the first time and they gave me a street directory 
for Christmas – nothing says I love you like a street 
directory! Another time they went on holiday when I 
was 15 or 16 and weren’t even home on my 
birthday.  
 
But having said all that, when I think of my parents 
and of my family growing up, these aren’t the things 
that are important. I don’t feel resentful or 
disappointed or let down by my family. I actually 

feel thankful and blessed. Because material possessions aren’t the best gift we can 
ever receive – the best gift is Jesus Christ. 
 
What a gift we receive at Christmas – the birth of our saviour. The mercy and 
compassion of God, to give up his rightful place in heaven, and become human, a 
man, in likeness with us, his creation. And yet His love for us is so great, greater 
than even a human parent’s love for a child, that he would do this for us. And not 
just for one day or a week, but for years, living in submission to earthly parents 
(who we all know make mistakes and don’t always get it right – I forgive you Mum 
and Dad!!) and experiencing puberty and going to work in the family business and 
walking around with his chosen friends who didn’t understand anything he was 
talking about – most of the time! What sacrifice before he even died for us. Before 
he provided for our relationship to be righted to our heavenly Father. Thanks be 
to God for his indescribable gift. 
 
And thanks be to my parents who have given to me the most important gift I have 
ever needed – faith and teaching and an example of Christian living. This is a 
precious gift, not to be underestimated. 
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ST MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  150TH CELEBRATION -  A WEEK 
AND A DAY TO REMEMBER! 
Marg Gust, Marton 
 

Truly, a service of thanksgiving and worship, ably and wonderfully 
led by Marton ‘sons’, Pastors Mark Whitfield, John Davison and 
Trevor Jurgens. 
 
I just have to share impressions from Pastor Mark’s reflections
(shorter than a sermon!):- ‘Who’d’ve thought it?’(shades of Monty 
Python’s Yorkshiremen)  
God would have.  God did.  God does. 
Would Heinrich Goile and the group who traveled with him on the 
beach highway from Wellington to Marton, have ever imagined us all 
here, on Sunday 10 October 2010 celebrating and giving thanks for 
them; their settling in Marton, providing a Christian home for us in 
the Lutheran church here? 
God would have! 
Would they ever have imagined a group of people physically 
following in their footsteps, albeit in shorts and trainers, oilskins and 
cellphones, worshipping the same God, communing with nature and 
giving thanks for the same things: for God’s presence, for safety, for 
fellowship, for insights and echoes of the past? 
They may not have ever dreamt that this would happen, BUT God 
knew we’d be here today! 
My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 
my hand. John 10:27,28 
 
A full church in celebration mode (happy faces, red balloons and 
beautiful red flowers), giving thanks for the past, the present and 
future hope: all good gifts from an amazing God. 
 
As we stood grouped near ancestors in the church cemetery, we 
could ‘see’ in a sense where we came from; we can see each other 
today, in this ‘snapshot’ of our journey. 
“Lord Christ we know not where this journey will lead, but it is enough 
that you are its beginning and its end and that you travel with us” 
Adapted from “The Journey” by Pat Bennett, ‘Journey and Pilgrimage’ 
Wild Goose Publications 
God does know -- our journey into the future as we worship him and 
nurture each other, growing and sharing faith in Jesus, our Saviour. 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Jeremiah 
29:11 
 
As with all good Lutheran celebrations, lots of tasty food from the 
catered main meal, tantalizing samples of German food and yummy 
cake to finish; plenty for everyone! Most people interspersed food 
intake with lively catch-ups with old and new friends, looked at the 
photos displayed around the hall and the power point slide show of 
the beach pilgrimage, or clicked cameras to share memories with 
others. 
 
Personally, Give thanks, with a grateful heart,for: 
  the amazing faith of our ancestors, walking into the unknown lead by 
the known God 
 the joy of fellowship in this time together, and 
the sure and certain hope of our future journey with God.. 
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PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH 
4th to 10th October, 2010 
Wellington to Marton 
John Davison 
 
Recent history takes up where Pr Mark Whitfield left 
off with his background history to the Pilgrimage of 
Faith already well documented in The Olive Tree and 
The Lutheran. This pilgrimage was for me a connection 
with the faith of my forebears, although not descended 
from the Lutheran pioneers to Marton one could say I 
am a product of the faith of those pioneers in that my 
parents became members of St Martin’s Lutheran 
Church in 1959. 
  
