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Editor ’s note 

 

A SAFE PLACE FOR ALL - The LCA/LCNZ Safe 

Place Committee has established a confidential 

service for responding to complaints of sexual 

abuse/ harassment by church employees. 

Trained advisers are available to help. 

FREE PHONE   0800 356 887 

“The Olive Tree” is the newsletter of the Lutheran Church of 

New Zealand.  It is published four times a year, and is currently 

produced from the LSM / LCNZ Office. 

 

Please note that the opinions of writers in the newsletter are 

not necessarily those of the editor, nor the policies of the 

LCNZ. 

Hi Everyone, 

God’s peace and love to you all. 

I hope and pray that the start of 2014 has 

gone well for you. I know for myself that 

the nights are just getting a tiny bit longer 

and a little cooler in the mornings. 

You will see that the Olive Tree is now 

published in a smaller, easy to handle size, 

but this does not mean we have cut back 

on the articles that have been written. I 

want to thank everyone who has contrib-

uted articles for this edition. 

In the name of Jesus 

Dan Carswell 

Editor  

http://www.borszikphotography.com/
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And let us consid-
er how to stir one 
another to love 
and good works 
(Hebrews 10:24). 

Call me a stirrer if you want, be-
cause that’s what I reckon I am; 
but it’s also what I believe God 
has called me to be for your sake, 
for the sake of the Church, for the 
sake of the Kingdom. 

I must admit to sometimes won-
dering if I might be a bit pushy in 
the way I approach ministry in 
the LCNZ.  Perhaps I’m so keen to 
see things happen in ministry that 
I might make a bit of nuisance of 
myself with pastors, lay workers, 
congregational leadership, com-
mittees, and Mr and Mrs Grass-
roots Lutheran. 

I warned you though, and you still 
voted for me.  It’s just on three 
years ago that I prepared my 
‘Vision Statement’ as I considered 
your nomination of me as Presi-
dent/Bishop of the Church, and 
this is what I told you I was going 
to do if elected – 

 I said that I wanted to be a 
means by which you would be 
inspired, enabled and encour-
aged to recognise and act on 

the opportunities that God 
provides for sharing the life-
giving gospel of Jesus Christ 
with the people of New Zea-
land. 

 I said that I wanted to be a 
visionary Bishop – leading you 
to be open to and obedient to 
God’s will for his ministry 
through the LCNZ. 

 I indicated my complete 
trust that God has good plans 
and purposes for his church 
and I said that I would be 
filled with optimism and hope 
for the LCNZ based on the 
faithfulness of God. 

 I said that I would encour-
age each congregation to dis-
cover ways in which they could 
contribute to and be involved 
in their local communities. 

 I indicated that I would 
lead in visioning the ‘big pic-
ture’ – i.e. leading the church 
to explore and plan for the fu-
ture, and that this would in-
volve amongst other things – 

 A sensitive, realistic and 
rational way of planning for 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the Bishop (and stirrer) 
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the future of smaller congrega-
tions. 

 Identifying locations where 
there could be significant 
growth and opportunity for 
the LCNZ, and planning for 
and investing in that. 

And, God help me, I hope that I’m 
tracking along in keeping with 
these intentions… and it also 
means that some of you are being 
stirred by me; some of you more 
than others.  

Let me tell you a little about my-
self.  For some reason I can’t sit 
still; I’m always on the lookout for 
opportunities and possibilities.  I 
lie awake at night thinking, 
dreaming, visualising, believing 
that God might be able to use me, 
use us, use his Church to do this 
or that.  And so I reach out for my 
cell-phone on the bedside table 
and email myself these thoughts 
and dreams. That’s who I am. 

Sometimes I wish God had wired 
me a little differently   … a little 
bit more cruise-y, a little more 
laid back; with a little more of the 
she’ll be right attitude to getting 
things done.  Because there is a 
cost to being restless and driven; 
there’s a price to pay for being a 
stirrer… fatigue, weariness, frus-

tration, disappointment. 

I blame the garden actually.  I’ve 
always peered out the window, 
wondering what development, 
what improvement, what addition 
I can make next.  Shift this plant 
here, cut that one back there; cre-
ate a new space here, there, wher-
ever. 

I blame the garden; yes, but I also 
credit the Holy Spirit for doing 
the thing it promised to do from 
the time it entered and stirred in 
my life at my baptism.  Its blown 
where it will and stirred life in 
me; the life of Christ.  It’s taken 
me in directions that I would have 
never have dreamed of going in. 

I look back over my last two par-
ish ministries especially – Im-
manuel Lutheran Fellowship in 
Adelaide and St Pauls in Welling-
ton – and I see the work of the 
Stirrer Spirit (yes, let’s blame the 
Spirit   … in the nicest and most 
respectful sort of way) for devel-
oping me in a particular approach 
to ministry.  Both these ministry 
situations were places that just 
cried out, “GO FOR IT!”  I used to 
regularly thank the members of St 
Pauls in Wellington for their em-
powering and liberating call to me 
as pastor to explore, dream, and 
search for opportunities and pos-
sibilities for ministry. 

Despite what I said earlier about 

(Continued from page 3) 
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the fatigue and weariness, and 
occasional frustration that comes 
with being the way I am, I want 
God to know that I’d have it no 
other way, and I’m thankful. 

My hope is that I am bringing 
some of this energy and capacity 
that I had in parish ministry to 
my call as your Bishop.  I want the 
LCNZ and its members (you!) to 
always be looking for opportuni-
ties and possibilities for achieving 
more for the Kingdom and for 
sharing the love of Jesus Christ 
more, all in the power of the Holy 
Spirit and for the sake of the gos-
pel. 

And so I’ll continue to stir you in 
and by the power of the Spirit to 
love and good works in the name 
of Jesus. 

I’ve been stirred also by the fact 
that this year we’re celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of the first 
proclamation of the gospel in New 
Zealand.  What a stirring of the 
Spirit occurred when that word of 
Te Harinui (good news of a great 
joy) was shared with Māori that 
Christmas Day in 1814, and how 
the Spirit has continued to stir in 
this land.  I’ve also been stirred by 
the Acts Tour where I found out 
how you were doing; how the 
Word of God was stirring in you. 

Some of parts of the LCNZ are be-
ing especially stirred by me at this 

time; you probably know who you 
are, but I’ll mention you any-
way.  Redeemer Lutheran in the 
Hawkes Bay has been stirred to 
seek faith life and nurture in a 
new way, and so on Sunday 23rd 
March they will enter into a rela-
tionship of ministry cooperation 
with St Francis Church at 
Clive.  There is stirring going on 
in the Hamilton – Bay of Plenty 
region.  Each of the small Bay of 
Plenty congregations (Tauranga, 
Whakatane and Kawerau) are be-
ing challenged to seek new ways 
of worship, and nurture and living
-out of the faith in their local 
communities, and are being asked 
to prayerfully consider the best 
use of the resources they have for 
participating in God’s mission of 
love to the world.  St Matthew in 
Hamilton recently met together 
for conversation, prayer and for 
discerning the voice of God; this 
congregation is being challenged 
to discover the purpose for which 
God has called them to be His 
people in this growing city. 

I’m stirring in Botany as well.  We 
have reason to believe that Auck-
land is the fastest-growing Asian/
Chinese community in Australa-
sia.  That means opportunity for 
sharing Jesus with many who 
don’t yet know him; that means 
growing a congregation that is 
clear about its call and focused on 

(Continued on page 6) 
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participating in God’s mission.  I 
am stirring to see a full time pas-
tor once again in this congrega-
tion.  I’m stirring in my home 
town of Marton as well.  In keep-
ing with the Lord’s desire that his 
people will have a shepherd after 
his own heart, who will lead you 
with knowledge and understand-
ing (Jeremiah 3:15), since the 
time of my election, I have been 
exploring ways in which we can 
provide pastoral care, leadership 
and nurture in St Martin.  The 
Council of Synod (COS) Exec 
meets with the members of St 
Martin on the 22nd March to talk 
through this with them.   

The earth stirred; the waters 

stirred, and now the Spirit stirs in 
Christchurch again as we seek 
God’s plan for his people at St 
Pauls Burwood.  We have recently 
welcomed Pastor Brian Schwarz 
for a 4 month interim ministry at 
St Pauls; my prayer is that 
through his ministry and the gen-
tle blowing of the Spirit, a vision 
for future ministry might emerge 
that serves the people, that loves 
the community, and that reaches 
out to the city. 

So, call me a stirrer if you like; I 
don’t really mind.  Be assured that 
my prayer is to only stir in the 
power of the Spirit and for the 
sake of the gospel that we may be 
people of love and good works… 
and oh yes, by order of his Divine 
Majesty! 

(Continued from page 5) 

Haeremai e te Wairua Tapu 

whakakīiangāngākau o āotānga-

tawhakapono Whakaūriakirotoi a 

rātou te kāpura o tōu aroha 
 

TonoamaitōuWairua, ā, kahou ō 

mātoungākau Kahouanōhoki te ma-

ta o te whenua  

 

 

 

 

 

Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your faithful and 

kindle in them the fire of your love.  

 

 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall 

be created and you will renew the 

face of the earth.  
 

 
Arohanui 
… 
+MARK 

Stir in us, O Holy Spirit – 
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20 Now there were some 

Greeks among those who 

went up to worship at the festi-

val. 21 They came to Philip, who 

was from Bethsaida in Galilee, 

with a request. “Sir,” they said, 

“we would like to see Jesus.” 
22 Philip went to tell Andrew; 

Andrew and Philip in turn told 

Jesus. 

People are looking for Jesus. They 
are the Greeks, people from fur-
ther away, outsiders. They could 
be anyone, from anywhere.  We 
would like to see Jesus.  What do 
they expect? What are their 
hopes?  How will Jesus receive 
them? 

23 Jesus replied, “The hour 

has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 

The hour has come.  People are 
coming, looking for him.  For Je-
sus that is the sign, not just to 
meet and greet them, but to fulfill 
his purpose for them, to reveal 
his salvation to them. 