I felt privileged to join Pr Mark and others on this 
pilgrimage to retrace the steps of the Lutheran 
pioneers as closely as practicable as the faith they 
carried with them to establish St Martin’s in Marton.  
  
Added to this personal history is the journey my 
mother’s family took along the same coast line in 1875 
when they sailed in a coastal steamer from Wellington 
to Wanganui to eventually settle in Bulls and then 
Marton. To walk for six days and meditate on the 
blessings received from previous generations of both 
spiritual and genetic forebears was a highlight of the 
12 days I recently spent in New Zealand with family 
and friends. 
  
Limited space in this issue prevents the printing of this 
article in its entirety.  You can continue reading the 
excellent “Pilgrimage of Faith” diary, written by Pastor 
John Davison, by logging on to our LCNZ blog (http://
goo.gl/xfCZf) 
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WHAT TWENTY20 MEANS FOR NEW ZEALAND – 
 “...if we are leaders we should do our best...” Romans 
12:8 
Katharina Borszik 
 
Having had the first courses already and being inspired 
and encouraged by the content of the workshops and 
the conversations with other Twenty20 participants I 
am right in the middle of the program. So is Adrian 
Stolk, the other New Zealand participant.  
I won’t start at the very beginning because an article 
has just been published in the most recent Lutheran 
(www.lca.org.au/thelutheran/index.cfm) which will 
give you the details on what it’s all about. I also have a 
blog (www.twenty20experience.blogspot.com) talking 
about what has happened so far for me in the program.  
 
Today I would like to 
give you a little bit 
more info how this will 
look for New Zealand 
in particular. The 
certificate IV in 
T r a i n i n g  a n d 
Assessment and 
d i p l o m a  i n 
management the 
Twenty20 people are 
doing are part of 
vocational training 
which means its hands 
on and we have to 
show we can do it. One 
other major intention when the program was designed 
was that the congregations benefit from the courses 
right away through us, the participants. This means 
that the assessment we will be required to submit is 
actually involving the congregations or an area of 
ministry. This is really exciting for you and I think a bit 
nerve wrecking for us :o) - no practice; real life right 
away. Be merciful! 
 
On the other hand this is really exciting because you 
will be participating on the frontline of something new. 
A few examples:  
 we will create free accessible material that would 

be suitable for pastors, church councils, treasures, 
administrators, volunteers, lay workers, church 
workers 

 this will eventually support the process such as 
induction of new council members, new pastors, 
new members, minutes taking, organizing agendas, 
understanding financial presentations such as 
budget proposals, cash-flow tables, etc.  

 We will use the feedback you give us to improve our 
material  

 and you receive up-skilling right away by 
participating in the training.  

 updating contact information (chair, treasurer,...) 

and statistics in the LAMP (www.lamp.lca.org.au) 
system and getting trained in using it. This would be 
even more important when you are a vacant parish 
as this will give your potential future pastor some 
ideas about your congregation. 

 doing visioning and strategic planning with a 
personal ministry area or congregation. This will tie 
in beautifully with the LCNZ visioning summit we 
held in July in Mountainside!  

 Sometime in 2011 there will be courses held by us 
Twenty20 participants to up-skill interested people, 
people in church council roles, volunteers or paid 
church workers, emerging or already serving 
leaders. These courses can be part of a diploma or 
certificate III you do towards an accreditation or 
just because you want to do faster and with more 

fun what you already 
do for the church.  
 It will be great 
meeting other people 
who are in the same 
boat as you. I found 
t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e 
valuable when I went 
to the workshops and 
seminars.  
 
This list only 
represents a start as 
we will get more 
assignments in the 
courses next year.  
 
How does that all fit in 

the Lutheran Church in NZ? At the LCNZ summit in 
Auckland – attended by a huge percentage of people 
from all over the country, which was so encouraging to 
see the passion and love we have for our church - we 
identified that we need to do to reverse the decline in 
membership. If the current trend of decrease in 
worshipping numbers (of the LCA) continues until 
2025 we will only have 21% of the membership we 
had in 1966 (after the union)*! That is scary! So what 
are we doing about it? 
 
Summit attendees guided by the Holy Spirit came up 
with a list of 20 tangible practical items that should be 
implemented and what actions should take place 
within the LCNZ. 
  
 Ranked as second most important “strengthen 

regional ministry, up skill all lay workers at outlying 
areas.”   

 on spot seven: “how to greet and include new New 
Zealanders? Research and Training” 

 number eleven: “set up of an LCNZ intranet (shared 
platform) to share resources within each LCNZ 
congregation” 

 number twelve: “identify, train and finance lay 
leaders” 
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 ”establish a comprehensive media plan then 
implement” 

 ”establish a supportive flexible pool of trained and 
equipped church workers with at least one per 
region” 

 
Do you notice something? The actions and tangible 
items out of the twenty I listed above all tie in some 
form or the other with what Twenty20 offers New 
Zealand congregations! And what gives me even more 
goose bumps: the outcome of the summit “happened” 
without knowing what Twenty20 was going to actually 
provide to you! And even more goose bumpy same and 
similar results in LCA visioning workshops! God knew 
all along what we needed and has led the people 
capable of designing such a program together and 
helped them implement it. Are you excited? I am! I so 
look forward to seeing you sooner or later at training 
events provided by Grassroots Training 
(www.grassroots.edu.au)  
 
Seminars & Workshops in 2011 
15&16 June Leading Ministry Teams (Team Ministry) 
Workshop in Wellington (Shannon Hood, Robin 
Stelzer) 
23 July 2011, LCA/NZ Finance (Adrian Stolk) 
2-3 September 2011 (2 days), LCA/NZ Administration 
& Induction (Katharina C. Borszik) 
28-29 October 2011 (2 days), LCA/NZ Governance 
(John Henderson) 
 
All this new input might change and improve a few 
things you do in your church but more importantly it 
gives you God’s support for what you do for HIS 
kingdom here on earth. I pray that New Zealand 

congregations see this awesome opportunity and value 
what is laid out in front of them. Never has this 
training and courses been available before and never 
been so affordable for you to attend and to use.  
 
Should you have any questions or queries please do 
contact grassroots training (regarding accreditation 
and courses) or Rob Erickson.  
 
Contact Details: 
Rob Erickson 
president@lutheran.org.nz 
 
Colleen Andretzke 
Workshop and Seminar Coordinator 
Tel +61-8- 8267 7390 | Fax +61-8- 8267 7350 
Grassroots Training | 104 Jeffcott St North Adelaide SA 
5006 Australia 
colleen.andretzke@grassroots.edu.au 
 
Please include this process, training, study and 
preparation of courses and assessment the traveling 
and event organisation for Twenty20 in your church 
and personal prayers. There is no value in trying to do 
this with our own strength and just because we want 
to. This is God at work and we need him to help us!  
 
Watch this space. I will try to update you regularly on 
what is on the horizon regarding the Twenty20 
program. I am very excited and feel blessed to be part 
of this. I pray you will, too. 
* Trevor Ruthenberg’s presentation Oct 2010 