The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified.  The Son of 
Man, the one who came to share 
our humanity, is the one who ful-

fills the prophecies of long 
ago.  The Son of Man will be glo-
rified as the eternal Son of the 
Father. 

24 Very truly I tell you, un-

less a kernel of wheat falls 

to the ground and dies, it re-

mains only a single seed. But if 

it dies, it produces many seeds. 

The mystery of life is in 
death.  Jesus is moving towards 
this mystery, this mystery of dy-
ing, giving up one’s life, to bring 
life, life that is much greater, life 
that is multiplied. 

Jesus is facing death: the death he 
shares as he shares human mor-
tality, his own death which is also 
the death hanging over human 
life, the death of human life that 
has been corrupted, sinful.  Jesus 
is facing death, so that he might 
bring life, the life restored, life 
raised beyond death, life shared. 

25 Anyone who loves their 

life will lose it, while any-

one who hates their life in this 

world will keep it for eternal 

life. 26 Whoever serves me must 

(Continued on page 8) 

Devotion Prelude to the Passion 

Meditating on John 12: 20-33 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 
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follow me; and where I am, my 

servant also will be. My Father 

will honour the one who serves 

me. 

Jesus is entering the mystery of 
life and death, death and 
life.  Jesus is the master. He calls 
his disciples to follow. Yes, you 
too are called to let go of your life, 
to let go of your claim to your own 
life and to give it to him.  And to 
receive your life again. To receive 
your life as the gift of God, re-
newed and raised.  To receive 
your life as a life that is lived for 
God.  To receive the life that is 
eternal, lived in the glory and 
grace of the eternal God. 

That is the way of Jesus, the 
Christ. That is the way of the dis-
ciple, the follower of Jesus, the 
Christ.  That is your way, as you 
follow and serve.  And in follow-
ing and serving you will know the 
Father.  With Jesus, the Christ, 
you will know the honour of your 
heavenly Father. 

27 “Now my soul is trou-

bled, and what shall I 

say? ‘Father, save me 

from this hour’? No, it was for 

this very reason I came to this 

hour. 28 Father, glorify your 

name!” 

There is the purpose. There is the 
goal.  But before the goal is the 
terrible path.  It is the path that 
will take Jesus through suffering, 
utter rejection, the agony of 
death.  It is the path of passion. 

The hour has come.  It is 
the hour when Jesus will 
bring salvation for the 
world.  It is also the hour 

which will demand everything 
from Jesus.   

Now my soul is troubled.  What 
shall I say? Father, save me from 
this hour?  No! Father glorify 
your name!  The passion is giv-
ing, giving up everything, giving 
up life itself.  And in giving is the 
glory, the glory of fulfilling the 
love of God that the world might 
be saved. 

(Continued from page 7) 

“ 

“ 
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Then a voice came from heav-

en, “I have glorified it, and will 

glorify it again.” 29 The crowd 

that was there and heard it 

said it had thundered; others 

said an angel had spoken to 

him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice 

was for your benefit, not mine. 
31 Now is the time for judgment 

on this world; now the prince 

of this world will be driven out. 

The voice of God has thun-
dered.  The voice of   God has 
sounded over the crowd.  The 
voice of God proclaims Jesus as 
the heavenly Son.  The voice of 
God proclaims Jesus as the Sav-
iour. The voice of God proclaims 

the glory of God, there, in 
this man Jesus.  The voice of 
God proclaims the victory 

over Satan, the prince of the 
world, who holds the world, who 
destroys the world.  The voice of 
God proclaims the judgment of 
God over all evil, and the salva-
tion from all evil.  The voice of 
God proclaims the glory of God, 
there, in the passion that Jesus is 
about to enter. 

32 And I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself.” 33 He said 

this to show the kind of death 

he was going to die. 

Jesus will be lifted up, lifted up 
from the earth.  That is the death 

he is going to die.  Jesus will be 
lifted up, nailed to a cross, sus-
pended, body hanging limp-
ly.  Jesus will be lifted up, lifted 
up as the object of scorn and ha-
tred of a world that wants to get 
rid of him, a world that cannot 
stand him. 

Jesus will be lifted up, beyond the 
world, beyond the cross, lifted to 
the eternal heavenly glory.  Jesus 
will be lifted up, through death, 
beyond death, lifted, raised, res-
urrected, ascended.  Jesus will be 
lifted up.  And from the cross he 
will reach out, and draw people to 
himself, to his saving love.  Jesus 
will be lifted up.  And from the 
glory of his salvation he will em-
brace the world, reach out across 
the world, and across time, reach 
out to you, to draw you to himself, 
to draw you into his salvation. 

Lord, our ruler, whose re-
nown is glorified in all 
lands! Reveal to us through 
your passion how you, the 
true Son of God, at every 
moment, even in those of 
greatest humiliation, have 
been glorified! 

J S Bach: St John Passion 
translated from German 

Jim Pietsch 
Pastor, St Paul’s, Wellington 

“ 
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         A 
small Lutheran Church at the end 
of the world has faithfully contin-
ued the tradition of presenting 
Bach Cantatas as they were origi-
nally intended - an outburst of 
creativity, musically illustrating 
the gospels as an everyday part of 
the worship service. 