Bishop Monrad 
'New Zealand is the richer for his time spent here and for his 

priceless gift to our nation' 
Bishop Ditlev Gothard Monrad was but a passing figure on the New Zealand 
scene. However, in just three years he showed his courage and versatility by 
attacking the heavy task of bush settlement. We owe much to him not the 
least for his gift of the priceless Monrad Collection of 600 Etchings now cared for at Te Papa in 
Wellington.  
We owe him too for his example of successful forest settlement, for his encouragement to 
thousands of Scandinavians to emigrate here and for adding so much to the Christianity, to the 
culture and to the development of our nation.  
Plans are well advanced to celebrate Bishop Monrad’s 200th Birthday on Thursday the 24th of 
November 2011. As may be seen, some exciting events have already been scheduled. 
For further information, including a programme of events and happenings, visit 
www.monrad.org.nz.   
Interested in being involved? Then please register your Email address via the website. 
Contact: Ian Macfarlane. Email: Bishopmonrad200@monrad.org.nz  Website: www.monrad.org.nz 

mailto:colleen.andretzke@alc.eduau
http://www.monrad.org.nz
mailto:Bishopmonrad200@monrad.org.nz
http://www.monrad.org.nz/
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OUR FIRST KOGUDUS 
10-12 September 2010, Foxton Bible Camp 
Alan and Monica Trask 
 
Monica’s experience 
I was brought up in a Christian home and regularly 
attended church. In recent times I hadn’t been quite as 
regular because I just didn’t seem to be connecting 
spiritually. 
 
I felt like a lost soul 
over that period of non
-attendance. I was 
s e a r c h i n g  f o r 
something, looking to 
strengthen what 
seemed a diminishing 
faith so I prayed to 
God to lead me in the 
right direction. 
In March of 2010, I 
r e c e i v e d  a n 
advertising flier in the 
letterbox inviting 
people to attend a 
series of studies based 
on the Max Lucado 
book “Fearless”. Right 
up until the last hour, I battled with thoughts of 
wanting to go and then not wanting. Then I felt that 
God was telling me to go, so I did. 
 
It was here that I heard about Kogudus. I had been told 
of the wonderful experiences that people had felt there 
so I decided that I would go to it. 
I went along not knowing what to expect but thought 
that it had to be beneficial to me. 
I was in a 
group with 
four other 
p e o p l e . 
Over the 
w e e k e n d 
we 
listened to 
d i f f e r e n t 
s p e a k e r s 
on various 
topics. We 
then had 
group 
discussions on these. 
This group time was very special to me. Hearing the 
other group members opinions and different 
perspectives gave me a deeper understanding of the 
topics.  
The trust within the group was very strong. I felt that I 
could speak freely and in confidence. The knowledge 
and experiences of everyone in our group was very 

comforting to each of us. We all felt that we had 
learned so much from each other and became very 
close. 
Prayer and healing times were a special time with God. 
I enjoyed the whole weekend and in particular, 
associating with the people there. 
At the end of Kogudus I felt empowered and recharged. 
I had found my direction with God. I attend church 
each week with a different outlook, deeper faith and a 
hunger for the word 

Thank you Father. 
 
Alan’s experience 
I have always believed 
in God but never had 
the desire to attend 
church or any other 
religious group so I 
wasn’t really sure if 
this “thing” was for me. 
Still, I had decided to 
approach the weekend 
with an open mind and 
try to get the most out 
of it but I am an 
introvert by nature so 
my plan was to stay in 
the background, to 

listen, observe and hopefully learn something. 
 
On arrival we were warmly welcomed by those already 
there and others came up and introduced themselves 
as they arrived. I felt comfortable being amongst them.  
 
During the introductory speeches, the statement was 
made that this weekend will be a life changing 
experience. I have to admit that when I heard that, I 
doubted the likelihood of anything like that happening 

to me. 
 
We sat in 
groups of 5 
or 6 people 
and every 
so often 
t h e s e 
g r o u p s 
would each 
go their 
s e p a r a t e 
ways to 

discuss specific topics. Due to this structure, I found 
that I soon became at ease being there and wanted to 
become involved in the group discussions. There was 
no pressure applied on anyone or any expectations 
made by the other group members. It was relaxed and 
great conversation was put forward by the group 
which I found very enlightening. 
 
In introducing myself to the discussion group, I said 



2 Corinthians 9:15 

 

 11 The Olive Tree, December 2010 

SINGLES AND LONELINESS 
Richard Frazer, Mountainside  
 
Why do many single people feel lonely? Is it because of 
shyness, unfriendliness, or circumstances? 
Interestingly the word single (person) occurs no where 
in the Bible. But the word unmarried, occurs only ten 
times in the Bible (Lev. 21:3, Ruth 1:13, Ezek 27:32, 34; 
Acts 21:9, and 1 Cor 7: verses  8,11, 27, 32, and 
34.  Jeremiah 32:39 says “I [the Lord] will give them 
[Judah] singleness of heart and action”.  The word 
Lonely occurs only four times in the Bible (Psalm 
25:16, 68:6, Mark 1:45; and Luke 5:16).  Jesus is 
described as going to lonely places, not as a lonely 
unmarried. Even in Jesus trials he focused on doing his 
Fathers will. Yet all people can feel lonely sometimes, 

such as the married or extrovert person. Yet Jesus can 
understand our loneliness, since he felt the loneliest 
when he felt separated from Father God (and the Holy 
Spirit) on the Cross. The solution is to focus on the 
Lord, rather than the problem (see Luke 24:13-34). 
Jesus is our only Saviour. Other people will let us down. 
Turn loneliness into opportunity, and spiritual growth 
(Rom 5: 3-5). Join a church singles home group or 
Interdenominational Christian club (e.g. Baptist 
Tramping Club; or Christian singles website e.g. 
Lutheran Singles Australia, Christian Friendship 
Fellowship NZ) in order to strengthen and encourage 
other single Christians who may experience times of 
loneliness.  

that I have always believed in God and the crucifixion 
and resurrection of Jesus but that I never really had 
any “real” experience that made me feel that God was 
with me. I never doubted that He exists and I prayed 
often and gave thanks to God for goods things that 
happened. But, I just never had that feeling that He was 
with me.  
I didn’t expect God to perform a major miracle or 
anything like that to prove His existence. I know He 
doesn’t work like that. I just wanted something to 
happen so that I could feel His presence. 
This became my recurring prayer over the weekend.  
 
The course was well set out, with excellent speakers 
that kept my attention. I found the topics very 
enlightening and appropriate to my personal situation. 
It never got tedious and there were well timed breaks 
to give a chance to refresh the brain. 
 
There were times of prayer, those of my own and those 
of the Pastor and other speakers, where such was the 
emotion I felt, I almost expected to hear God’s voice. 
But it wasn’t to be. 
 
Towards the end of the last day, there was a session of 
prayer stations. I was sitting on my own contemplating 
going up for prayer with the Pastor. Many thoughts 
were going through my mind and I was talking to God 
about how troubled I was feeling. Part of what I said 
was “I know you exist Lord, I don’t doubt that but I just 
don’t feel you are with me. I just want to feel that you 
are here with me”. 
This all took place over a period of a few minutes. 
 
Then I heard a voice in my head, “I’m here Alan”. 

 
My own thought then played it over twice more, like 
I’m trying to register what had just happened, what 
was said and where it came from. Then it hit me, “It’s 
Him, He spoke to me”. 
I was overcome with emotion and overwhelmed in the 
knowledge that the creator of Earth and the entire 
Universe had spoken to me. 
 
Kogudus had given me a huge life changing experience.  
As a result of this experience, I now attend church 
regularly and also the weekly St Lukes cell group in my 
area. I also take part in some of the activities held by 
the church. 
By being at Kogudus, I had devoted my time to God and 
opened myself up so that God could come to me. 
 

YOUTH REPORT 
Stefan Speller, Palmerston North 
 
“I’m a young person and I’ve just recently joined St. 
Luke’s. When I was offered the opportunity to go to 
Kogudus I was a bit hesitant but it was a really great 
experience. It was really interesting getting to know 
the other members of the church; the sermons were 
really good and relevant.  
We were put into small groups and after every lesson 
we would go to our groups, discuss the lesson, and 
pray about it and for each other. We laughed for most 
of the weekend and I was told by one lady that it was 
great to see youth at Kogudus and happy about 
learning about God. The camp had a great atmosphere, 
was a lot of fun and taught me a lot about God and the 
people of St. Luke’s.”  