So, when the Lutheran Church of 
New Zealand heard that the pres-
tigious Bach Collegium from Ja-
pan was making its inaugural visit 
to Wellington as part of the New 
Zealand Festival of the Arts it 
seemed too good an opportunity 
to pass up.  In the midst of their 
busy tour, the Bach Collegium ac-
cepted Bishop Mark’s invitation 
to attend a formal reception in 
their honour and to share some 

informal music 
making at St Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Wellington on March 4, 
2014. 

Formed in 1990 to introduce Jap-
anese audiences to great works 
from the Baroque period, Bach 
Collegium Japan has since toured 
the world and appeared at major 
festivals including the BBC Proms 
and Edinburgh International Fes-
tival. Musical Director Maestro 
Masaaki Suzuki is an internation-
al authority on the work of Bach, 
and was heralded by BBC Maga-
zine as one of the most powerful 
figures in music. Whilst in New 
Zealand, the Bach Collegium per-
formed the St John Passion as 
well as the Lutheran Masses. 

Masaaki Suzuki is also a passion-

Members of Bach Collegium Japan offer a 

musical gift to the guests at the reception. 
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ate organist and was delighted to 
play the prestigious Flentrop or-
gan at the reception. Bishop Mark 
performed ‘Jesu Leiden, Pein und 
Tod’ by Johann Caspar Vogler. In 
response, Clint van der Linde 
from the Collegium of Japan also 
sang the Aria 'Bekennen will ich 
seinen Namen' from Cantata 
BWV, accompanied by a small en-
semble from the Collegium. 

Mark Whitfield, Bishop of the Lu-
theran Church of New Zealand 
writes about the importance of 
this event and of his dreams for 
celebrating the 500th anniver-
sary of the Protestant Refor-
mation in 2017. 

It was a real delight to welcome 
the Bach Collegium Japan and 
Masaaki Suzuki to New Zealand, 
to welcome them to Wellington, 
and to welcome them to our 
church; we were honoured by 
their acceptance and their pres-
ence. 

The Lutheran Church and Bach 
Collegium share a common herit-
age with respect to some of the 
finest liturgical music ever written 
– especially the music of Johann 
Sebastian Bach. At the same time, 
we share something of a responsi-
bility to be good stewards of this 
heritage in the way we present it 
to audiences and congregations 
around the world. How wonderful 

it was to meet here in New Zea-
land – literally at the end of the 
earth. We are also a long way, in 
terms of time and space, from 
early 18th century Germany and 
yet a common bond, an affection 
for the music of Johann Sebastian 
Bach, brought us together in this 
distant place and time. 

There was a deep bond between 
Luther and Bach; one between 
words and music, which Luther 
summed up by saying – die noten 
machen den text lebendig … the 
notes make the words live. John 
Eliot Gardiner in his recent biog-
raphy of Bach entitled, Bach – 
Music in the Castle of Heaven, 
also speaks of the synergy which 
spanned time and space when he 
refers to the connection between 

(Continued on page 12) 

Masaaki Suzuki and Bishop Mark  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pipe_organ
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Martin Luther and J.S. Bach. He 
writes: 

… Though separated by almost 
two centuries[,] the bond be-
tween them was established at 
birth; by geography, by the coin-
cidence of their schooling and 
m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
Georgenschule choir. [This syner-
gy and bond] was reinforced by 
the thoroughgoing ways that Lu-
ther’s hymns and theology im-
pregnated Bach’s school lessons 
… [so that] by the time Bach 
reached his early twenties Lu-
ther’s teaching had become all-
pervasive in his musical training. 

We share this heritage of music 
and theology, with its origins in 
the singing congregations of the 
Reformation in the early 16th cen-
tury, through to arguably the 
most highly developed synergy of 
music and text in the work of 
J.S.Bach in the early 18th century. 

From the heartland of Lutheran 
orthodoxy, this music spread to 
new lands and new cultures, to 
new audiences and congregations. 
It crosses those differences of cul-
ture and land, time and space, 
and embeds itself in such places 
as Japan and New Zealand. 

In just three years the world will 
commemorate the 500th anniver-

sary of the Protestant Refor-
mation. I have a dream which I 
have shared a Masaaki. My dream 
is for there to be an ecumenical 
commemoration of this anniver-
sary in Wellington where we will 
come together for a church ser-
vice to celebrate the best of our 
musical and theological heritage, 
as we commemorate 500 years of 
God’s grace and blessing through 
many denominations; not just our 
own. 

I have written to Masaaki to sug-
gest that Bach Collegium Japan 
might somehow be part of that 
commemoration - another com-
ing together of Japanese and Ki-
wis, of Lutherans and Anglicans 
and Roman Catholics and Meth-
odists and Assemblies of God and 
of course of words and music - 
truly a celebration across time 
and space. 

In the St John Passion, it is clear 
[that] the message Bach sought to 
convey is nothing other than the 
message of the cross.  The cross is 
the central symbol of Christianity 
and the Christian Church. It is the 
foundation of our faith. As a Chris-
tian believer myself, there is only 
one way for me to express this mes-
sage: to perform this music and de-
liver it to the audience.  

- Masaaki Suzuki , Founder and mu-
sical director of the Bach Collegium 
Japan. 

(Continued from page 11) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_Collegium_Japan
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LLL Report 

Grants were approved for: 

 Lutheran Women of New Zea-

land : for a rally celebrating Lu-

theran Women 

 LCNZ: for Steen Olsen’s travel 

as LCA Consultant to Anglican-

Lutheran consultation team in 

NZ 

 St Matthew’s Hamilton: for facil-

itator costs for their Strategy 

Planning Workshop as follow-

up to the Acts Tour. 

When making a grant application 

please download the new form 

from the LLL page on the LCNZ 

website, making sure that the ap-

plicant’s name, phone number and 

both email and postal addresses 

are included. 

The interest rate for Apex and E 

accounts remains at 4.5% for the 

next quarter. 

The LLL Board likes to widely rep-

resent Lutheran churches in NZ – if 

you have any interest in serving on 

LLL, please contact your Parish 

Chairperson. 

St Pauls 
Family camping weekend 

On the 7th of March, a group of 

St. Pauls Wellington members en-

joyed an informal overnight 

camping experience together at 

Catchpool Valley DOC camp site, 

not far from Wellington.  They 

enjoyed each others' company in 

peaceful and relaxed surround-

ings.  
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Following feedback from several 
congregations that a full list of 
final grants was expected to be 
circulated, the list is provided 
here along with some explanatory 
notes. 

Feedback from congregations fol-
lowing the October 2013 letter 
from Gateway advising the list of 
applications indicated a consen-
sus that grant money should be 
used for projects with a mission 
focus and certainly not to assist 
with budget deficits.  The Trust 
also considered the financial re-
sources of each applicant as part 
of the decision-making discus-
sions.   

As Botany does not currently have 
a Pastor their grant is frozen for 

the time being.  The Waikato/ Bay 
of Plenty Regional Ministry MOU 
ceases at the end of May: this 
grant is being paid at the rate of 
$2000 per month until June 30 
with the balance being held pend-

ing receipt of a satisfactory fur-
ther application from that re-
gion.  The $15,000 granted to 
PNG each year since the inception 
of the Trust has been cut to 
$7,500 for 2014 and PNG notified 
that this grant will cease this year. 
Recent Gateway grants for the 
Bishop’s office have not reflected 
the true cost and on this basis the 
grant amount was increased from 
the application amount.  Given 
that this grant along with the 
LCNZ levy is used for remunera-
tion (Bishop and Administrator), 

  Requested Approved Grants  

 LSM  $11,750.00  

 National Office $87,000.00 $107,000.00  

 Mountainside $25,000.00 $25,000.00  

 Botany $67,000.00 $60,000.00  

 Waikato/BOP $24,000.00 $24,000.00  

 Manawatu $20,000.00 Use Youth Support funds first  

 Wellington $6,600.00 Needs a project  

 Upper Moutere $18,000.00 $14,500.00  

 Minor Grants    

 PNG $15,000.00 $7,500.00  

  $62,600.00 $249,750.00   

Gateway Gift 
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rent, travel, manse costs (Bishop), 
LCA contributions, accounting & 
audit fees, copyright, insurance, 
Olive Tree, Acts Tour follow-up, 
CoS and sub-committees meeting 
costs, telephone, stationery, etc. 
in no particular order of expense, 
the Gateway Board believes that 
this new amount is a more accu-
rate indication of the cost of our 
National Office. 

 

As the new Chair of Gateway I 
have been familiarising myself 
with the trust documents and 
forms and believe that it may be 
timely for these to be re-
viewed.  With that in mind I invite 
feedback and suggestions for im-
provements to these and possibly 
streamlining the grants process 
and timeframe. 

Jill Hobden 

Pastor James Winderlich has ac-
cepted the call to become the next 
Australian Lutheran College Prin-
cipal.  He replaces John Hender-
son who is now the LCA Bish-
op.  The appointment process 
took longer than anticipated as 
there was long and considered de-
bate on GCC about the call.  The 
appointment has been controver-
sial for some as his current parish 
is particularly vocal on the issue 
of women’s ordination.   

While we bring individual gifts, 
abilities, talents and viewpoints 
that may suit us to the tasks we 
undertake, the call to the position 

of Principal was conducted in 
deep conversation, reflection, 
and prayer. You will recall that 
the process took some months to 
enact, reflecting the quite pene-
trating process that everyone 
concerned engaged in. This delay 
was criticised at the time, but 
held to be essential by those 
charged by the LCA with issuing 
this call – the members of the 
GCC. 

It will be a real challenge for him, 
and also for us, as we learn how 
to support him, encourage him, 
and help him in every way we 
can to fulfil the role competently, 
faithfully, and in the full sight of 
the church and our God. There 
can be no dark, hidden corners 
here. He remains under the same 
discipline as the rest of our pas-
tors 

LCA Bishop John Henderson 

New Principal Appointed 
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LSM Update 

We held our first meeting for 
2014 in Palmerston North on the 
2nd February. 