KOGUDUS RETREAT VI 

“BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT” 
Friday evening 25th to Sunday 27th March 2011 at Ngaruawahia 

– mark the date! 

 If you are interested in helping as a small group 

 leader, musician, or cook please contact either: 

 Simon Lieschke (simon@lieschke.net) or  

 Daniel Borszik (daniel@borszik.de). 

mailto:simon@lieschke.net
mailto:daniel@borszik.de


contribute prayer points:  mollets@inspire.net.nz INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
LET US GIVE THANKS 

 Give thanks for the success of our recent school holiday 
Bible program, Turbo Time. Give thanks to God for the 
work that He has done and continues to do in the hearts of 
the children who heard the good news of Jesus. (Manawatu 
Parish) 

 Give thanks to God for the great work that He is doing 
amongst the youth group, Reflex. Ask that He would 
continue His work in these young people as He brings them 
to maturity in faith. (Manawatu Parish) 

 Praise God for all the members who have contributed to 
the worship life of the church over these past months. 
(Mountainside) 

 Praise God for the eight young people who were confirmed 
in their faith on the 19th September, including two who 
were also baptised at this service. (Mountainside) 

 Thanks!   Betsy thank you for ALL you have done as editor 
for the Olive Tree over the last couple of years.  You have 
continued to keep up a very high standard.   Your theme’s 
have been inspiring and your gentle, encouraging 

leadership has been a wonderful gift to the LCNZ.  Thank 
you.  For you:  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”  (Romans 15:13)  
From the LSM Committee on behalf of the people of the 
LCNZ 

  
PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Please pray for wisdom and guidance for our church 
leaders, our Pastoral Leadership Team and Ministry 
Directors, as they look to continue to mentor the next 
generation of leaders within the parish. (Manawatu Parish) 

 Pray for Wayne, Samantha and Liam George, as Wayne 
finalises details with Australian Lutheran College to enable 
him to attend next year to complete his studies and God 
willing, be ordained into the Public Ministry of the 
Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand. 

 Pray for Mountainside as we meet to work on our Strategic 
Plan for 2011/2012 in early December. 

Important Information for all congregations:  
The Lutheran Church of New Zealand Office has now successfully moved to 
Wellington.   
 
LCNZ Office Location   LCNZ Postal address 
14 Oxford Terrace   P.O.  Box 7606 
Mt Cook, Wellington 6021  Newtown, Wellington 6242 
Office Phone:  04 385 2540 
Email: lcnz@clear.net.nz  
Diana Fehsenfeld, Administrator 
 
Diana, our new administrator, commenced work on November 17th, her office 
hours will be 9:00am to 2:00pm Tuesday through Friday. Diana has experience in 
Library science and office management. She has a BA (Hons.) in Classics, B.Theol. 
(Hons.) Otago, and a Master of Library Science. There will be an orientation 
period so, we ask for some patience as procedures are being put into place as she 
learns the job.  
 
A new manse has been purchased at 39 Hawtrey Terrace, Churton Park, Wellington 6037. It will be available for 
occupancy from December 17th. So, I (Rob) am commuting intermittently from Palmerston North to Wellington. 
The Palmerston North manse is being prepared for sale. 
 
St Matthew Hamilton has issued a Letter of Call to Pastor John Davison to serve as their pastor, and also be 
responsible for regional ministry in the Bay of Plenty. We ask God’s gracious direction on John as he considers the 
call to move to New Zealand and serve here. My thanks to our Vice President Milton Fritsch who handled each 
aspect of the call process. 
 
Graduate Pastor Chris Janetzki has been assigned to Upper Moutere Parish. He and his wife Haidee are excited 
about the move in February. The members are involved in getting some more renovations done on the manse. 
They say it will be looking good.  
 
Betsy and I are humbled and thankful for the many prayers that were said for her healing and recovery from 
breast cancer surgery.  Final treatment is still to be determined and will most likely begin in the new year. 
May the God of all peace give you the peace that passes all understanding through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
President Robert Erickson  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Photo of Diana Fehsenfeld, the New 
LCNZ Administrator 