Simon Lieschke continues to work 
on the website and with Bishop 
Mark they are looking to involve 
another person to help Simon 
with this process.  Parishes/
congregations are encouraged to 
keep their own web pages updat-
ed. 

During February Pastor Bruce 
Zagel and his wife Kathy whilst 
serving in Upper Moutere also 
conducted Blessed are the Peace-
maker workshops in 4 other re-
gions of the LCNZ.  Well done to 
those who put aside four hours of 
their time to attend this excellent 
workshop.  Bruce and Cathy 
brought this seminar to us with 
much enthusiasm and commit-
ment.  Eighty five people attend-
ed.  Pastor Bruce has indicated 
that he’d like to come back later 
in the year to offer a Conflict 
Coaching Course.  LSM will be 
supporting this opportunity and 
hope that you will be ready to take 
up this opportunity as well.  We 
thank God for the gift of Bruce 
and Cathy. 

Bruce shared how his question is 

always “How can I serve you 
best?”  This is a good question for 
the LSM committee to hold before 
the parishes/congregations of the 
LCNZ.  Please let us know if there 
is some way that we can support 
you in ministry. 

By the time you read this 
Kogudus will have happened at 
Camp Morley – the theme was 
Discovering Spiritual Gifts.  There 
are so many different gifts the 
Lord gives his church to glorify 
him and edify others.  Praise God 
for the gifts he has given his 
church.   

Marjon is using her gifts to organ-
ise the upcoming National Youth 
Camp in the  first week of school 
holidays in July.  Thanks Marjon 
and may I encourage parents to 
check out the information includ-
ed in this Olive Tree for this camp 
and encourage their youth aged 
children to attend.   

Our budget included finances to 
support those involved in Chil-
dren’s Ministry to attend training 
days provided by Scripture Un-
ion.  These are very worthwhile, 
equipping days.  These trainings 
occur in different regions in NZ 
and allow our congregations to 
attend one near them.  

One of the responsibilities of the 
Committee is to support the Mis-
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sion Director – Bishop Mark.  It is 
a joy at our meetings to hear what 
is happening in the different par-
ishes and congregations and to 
support Bishop Mark with prayer 
and encouragement and to also be 
praying for you too. 

Please may you join us in praying 
for Bishop Mark – his family, the 
many different connections he 
has within LCNZ/LCA and the 
wider church within NZ, Australia 
and beyond.  Thank God for the 
gifts he has given Bishop Mark 
and the support and gifts of the 
pastors who serve with him and 
us. 

Please remember the youth in 
your prayers and those who serve 
in this ministry to bring the love 
and truth of Jesus to them.   

Pray that God will show us daily 
how to use the gifts he has given 
each of us for his glory and to edi-
fy his church.   

Ask him for boldness and courage 
to share his love and truth with 
those he brings into our lives. 

Thank you Father for Jesus, your 
beloved Son whom you did not 
spare, so that we 
may have life eter-
nal with you. 

Sharolyn Mollet 
LSM Chairperson 

Lutheran Church 

National Youth camp 
Are you between 11–17 years old? Want 

to be inspired, make new friends, and 

have lots of fun in the first week of the July 

holidays? Come and join the youth camp 

at Mi-Camp Ruapehu. 

This camp is for everybody. It doesn’t 

matter if you are the only youth person in 

your church, you don’t belong to a church 

or you are part of a flourishing youth 

group… this camp is here to connect all 

Lutheran Youth from all over New Zealand 

with each other. 

The enrolment forms will be available 

from your local Lutheran church office or 

alternatively email me and I will send you 

one. 

Cost : 150 pp 

Dates : 7 – 10 July 2014 

Place : Mi-Camp Ruapehu, 

   44 Mill Street, Owhango 

   3989 

Please feel free to contact me if you have 

any questions. 

I hope to see you there! 

Blessings, 

Marjon Gerson 

Family Youth and Community Worker 

Mountainside Lutheran Church Auckland 

Marjon.gerson@clear.net.nz 

09 579 4490 

Camp flyer on Page 19 

mailto:Marjon.gerson@clear.net.nz
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The next LCA General Synod will 
be held at the end of September 
2015 in either NSW or Queens-
land.  So far a suitable venue in 
NSW has not been found.  As the 
first day of Synod has been set 
aside for dialogue on Women’s 
Ordination it is expected to draw 
more people to attend than is 
usual for a General Synod.   

Congregations/parishes are being 
asked to have their Synod dele-
gate selected by January 2015 so 
that they can become well versed 
in the process of dialogue around 
Women’s Ordination and have 
time to read, study and reflect 
with their fellow congregation 
members on the issue.  The intent 
of this plan is to give everyone a 
voice although not necessarily a 
vote (which the constitution does 
not provide for and member data-
bases do not exist). 

- 
The result of the postal vote for 
the two audit remits taken in De-
cember was in favour of both pro-
posals.  The first remit was to ap-
point Cotton Kelly to perform 
special purpose audits and the 
second remit was regarding a 
waiver of audit and the appoint-
ment of two laypeople to under-
take a specific examination of the 
available records for the years 
ended 31 December 2010 & 2011. 

- 
GCC has approved 
plans for the deliv-
ery of online train-
ing for office-
holders.  This will be targeted to 
congregation office-holders in-
cluding treasurers and will be 
combined with some face to face 
delivery.  This training is present-
ly being developed. 

- 
At the April 2013 
General Synod a 
remit was passed 
to conduct a re-
view of the cur-
rent governance 
and administra-

tive structures of the LCA at Na-
tional level, District level, Boards, 
Commissions, Councils and Agen-
cies during the next Synodical 
term was approved.  GCC has ap-
pointed Dr Maureen Cleary, CEO 
of Governance and Management 
Pty Ltd to conduct this review and 
she will be in New Zealand at the 
beginning of May to listen to con-
gregation representatives and 
other key LCNZ people to gather 
information for the review.  The 
mission of Governance and Man-
agement Pty Ltd (http://
www.governance.com.au/)  is to 
assist non profit organisations in-
crease their governance effective-
ness. 

LCA General Synod 

http://www.governance.com.au/index.cfm
http://www.governance.com.au/index.cfm
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Theme: 

“fakebook”? Mak-

ing connections in 

the modern world 

— 

Have fun in the 

snow 

 — 

Make new friends 

from all over NZ 

 — 

Grow in your faith 

together 

Mi-Camp Ruapehu 
 

44 Mill Street 

Owhango 3989 

Cost: 150 pp 

 

Info: 

marjon.gerson@clear.net.nz 

Phone: 09 579 4490  

7 – 10 JULY 2014 
Lutheran church 

National Youth camp 

FOR 11 – 17 YEARS OLD 

“Fakebook” making 
connection in the 
modern world. 
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In February I attended a meeting 
in Adelaide with the Professional 
Standards Officers from the Aus-
tralian districts. As part of our 
programme we met Peter Schirm-
er, the Executive Officer of the 
Lutheran Church of Australian. 
He spoke to us on the PSU roles 
and responsibilities within the 
Governance Framework and the 
Strategic Plan. It was a valuable 
day for us to network and share 
ideas and information. We were 
excited to hear that after much 
consideration and discussion the 
LCA General Church Council have 
adopted three policies concerning 
Safe Church Practice: 

 Child Protection Policy 

 Complaints Handling Policy 

 Prevention of Harm from a 
Known Sex Offender Policy 

 
Thank you to the New Zealand 
Churches for your helpful com-
ments towards this positive out-
come. 

At present I am preparing to hold 
a Safe At Church workshop in 
Hamilton on Saturday 12th April. 
If you wish to hold a workshop in 
your area please contact me so I 
can make the necessary arrange-
ments. 

LOOK – LISTEN – ACT is a help-
ful little publication on a NZ web-
site www.cyf.govt.nz/documents/
about-us/publications/look-listen
-act.pdf 

Two disturbing statistics from 
this publication are as follows: 

 Research shows that as many as 
1 in 4 women, and 1 in 8 men in 
New Zealand have experienced 
sexual abuse and for many it 
was in childhood. 

 90% of sexual abuse is commit-
ted by someone known to the 
family. 

 
You need to know the risks to 
your children, so you can keep 
them safe. This booklet explains 
the risks and gives you tools to 
deal with them. 

ACTION DURING TIME OF DIS-
ASTER 

In light of the recent floods and 
cyclone devastation that New Zea-
land has been experiencing, it is a 
timely reminder to ask the im-
portant question: 

“During times of disaster, do pol-
icies and procedures become less 
important or more important? 
Do times of emergency allow us 
to ignore policies and get on with 
getting the job done, or at such 

Professional Standards Report 

http://www.cyf.govt.nz/documents/about-us/publications/look-listen-act.pdf
http://www.cyf.govt.nz/documents/about-us/publications/look-listen-act.pdf
http://www.cyf.govt.nz/documents/about-us/publications/look-listen-act.pdf
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times, is it even more important 
to look to policies and checklists 
to guide our thoughts and ac-
tions?” 

Keeping accurate records is very 
important in the normal life of a 
congregation, but during an 
emergency or disaster it becomes 
essential. Carry a clipboard so 
that you can jot down the name 
and phone number of that person 
looking after the kids, the young 
mother who is desperate to find 
her husband, or even the $10.00 
donation for food you received 
from the kind stranger. Undertak-
ing and recording Risk Assess-
ments concerning the day to day 
activities of a congregation needs 
to become just a normal part of 
our preparation for what we do, 
so we can keep everyone in our 
care, safe. At times of crisis and 
chaos when all sorts of hazards 
present themselves, there’s much 
comfort to be found in a well 
thought through process, a check-
list, and being able to produce the 
right piece of paper. 

At National Office we are starting 
a project to adapt the LCA Health 
and Safety Management Hand-
book so it conforms to New Zea-
land conditions and regulations. 
It is hoped that the revised book-
let will be available to congrega-
tions and posted on the LCNZ 
website towards the end of 2014. 

In the meantime if you have any 
questions or concerns please con-
tact the National Office. 

Jill Hagen  

Professional Standards Officer (PSO) 

Lutheran Church of New Zealand 

Level One, Molesworth House,  101 Moles-
worth St. 

PO Box 12 470, Wellington 6011, New 
Zealand 

Ph +644 385 2540 

pso@lutheran.org.nz 

I exhort the elders 

among you to tend 

the flock of God that is in 

your charge, exercising the 

oversight, not under com-

pulsion but willingly, as God 

would have you do it - not 

for sordid gain but eager-

ly. Do not lord it over those 

in your charge, but be ex-

amples to the flock. And 

when the chief shepherd ap-

pears, you will win the crown 

of glory that never fades 

away. 

1 Peter 5:1-5 

“ 

mailto:pso@lutheran.org.nz
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That was the theme under which 
42 women gathered at St Luke’s 
in Palmerston North on Saturday 
8th March 2014 for a day of remi-
niscing, celebrating, and sharing 
of dreams.  The theme was taken 
from Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today and 
forever”. 

In her warm welcome to the 
women present, Vicki Wood re-
minded us that we started in 1956 
as the New Zealand Lutheran 
Women’s League, an auxiliary of 
the LCNZ.  Mrs Helene Doecke 
was the inaugural President.  The 
offering taken at that first Con-
vention amounted to £3 12s 8d. 

43 Conventions were held be-
tween 1956 and 2000 when the 
final Convention and the dissolu-
tion of LWNZ took place.  There 
have been 6 further Presidents 

since Mrs Deocke, three of whom 
were with us at this reunion – 
Caryll Clausen, Jean King and 
Vicki Wood.  Our name was 
changed to Lutheran Women of 
N e w  Z e a l a n d  i n 
1970.                                                    

Helping assist the smooth run-
ning and enjoyment of the day 
were Pastor Rodger Russ, Joan 
McKenzie and Visse Hopley lead-
ing singing sessions, and Pauline 
Simonsen, our wonderful and 
gifted facilitator for the discussion 
sessions.  With prompts from 
photo images of women through 
the decades from the 1950s to 
2000s, Pauline led us to remi-
nisce and share experiences of 
women’s involvement in the 
church throughout these 50+ 
years.  Through discussion in 

Jesus 

Yesterday 

Today 

Tomorrow 

LWNZ Reunion 
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small groups we discovered that 
although many things have 
changed, the thing that has re-
mained constant, bonding and 
binding amongst the women of 
LCNZ has been a desire to serve 
the Lord and their local congrega-
tion, through their gifts of service, 
leadership, catering, fund-raising, 
nurturing and caring in many and 
varied ways. 

And what of the future?  Three 
young women, Daina, Hannah 
and Kerri were asked how they 
see women serving in the fu-
ture.  Their heartening response 
was that women will continue to 
serve, being open to using their 
giftings, as led by the Holy Spir-
it.  They envisaged more cross-

denominational activities, work-
ing in a wider Christian commu-
nity.  Their hope was to develop a 

strong faith in the future genera-
tions to enable them to live as 
Christians in a secular world, with 
all its demands and pressures. 

Food is always a feature of any 
Lutheran gatherings.  Before we 
shared in a very tasty lunch, a cel-
ebration cake was cut by two of 
our past-Presidents, Caryll 
Clausen and Jean King.   

During the lunch break we had 
further time to chat, and to pe-
ruse the photos and memorabilia 
members had brought along, and 
displays of minutes and records 
from the early days of the LWNZ. 

The afternoon sessions began 
with the singing of well-loved 

(Continued on page 24) 
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songs and hymns, following 
which we moved to a craft session 

led by Carol Argyle, where we cre-
ated and decorated beautiful note 
pads to take home as a souvenir 
of the day. 

Throughout the day there was 
plenty of time for catching up and 
reminiscing, for sharing stories 
and laughs, and for renewing long
-standing friendships.  One lady 
was heard to say “this is the best 
d a y  I ’ v e  h a d  f o r  a g -
es!”  Why?  “Because we’re all to-
gether”. 

There were many people to thank 
for organising this day, and for 
ensuring that it ran smooth-
ly.  Those people are too many to 
name here, but they all know who 
they are. So once again, a huge 
vote of thanks to you all.  We are 
looking forward to the next reun-
ion. 

To bring our wonderful day to a 
close Pastor Russ and Pauline Si-
monsen led us in a brief service of 
Holy Communion, which includ-
ed the singing of the LWNZ 
theme song Take my life and let it 
be and finishing with the Christ-
mas Blessing.  A retiring offering 
of $223.50 was taken,  to be giv-
en to a local Women’s Refuge.   

 
Visse Hopley 
Mountainside Parish 

LWNZ Executive members from 

years gone by: Linda Heidrich, 

Lilian Stephan, Marg Gust, Dot 

Jurgens, Chrissie Jurgens, Jan Me-

harg, Vicki Wood, Visse Hopley, 

Beryl Morris, Jean King, Caryll 

Clausen 

(Continued from page 23) 


